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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

TUESDAY 30
TH

 JUNE 2015 AT THE TOWN HALL AT 7.30PM. 

 

PRESENT: 

The Deputy Mayor (Councillor Mrs P H Whiting) 
 

Councillor D Drage Councillor R D Hamblin 

Councillor H L Jackson Councillor D C Lawson MBE  

Councillor Mrs S Mantle Councillor  Mrs O Mayes 

Councillor Mrs V M Newbery Councillor B  A Prigmore 

Councillor A M T Reading Councillor Mrs C Reavey (Item 15/139 onwards) 

Councillor Mrs A Sauntson Councillor J Smithers 

Councillor P Tomas  

Mrs S J Mitcham (Town Clerk) Mr D Wicks ( Mayors Sergeant) 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: PC D Brown and 2 members of the public. 

 

15/137. 

 

 

APOLOGIES 
The Mayor (Cllr R J Gell) and District Councillor G Harwood. 

 

15/138. 

15/138.1. 

15/138.2 

CO-OPTION OF A COUNCILLOR 

RESOLVED: 

That Mrs C Reavey be co-opted onto the Town Council. 

RESOLVED: 

That the completion of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office by Mrs C Reavey be 

noted. 

 

Cllr Mrs CV Reavey joined the meeting. 

 

15/139. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 
Other  Interests 

Cllr Mrs P Whiting and Cllr Mrs A Sauntson – Item 26 – Knows the resident. 

Cllr D C Lawson MBE and Cllr P Tomas – Item 18 – Lives near the site. 

Cllr Mrs O Mayes – Item 8.1. (ii) – Lives opposite the site. 

 

15/140. MINUTES 
 

 
RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the meeting held on 26
th

 May 2015 be signed by the Deputy Mayor 

(Cllr Mrs P H Whiting) as being a true and correct record.  

 

15/141. POLICING 
 

 

PC D Brown gave the following report:- 

 2014 2015 

Burglary Dwelling 1 0 

Burglary Other 0 2 

Criminal Damage 2 5 

Violent Offences 6 11 

 

Questions about the recent arsons were raised, which was a high priority for the Police.  

The danger of the junction of Kimbolton Road and College Street was mentioned as cars 

tended not to stop. Improved signage was needed. 

 

15/142. PUBLIC FORUM (15 minutes) 
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 No public spoke. 

 

15/143. MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

 In the absence of the Mayor the Clerk read out the following report:- 

30
th 

May I judged the painting competition and presented the prizes to the winners 

of the ‘Garden on a Tray’ competition at the Chichele Garden Fair. 

15
th

 June I carried out the Official Opening of the new Therapy Centre in Upper 

Kings Avenue. 

21
st
 June I visited nearly all of the Secret Gardens of Higham Ferrers 

25
th

 June I attended the Higham Ferrers Business Forum meeting at Chichele 

College and said a few words regarding The Neighbourhood Plan, the 

Four Towns Plan and Rushden East. 

27
th

 June  I attended the very pleasant Strawberry Fayre at the Shrubbery. 

The Civic Service to be taken by my Mayor’s Chaplain of the Hope Methodist Church 

will be held in St Peter’s Catholic Church on Sunday 20
th

 September at 3 p.m. followed 

by afternoon tea in the Church Hall.  As this does not clash with other Church Services, I 

hope that worshippers from other churches will attend.  I am in discussions with Father 

Richard Stainer regarding having a further Civic Service at St Marys. 

 

Two dates for your diaries:  The Abba Revival evening being held on Monday 28
th

 

December at Rushden Bowls Club will be a joint fundraiser for the chains of Rushden, 

Higham Ferrers and East Northants. 

 

There will be a joint Civic Evening with the Mayor of Rushden at the Pemberton Centre 

on the 18
th

 March and I am hoping to hold a Civic Dance in Higham Ferrers in the 

Autumn. More details to follow. 

 

15/144. PLANNING. 
15/144.1 

(i) 

 

 

 

(ii) 

 

 

(iii) 

 

 

 

 

15/144.2. 

 

 

 

15/144.3. 

 

To consider responses to the following planning applications received: -  

15/01048/FUL: Single storey front and side extension which consist of a part garage 

conversion: 17 Fitzwilliam Leys, Higham Ferrers. 

RESOLVED: 

That no objections or comments be made. 

15/01071/FUL: Single storey side extension:19 Tenter Close, Higham Ferrers. 

RESOLVED: 

That no objections or comments be made. 

15/01105/FUL: Single storey ground floor extension at 5 Chichele Street, Higham 

Ferrers 

RESOLVED: 

That no objections or comments be made. 

 

To note determinations on planning applications.  

That the report on determinations of planning applications previously considered be 

noted. 

 

Rushden East. 

RESOLVED: 

That this item be deferred to the closed part of the meeting. 

 

15/145. TOWN CLERKS REPORT 

Community Enhancement Gangs 

Northamptonshire Highways have advised that Community Enhancement Gangs will be 

in the town on 15
th

 and 16
th

 July to carry out the following works. 
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1. Side out footway on Station Road, just above Hecham Way 

2. Refix sign along Westfield Avenue, junction of Borough Court 

3. Clear vegetation / strim verge along Borough Court rear entrance 

4. Reset setts around trees, outside 9 High Street and Carlton House 3A High 

Street 

5. Semi permanent pothole repairs on pedestrian crossing, High Street, and 

pathway to Carlton Mews 

6. Reset sunken kerbstone along Nene Road, junction Milton Street 

7. Strim bushes along Linnetts Lane, top of Carlton Mews 

8. Cleaning signs along Windmill Banks / North End, and also throughout 

parish 

9. Clearing of vegetation and general tidying of parish 

 

They have asked if someone from the Parish could visit them during the time of their 

visit. 

Freedom of Information Requests 

The following requests have been received since the last meeting. 

 

Date 

Received 

Details Date 

Answered/Target 

Date 

Time Spent 

26
th

 May 

2015 

A copy of the draft 'Heads of 

Agreement' proposed by the 

Methodist Church and of the 

version amended by the Town 

Council.’ 

 

15
th

 June 2015 1.5 hours 

 

Report from the Police on the work of JAM Team at Skateboard Park 

“We have been over there quite a few times now and the young people at the skate park 

have engaged really well. It's like their own community there, everyone knows everyone 

and the older ones look out for the younger ones. Great vibes. 

 

We have spoken to the groups of lads that are parked up in their cars (at the car park by 

the community centre) and they have also responded well, even turning their music down 

and off when we asked and explained about other residents.  

 

There are 2 young males in particular that are eager to be heavily involved if we 

progress, such as organising events and competitions, and ensuring there are as many of 

their friends accessing the service. They seem quite politically minded and have said that 

they would be happy to meet with their local councillor and MP to be involved in any 

youth development in the area.  

 

We have spoken to the groups about delivering issue based sessions, such as substance 

misuse and anti-social behaviour, and what those sessions would involve. The young 

people are interested in being involved in these activities and have told us that they can 

show us around the area, hotspots and grotspots. 

 

The group have had bad experiences with youth workers before (not sure who else has 

worked in the area??), so we have established an honest relationship with them. We will 

be heading over there again tonight to ensure they understand that we will be able to 

keep in contact via social media etc but that we will require funding to maintain the 

work.  



 

 4515 

RESOLVED: 

That the Town Clerks report be received and noted. 

 

15/146. QUESTIONS. 
 None. 

 

15/147. REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BODIES. 
 Cllr H L Jackson reported that he had attended the Rushden East Board meeting. Copies 

of presentations had been circulated. He was concerned about comments that there could 

be 25% increase in traffic on the A6. Plans could be submitted as early as 2016. 

 

15/148. FINANCE. 
15/148.1. To approve accounts for payment as at 30

th
 June 2015.  

RESOLVED: 

That the accounts for payment total of £27832 be approved for payment. 

 

15/148.2. To approve the Bank Account reconciliation as at 31st May 2015. 

RESOLVED: 

That the bank reconciliation as at 31
st
 May 2015 be signed by the  Deputy Mayor after 

being checked by Cllr D C Lawson MBE. 

 

15/148.3. 

(i) 

 

 

 

(ii) 

 

 

 

 

(iii) 

 

 

 

 

 

15/148.4. 

 

To consider following expenditure:-  

Event Cancellation insurance. 

RESOLVED: 

That the cost of £51.63 for the premium Event Cancellation Insurance be approved. This 

was to cover the cost of the Ice Rink at the Christmas Sparkle. 

Works to Saffron Moat. 

RESOLVED: 

That the quote of £300 plus the cost of a skip be accepted from TCV (The Conservation 

Volunteers) be accepted to undertake works to clean out Saffron Moat and generally tidy 

it up.  

Works to Castle Fields Moat Area. 

RESOLVED: 

That a budget of £3000 be set for TCV (The Conservation Volunteers’) to carry our 

cleanse works at Castle Fields Moat and the surrounding area. This included the cost of a 

skip. 

 

To ratify expenditure under Clerk’s delegated powers. 

RESOLVED: 

That the following payments under the Clerks delegated powers be ratified:- 

All figures include VAT. 
 

Stephen Pell  Fitzwilliam Leys - Fencing 

repairs and repairs to 

entrance 

 740.00 

Irthlingborough St. Peter's 

PCC 

 Farmers’ Market 

advertising 

 10.00 

Colson and Loaring  Repair tap in public toilets  180.00 

NCALC  Councillor training  39.00 

Rosetta Publishing Ltd  Delivery of Higham Times  134.40 

Stanley L Hunt (Printers)  Print Newsletter - 3700  639.00 

NCALC  Councillor training  34.00 

E-On  Streetlight Maintenance  145.52 
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Buildbase  1 tin Cuprinol  19.04 

Colemans  Stationery  15.19 

Stephen Pell  Saffron Rd car park works  165.00 

Stephen Pell  Install picnic bench  80.00 

Stephen Pell  Fix down pipe- College St  45.00 

            Hargrave Herald  Advert- Farmers' Market  25.00 

BT Telecommunications Ltd  CCTV Redcare  734.59 

Lynx Fire and Security  Alarm Maintenance and 

annual monitoring 

 348.84 

 

15/149. 

 
INTERNAL AUDIT 

The Internal Audit Report had been circulated. It was noted that the one comment re the 

standing order on recording of meetings had already been addressed. 

RESOLVED: 

That the Internal Audit Report for 2014/15 be received and noted. 

 

15/150 

15/150.1. 

 

 

 

(i) 

 

 

 

 

 

(ii) 

 

 

 

 

(iii) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee held on 16
th

 June 2015 be 

received and adopted. 

Recommendations: 

World War 1 and 2 Seating 

RESOLVED: 

That the Council purchase  a World War 1 and a World War 2 Memorial Seat at a total 

cost of £1370 plus VAT and installation. One to be funded by empowerment monies 

from Cllr D C Lawson MBE. They would be located near the War Memorial and the two 

existing seats would be relocated at a site to be decided. 

Outdoor Gym Equipment 

RESOLVED: 

That the preferred contractor for the supply and installation of 5 pieces of  outdoor gym 

equipment at Saffron Road Recreation Ground would be Fresh –Air Fitness at a cost of 

£8017.65. Applications to be now submitted for grant funding to cover the full cost. 

External Decoration 5&5A College Street 

RESOLVED: 

That the following quotes from P.A.C Decorators be accepted for external decoration to 

5 & 5A College St:- 

 External decoration of 12 windows, 4 doors and frames - £1480. 

 Decoration of front render and side brick wall - £730 

 Decorate gable end side elevation - £880 

 Decorate guttering and fascia - £460 

All quotes include materials. 

(iv) 

 

 

 

(v) 

Decoration of Town Council Offices 

RESOLVED: 

That the quote of £1360 to decorate the Town Council Offices (ground floor of Town 

Hall) be accepted from P.A.C Decorating Services. 

Grant to Rushden and Higham RUFC 

RESOLVED: 

That the Council give a grant of £500 to Rushden and Higham RUFC towards their 

Clubhouse Improvement Programme 

(vi) Banking Accounts. 

RESOLVED: 

That: 

 The Public Sector Reserve Account with Co-operative Bank is closed. 

 That the Rent Deposit account be closed and an Easy Access Account be opened 
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with Cambridge Building Society. 

 That the direct debits and regular credits are moved to the Unity Trust Account 

from the Co-operative Account. 

 That the Unity Trust Account be used as the Primary Current Account. 
(vii) 

 

 

 

(viii) 

 

 

(ix) 

 

 

 

(x) 

 

 

(xi) 

Alto Mastercard Prepaid Card 

RESOLVED: 

That the Council apply for one ALTO Mastercard Prepaid Card via Unity Trust Bank 

with a limit of £250. The cost of the card is £6. 

Disciplinary and Grievance Procedures. 

RESOLVED: 

That Disciplinary and Grievance Procedures be reviewed with no change. 

Dignity at Work – Bullying and Harassment. 

RESOLVED: 

That the Dignity at Work – Bullying and Harassment Policy be reviewed with no 

change. 

Health and Safety Policy 

RESOLVED: 

That the Health and Safety Policy be reviewed with no change. 

Standing Orders 

RESOLVED: 

That standing order 1 (q) be amended to read as follows and not be in bold type:- 

“Photographing, recording, broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a meeting by 

any means is permitted. As a matter of courtesy the Council should be advised prior to 

the start of the meeting.” 

 

15/151. PLANNING COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 16
th

 June 2015 be received and 

adopted. 

 

15/152. EVENTS COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the Events Committee held on 15
th

 June 2015 be received and 

adopted. 

 

15/153. DIVERSION OF VC24. 

The Council has previously objected to the route for the proposed diversion of VC24. 

Northamptonshire Highways had now met with Stanwick Fisheries and as they were not 

happy with the alternative proposed by the Town Council an alternative was suggested. 

RESOLVED: 

That the following response be agreed:- 

The Council are not prepared to lift their objections and still maintain their previous 

comments and proposed route. They also point out that VC24 has been blocked by a 

fence where it enters the fishery, so is currently unavailable. The proposed route of VC 

24 as suggested by yourselves is almost unwalkable and the section from A – D is 

useless. The Council own Riverside Park which is used by Anglers and walkers alike 

and issues such as  the ones raised by the fisheries are not ones that occur. Hooks should 

not be left lying about for anyone to tread on, let along dogs to eat and there are many 

places where anglers and walkers mix. They do not see these as sufficient objections to 

divert the path to a route which would be of little use. 

 

 

15/154. LAND AT STANWICK ROAD/MALLARD CLOSE 



 

 4518 

Cllr R Gell and Cllr B Jackson had visited the site. 

The following short term work was suggested 

1. Improve the fencing (temporary) at the bottom of Mallard Close, about a 3 metre 

length, and fence off the access from the former public footpath in the corner. 

Cost £2 per panel per week plus £7.50 delivery each way. 

2. In the autumn, cut back the hedge on the boundary with the Station Road site, to 

establish the true boundary. 

3. Contact the developers to clear the fallen branches of the Ash trees on our field and 

to remove their security fencing on our land. 

4. Clear all brambles, hawthorn, blackthorn shrubs from the Mallard Close and Station 

Road site sides of the field and burn/dispose of. 

5. Flail all the field to a height of about 75 mm 

6. Find the owners of the rubbish and builders materials dumped along the former 

public footpath alongside 15 Mallard Close and get them removed. 

7. Consider erecting ranch style post and rail fencing (to match existing) to the rest of 

the boundaries, with possibly another access gate at the end of Mallard Close 

RESOLVED: 

 That a budget of £200 be approved to that the temporary fencing could be ordered. 

 That a working party be established  to look at all the Common Land in the Stanwick 

Road area (including rental agreements) with the aim of clarifying the situation and 

putting forward long term suggestions. Membership Cllr R Gell, Cllr H L Jackson, 

Cllr P Tomas and Cllr D C Lawson MBE and Cllr D Drage 

 

15/155. OPEN SPACE ADJACENT THE WROE 

A complaint had been received about littering on the open space near ‘The Wroe’ as well 

as nuisance caused by balls going onto gardens and damage to hedges etc. Residents had 

asked that letter be sent to nearby properties. 

RESOLVED: 

That no letters be sent but articles be placed in the Rushden Reporter, Higham Times and 

other local publications encouraging people who use the area to be more responsible and 

respect the property of residents who live nearby. 

 

15/156. UNITED CHARTIES REPRESENTATION 

RESOLVED: 

That Cllr Mrs P Whiting be nominated as a representative trustee to the United Charities 

Trust. 

 

15/157. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The Neighbourhood Plan had now been submitted with supporting documents to East 

Northamptonshire Council. A letter had been circulated confirming that they had 

undertaken the legal check of the plan and in their opinion it complied with the relevant 

statutory requirements.  The plan will now be subject to consultation under Regulation 

16 of the regulations. This will run from 3
rd

 July to 17
th

 August. 

 

After the close of the Regulation 16 consultation they will send all relevant documents to 

the Examiner.  It is likely that he/ she will consider these during September, with a 

hearing session (if necessary) held during September/ early October.  It should be noted 

that the “default position” for Neighbourhood Plans is that the Examination will be 

undertaken through written representations.  Generally speaking, issues such as site 

selection (e.g. rival landowners promoting rival development sites) would be a trigger 

for a hearing session to be held. 
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Later during the autumn (2015), the Examiner will report and ENC are then in the 

position to set up a referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan.  If this is passed, they would 

look to “make” (adopt) the Higham Ferrers Neighbourhood Plan early in 2016. 

RESOLVED: 

That the report on the Neighbourhood Plan be received and noted. 

 

15/158. CORE STRATEGY CONSULTATION 

The Town Council agreed detailed responses to the previous consultation on the North 

Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy at its meeting in February 2015. The ‘Focused 

Changes’ seek to address some of the issues raised in representations to the Pre-

Submission JCS following consultation between January and March this year, or to 

otherwise improve the JCS. Some of the comments made by the Town Council had led 

to changes to the plan. 

RESOLVED: 

That no further comments be made. 

15/159. COMPLAINT ABOUT MUGA 

A letter of complaint had been received about anti-social behaviour relating to the 

MUGA. The Police had been involved and the School had raised concerns on two days. 

The incidents did appear to happen even when the courts were closed. The Police had 

been asked to direct the detached Youth Workers to the area.  

RESOLVED: 

That prices be obtained for raising the height of the fencing where the youths could 

climb over for consideration by the council. Cllr J Smithers offered to assist with the 

locking of the MUGA so it could be open more frequently for free use. The resident to 

be encouraged to report anti-social behaviour to the Police. 

 

15/160. CLOSURE OF MEETING TO PUBLIC AND PRESS. 

RESOLVED: 

That in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential and sensitive nature of the 

following item of business, the Press and the Public be excluded from the meeting. 

 

15/161 

 

 

 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 3rd
h
 June 2015 be received and 

noted. 

Recommendation: 

Hours for Administration/Finance Officer. 

RESOLVED: 

That the hours for the Administration/ Finance Officer be changed to 12 per week plus 

6.5 hours for Farmers’ Market once a month. The contract of employment is varied to 

reflect this change. 

 

15/162. CEMETERY MEMORIAL 

An application had been made for a heart shaped memorial on an ashes plot, which was 

not in the ashes area. This has been refused as it was not in accordance with the 

regulations. An appeal had been received against this decision. 

RESOLVED; 

That the appeal be allowed as the ashes plot was in the main part of the cemetery (not the 

ashes section) and would not be out of place. 
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15/164 RUSHDEN EAST 

Copies of the presentations from the Rushden East Board meeting had been circulated 

and Councillors were asked to express any views which could be passed back to East 

Northamptonshire Council and direct the representative of the Town Council on the 

Board. 

RESOLVED: 

That members send their comments to the Clerk by 14
th

 July so she could collate a reply. 

 

15/165. 

 

 

RE-OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED: 

That the confidential business having been concluded, the Press and Public be re-

admitted to the meeting. 

 

15/166. ITEMS TO REPORT. 
 Cllr J Smithers asked about the development at the Scrapyard site. He was informed that 

this was an enforcement matter being dealt with by Northamptonshire County Council. 

A planning application was expected in due course. An update would be obtained 

 

Cllr D Hamblin enquired whether there was a waterway plan for the River Nene. The 

Clerk felt sure there was and would obtain a copy. 

 

 

 

Mayor 

 

 

 

Date 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


