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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

TUESDAY 25th JULY 2017 AT THE TOWN HALL AT 7.30PM. 

 

PRESENT: 

The Mayor (Councillor P Tomas) 

The Deputy Mayor (Councillor J Smithers) 
 

Councillor R J Gell Councillor B Prigmore 

Councillor R D Hamblin Councillor C P O’Rourke 

Councillor H L Jackson Councillor A M T Reading 

Councillor D C Lawson MBE Councillor Mrs T Reavey 

Councillor Mrs O Mayes Councillor Mrs A Sauntson 

Councillor Mrs S Mantle Councillor Mrs P H Whiting 

Mrs S J Mitcham (Town Clerk) Miss A Schofield (Assistant Town Clerk) 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: District Councillor G Harwood MBE, Police Inspector Daryl Lyon 

 

17/129 

 

 

APOLOGIES 

Cllr D Drage, Cllr Mrs V M Newbery. 

 

17/130. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

 

Other Interests  

Cllr Mrs A Sauntson, item 12, resident of Saffron Road. 

 

17/131. MINUTES 

 RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the meeting held on the 27th June 2017 be signed by the Mayor as 

being a true and correct record.  

  

17/132. POLICING 

 Inspector Daryl Lyon introduced himself to Council. He is the Inspector for 

Wellingborough and East Northants, having been in post since January. There is 

significant change within the local Police Force. Officer numbers are the same as those 

of 1970 but change is required due to an increasing population and the scope of crimes 

evolving with the prevalence of the web and social media, the so called tech crimes. The 

change is centred on demand. 5 years of crime data has been reviewed to assess the 

amount of harm from offences using the Cambridge Harm Index. This assessment is 

used to steer shift patterns of Police Officers and the location that officers work from. 

Within community policing the majority of change has already occurred with a reduction 

in extraction rates for big events that require policing, such as Silverstone Formula 1. 

Community Support Officers are no longer being extracted from community policing to 

support the service elsewhere. Inspector Lyon reported 55,000 calls to 101 in the last 

month. The 101 system was now being handled like hospital triage, with initial 

assessment and then a 2 queue system depending upon the nature of the call. Higham 

Ferrers has a dedicated Police Community Support Officer within the team for East 

Northants South area. The area has a new Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant, Sharan 

Wildman. 

 

Pre Submitted Questions 

• What priority is community policing now being given. It seems to have 

slipped down the list of priorities which if true would be a shame given that the Police 

have always said that public involvement in fighting crime is essential? 
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Community policing has not lost any officers although there has been movement of 

officers. Community policing has not slipped down the agenda, but it should be borne 

in mind that other crime issues have emerged that need to be dealt with; the tech crimes, 

officers assigned to paedophile issues. There is a new multi-agency safeguarding hub 

that was not in existence 10 years ago.  

• How much importance is given by the Police in acting on CCTV information 

provided by Daventry. This is important to our Council because of the funding we 

provide for this service. We sometimes get the impression that very few crimes caught 

on CCTV are followed up and we seldom know about convictions brought about by 

CCTV? 

Inspector Lyon stressed that CCTV was useful and referred to recent issues where it had 

helped. It was acknowledged that there are occasions when something is seen on CCTV 

but it doesn’t always mean it can be detected. To provide feedback to Council and others 

regarding rates of conviction would require employment of a dedicated person to collate 

the information. 

• Cyber crime seems to have become the top priority now: is this the case?  

Cyber crime is not a priority but it is new and merging and offenders sit behind online 

services. The internet, as an investigation tool, is very helpful and important.  

• What has happened to the Parish Constables we were promised? 

The Parish Constable scheme was driven by the old Police and Crime Commissioner. It 

did create problems because sufficient numbers couldn’t be recruited, particularly once 

individuals realised the implications of being a Parish Constable. The value of Parish 

Constables is recognised and the scheme has not disappeared. Those that are in the force 

now are invested and engaged and are to a high standard.  

• It is important that we have a named Police Officer or PCSO for Higham 

Ferrers and that they remain in post for a longer period than seems to be the case 

presently.  On the same theme it would be good to have a Sector Inspector who remains 

in post for more than a few months.  It is important that we get to know who our Sector 

Inspector is and continuity is important.  Can we have assurances on these two posts? 

Consistency with officers is beyond the control of Inspector Lyon, whose own posting 

is a year. Previously there were 3 Sector Inspectors in the last year, but this was really a 

result of local boundary changes. There are less supervising ranks to allow more Police 

Officers. They are trying to minimise the movement of PCSO’s and PCSO Mohammed 

Thassen is the dedicated PCSO for Higham Ferrers.   Reference was made to the Futures 

Programme where there were many PCSO’s in some area and this was not related to 

demand and was above the level elsewhere within the County.    

• Knife and gun crime as well as acid attacks are on the increase nationally. 

What is the situation in Northamptonshire and in particular East Northants? 

These crimes are normally drug related and/or gang on gang. Currently there is a 

decrease in these crimes in the local area and there has not been an incident for the last 

3-4 months. A team has been set up to respond to reports of any acid attacks should they 

occur. 

• The alleged selling of drugs inside the car park area of the Green Dragon? 

An individual who was on remand from prision has been identified in connection with 

this matter.  

• Other known areas where there have been drugs used are around the 

MUGA area.  

The local PCSO is aware of the issues in this location.  

• Why are we not getting crime reports at meetings or Police attendance? 

There are 53 parishes within the area and 53 parishes seeking data or attendance at 

meetings. Attending meetings is time consuming and it is considered that time is better 
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spent dealing with reported issues. If there is a specific issue and attendance is requested 

then a Police representative will attend if possible. Council were asked to note a new 

crime data system will be available soon. Inspector Lyon holds monthly open-door 

sessions, the next being at Thrapston Fire station 25th August, 9am to midday.   

 

Questions from Councillors 

Cllr D C Lawson MBE reported an issue raised to him by a resident which he will deal 

with outside of the meeting due to time constraint.  

Cllr C P O’Rourke asked where the dedicated area team were located and was advised 

the response hub is located in Wellingborough, with local offices in Irthlingborough, 

Thrapston, Oundle, and Rushden.    

  

17/133. PUBLIC FORUM (15 minutes) 

 None. 

 

17/134. MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Mayor reported on the events he had attended: 

• 30th June, Independence Day Celebrations at Alconbury Air Base at the 

invitation of Colonel Bromen, with a spectacular firework display at the end.  

• 1st July, St Neots Armed Forces Day 

• 8th July, Hachenburg Twinning Association’s Beetle Drive 

• 23rd July, Thrapston Town Council Civic Service, St James Church and 

afterwards at the Thrapston Plaza. 

The Deputy Mayor reported on the events he had attend as representative for the Mayor: 

• 9th July, Northampton Borough Council Mayor Making, All Saints Church and 

afterwards at the Guildhall, where Councillor Gareth Eales was elected as Mayor  

• 10th July, Huntingdon Council Flag Raising Ceremony, aborted visit due to 

administration issue. 

   

17/135. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Police 

The Police and Crime Commissioner will visit Higham Ferrers on 22nd September at 

9.30am at the Town Hall. 

Gardenfields Development. 

Highways have responded regarding the removal of the traffic calming from the plans 

and advised that no Section 106 money is available. Since receipt of the letter a 

representative of Linden Homes has advised that as a goodwill gesture they offer £5,000 

to assist with a scheme. The offer will be considered at the next meeting of the Council. 

Boundary between the Open Space, William Steel Way and the Textile Bonding 

Site 

A replacement boundary fence to our open space has been erected by the neighbouring 

landowner, the Federal Estates. The new palisade fence has been erected in place of a 

chain link fence to improve security to their site to protect against vandalism and 

damage. The new fence follows what is believed to be the correct boundary, along the 

line of old wooden fence posts. The fence is thus on a slightly different alignment, along 

part, to the chain link fence that was removed. Due to this realignment concerns were 

raised that our neighbours were encroaching. Land registry plans have been checked and 

documentation that the new fence does in fact follow what is believed to be the correct 

boundary line has been requested from our neighbour.   

The works required significant cutting back of vegetation on the neighbouring site. Some 

cutting back and felling was undertaken on Council’s open space land without 



 

 

4715 

 

notification and consultation. Following request, discussion regarding a programme of 

replacement planting has subsequently been offered.  

 

RESOLVED: 

That the Town Clerk’s report be received and noted.  

 

17/136. QUESTIONS 

 None. 

 

17/137. REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BODIES 

 None. 

  

17/138. FINANCE 

17/138.1. To approve accounts for payment as at 31st July 2017. 

RESOLVED: 

That the accounts for payment total of £54,083.06 be approved for payment. Copy 

attached to the minutes. 

 

17/138.2. 

 

 

 

 

17/138.3. 

 

 

 

17/138.4. 

To approve the bank account reconciliation as at 30st June 2017. 

RESOLVED: 

That the bank reconciliation as at 30th June 2017 be signed by the Mayor after being 

checked by Cllr D C Lawson MBE. 

 

To receive and note the budget report as at 30th June 2017. 

RESOLVED: 

That the budget report as at 30th June 2017 be received and noted.  

 

To approve the following expenditure:-  

RESOLVED: 

That the advert page in the Rushden Reporter continue for another 6 months at £180 per 

month.  

  

17/139 

 

17/139.1 

 

 

 

 

17/139.2. 

 

 

 

 

(i) 

 

 

 

 

 

(ii) 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

To receive and adopt the minutes of the following committees:- 

Planning and Development Committee held on the 11th July 2017.  

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the Planning and Development Committee held on the 11th July 2017 

be received and adopted. 

 

Environment and Recreation Committee held on the 11th July 2017. 

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on the 11th July 

2017 be received and adopted.  

Recommendations 

Path on the Open Space to Rear of Henry Chichele School 

RESOLVED: 

That the sides of the path on the open space to the rear of Henry Chichele School are 

sprayed to kill the weeds and that works to the path are delayed until Phase 5 is 

completed. That action is taken to resolve the landslip/water run-off issue that is causing 

the problem with the path. 

Sports Pavilion 



 

 

4716 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(iii) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLVED: 

That a budget of £2,000 be set to cover architects fees and to allow initial sketches. That 

a working party be set up. The working party to consider the type of facilities and 

accommodation for a new/refurbished building and to review draft plans produced by 

the architect before they are presented to the committee and to work on the project going 

forward and between committee meetings. That the working party comprise Cllr R Gell, 

Cllr P Tomas, Cllr D Lawson, Cllr Mrs S Mantle, Cllr O’Rourke and the Clerk. 

Play Areas at the Larkin Gardens Development 

RESOLVED: 

That the Council proceed with negotiations for the adoption of play areas 1 and 2 in 

Larkin Gardens estate, subject to the suggested commuted sums of £15,000 for play area 

1 and £30,000 for play area 2, to allow adoption to a standard acceptable to the Council. 

That the Clerk enter discussion with Rushden Town Council for play area 3 on the basis 

that it is preferable that play area 3 be managed by Rushden Town Council given that 

play area 3 is split by the border with Rushden Town Council and it is the smaller part 

that falls within Higham Ferrers. 

 

17/140. 24A SAFFRON ROAD 

 To consider whether to allow Stonewell Design and Build Ltd use of the Saffron Road 

car park to facilitate loading of lorries from their adjacent site.  

RESOLVED: 

That Stonewell Design and Build Ltd are not permitted to use the car park to facilitate 

the loading of lorries from their adjacent site due to the considered unacceptable impact 

on public safety given the car park is busy with both vehicles and pedestrians with the 

Doctors Surgery and Little Steps Nursery accessed from the site; and that that there is 

a  potential risk of damage to the car park because of the weight and size of the lorries 

with the standards used to construct the car park unknown. 

  

17/141. 

17/141.1. 

 

 

 

17/141.2. 

CHRISTMAS SPARKLE 

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes from the Events Working Party meeting held on the 18th July 2017 be 

received and noted. 

 

RESOLVED: 

That the stall hire fee for business stalls at Christmas Sparkle be set at £55. 

  

17/142. PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE 

 RESOLVED: 

That a budget, to a maximum of £10,000, be delegated to the Clerk to facilitate the 

purchase of a vehicle. That the Clerk check the situation with regard to the level of  VAT 

that can be reclaimed further to query regarding only 50% reclaim under certain 

conditions related to what is business use or non business use. That if the Clerk cannot 

implement the decision following clarification of the VAT issue then the matter will be 

presented back to the Council.  

  

17/143. COMMUNITY FACILITIES FUND 

 Cllr D C Lawson MBE queried if the painting of the railings in the High Street might be 

considered. The Clerk said the emphasis for this year is ‘healthy and active recreation 

for as many members as possible for the community to access’, so this may not fall 

within the criteria.   
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Cllr C P O’Rourke queried the sum of monies available. The Clerk advised that up to 

£50,000 was available.  

RESOLVED: 

That Councillors submit ideas for funding by a grant from the Community Facilities 

Fund to the Clerk within 2 weeks of the meeting,if possible. 

  

17/144. ITEMS TO REPORT 

 • Cllr Mrs O Mayes advised of the Archaeology Allsorts event at Chichele College 

Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th July 2017.  

• Cllr D C Lawson MBE reported his attendance, with the Mayor, to the 

Northamptonshire Larger Councils Partnership Larger meeting where there was 

a wide ranging discussion about local government reorganisation, unitary 

councils and devolved services. An agenda item is intended for the next meeting. 

• Cllr J Smithers referred to the hedge line that runs to the rear of Blackwell Close 

and the many brambles now growing through which need cutting back. The 

Clerk will check the contract to see whether this hedge line is included or not. 

Cllr J Smithers also spoke of the number of weeds in the footpaths and verges. 

He suggested that if the County Council wouldn’t treat them then the Town 

Council or the community should do so as part of a ‘Clean My Street’ campaign.  

• Cllr Mrs P H Whiting spoke of the Winter Wonderland theme for the Church for 

Christmas Sparkle and sought volunteers to help with the Council display.  

 

 Mayor 

 

Date 


