MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HIGHAM FERRERS
TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 29th JUNE 2021 AT 7.30PM
AT THE BEDE HOUSE, ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD
PRESENT:

The Mayor (Councillor Mrs C Reavey)
The Deputy Mayor (Councillor Mrs A Gardner)
Councillor Mrs P H Whiting
Councillor N Brown
Councillor B Spencer
Councillr V K Paul
Councillor B Prigmore
Councillor G Salmon
Councillor C P O’Rourke
Councillor P McCann
Mrs Sandra Mitcham (Town Clerk)
Ms Alicia Schofield (Assistant Clerk)
David Wicks (Mayor’s Sergeant)
IN ATTENDANCE: 2 members of the public
21/117.

APOLOGIES
Cllr H L Jackson, Cllr Mrs J Bone, Cllr P Tomas, Cllr G Kelly, Cllr A M T Reading

21/118.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Other Interests
Cllr P H Whiting, item 14, has family connections to the Rushden and Higham Ferrers
Cricket Club.

21/119.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on the 25th May 2021 be signed by the Mayor as a
true and correct record.

21/120.

PUBLIC FORUM
The Chair of the Rushden and Higham Ferrers Cricket Club spoke further to the letter
she had sent to the Town Council seeking approval to locate a defibrillator near the
cricket ground. In excess of £2000 has been raised in funds. The Round Table have also
offered to donate a defibrillator which they wish to see installed at the recreation ground.
With an excess of funds the club were in a fortunate position to be able to look at other
locations too for siting a defibrillator in Higham and Rushden, including other sporting
facilities and the local schools. A defibrillator is planned for Henry Chichele Primary
School who were a local school some distance from the centre who did not have one.
The club do not wish to keep the recreation ground defibrillator for their own use but
wish it to be sited so it is available for all. The club will cover the maintenance costs.
The club would urge the council to push for a defibrillator on all new housing estates.
Businesses are also offering support so it is hoped this will allow for training in the use
of defibrillators and that a training day can be offered at the Pavilion.

21/121.

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Mayor reported on her activities since the last meeting as follows:
• 1st June, I welcomed to the Council Chamber, with the Deputy Mayor and Cllr
Whiting, the retiring Councillors: Cllr Lawson, Cllr Mantle and Cllr Hamblin.
We held a socially distanced leaving party with each presented with a town
plaque and thanked for their work and commitment to the Council and the town.
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•

21/122.

10th June, I formally opened the newly refurbished Co-op store. The store is a
great asset to the town and it was missed by customers during the refurbishment
works.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
Police Report
The link to the report for April 2021 https://www.streetcheck.co.uk/crime/nn108bt
44 Crimes for April: •
Anti-Social Behaviour – 16
•
Criminal Damage and Arson – 5
•
Public Order – 4
•
Shoplifting – 5
•
Violent and sexual offences - 13
•
Other Theft – 1
CCTV Report
A copy of the CCTV report attached had been circulated.
The Clerk responded to a number of questions raised by Councillors regarding the
effectiveness of CCTV, the crime figures and the reporting system. The Clerk advised
the website ‘streetcheck’ is the best means to use to track the crime figures and the latest
information in relation to each crime.
RESOLVED:
That the Town Clerk’s report be received and noted.

21/123.

QUESTIONS
None.

21/124.

REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BODIES
As the Police Liaison Representative, Cllr, Mrs A Gardner, informed Council of her last
walkabout with PCSO Stephanie Bacon on the 28th June. They were joined by another
officer in training. PCSO Bacon will now be central to the town. The new WPC will also
be central to Higham. When she comes starts it is hoped she will coming to a meeting
for introductions. CCTV has been effective in helping to identifying certain school age
individuals linked to anti-social behaviour (ASB). The Police have been into schools,
parents have been visited and both the school and PCSO have issued letters. In the last
2 weeks there has been no ASB at Saffron Road recreation ground. Cllr Gardner repeated
the message that any ASB or other crimes should be reported to the Police so a true
picture is formed and it ensures the allocation of resources to tackle it. Voi have their
own reporting system for incidents with e-scooters and Cllr Gardner urged all to use this
so a true picture was formed of the various issues surrounding them. If there is no
reporting it will be assumed that everyone likes the e-scooters and is happy with them.
Cllr Gardner confirmed the working hours of the PCSO varied but the shift work allowed
a presence in the town in the evenings too.

21/125.

REPORTS FROM UNITARY COUNCILLORS
A joint report from the North Northamptonshire Unitary Councillors had been
circulated.

21/126.
FINANCE
21/126.1. To approve accounts for payment as at 29th June 2021.
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RESOLVED:
That the accounts for payment total of £35,926.88 as at 29th June 2021 be approved for
payment. Copy attached to the minutes.
21/126.2. To approve the bank account reconciliation as at 30th April 2021 and 31st May 2021
RESOLVED:
That bank account reconciliation as at 30th April 2021 and 31st May 2021 be signed by
the Mayor after being checked by Cllr Mrs P H Whiting.
21/126.3. To receive and note the budget report as at 31st May 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the budget report as at 31st May 2021 be received and noted.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
To receive and adopt the minutes of the following committees: 21/127.1. Planning and Development Advisory Committee held on the 15th of June 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Planning and Development Advisory Committee held on the 15th
June 2021 be received and adopted.
21/127.

21/127.2. Policy and Resources Committee held on the 22nd June 2021.
That the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee held on the 15th June 2021 be
received and adopted.
Recommendations
(i) Review of Policies
RESOLVED:
• That Coronavirus be added to the list of diseases in the Health and Safety Policy.
• That the Disciplinary and Grievance Procedure be reviewed with a target date for a
draft to be agreed by full Council in September 2021.
• That the following policies be reviewed without change: Dignity at Work – Bullying and Harassment Policy
Leader Protocol
Mayors’ Handbook.
Financial Regulations
(ii) Feeder Pillars
RESOLVED:
That 2 feeder pillars for additional electric supply be installed in the Market Square
within a budget of £7000. To be funded from Higham Ferrers Improvement Reserve.
21/128.

REVIEW OF TIME EXTENSION OF CLERK’S DELEGATED POWERS
RESOLVED:
That the delegated powers given to the Clerk as a response to the Covid-19 outbreak be
extended with a review date September 2021.

21/129.

CO-OPTION OF A COUNCILLOR
RESOLVED:
That Sean Prosser be co-opted as a Councillor to fill the 1 vacancy.

21/130.

DEFIBRILLATOR TO THE PAVILION
Cllr Mrs P H Whiting, having declared an interest, withdrew from the discussion and the
vote.
RESOLVED:
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That Rushden and Higham Ferrers Cricket Club be permitted to locate a defibrillator to
the outside of the Pavilion.
21/131.

CHURCHYARD PLANTING
RESOLVED:
That no trees are planted along the northern boundary. That shrub planting be permitted
in the identified area with request that it be undertaken with care and mindful of existing
tree roots; suggested planting as blackthorn, hawthorn and cotoneaster with any further
shrub species requested for the area at the approval of the Clerk in conjunction with the
Tree Warden. That Council do not support the planting of a Rowan in a position between
the Bede House and the Church.

21/132.

PRE-PLANNING CONSULTATION FOR A PROPOSED UPGRADE TO
EXISTING RADIO BASE STATION, WOODLEY HOLDING LTD, NEWTON
ROAD, HIGHAM FERRERS
To consider a response to the pre-planning consultation from Cornerstone on behalf of
Telefonica and Vodaphone:Woodley Holding Ltd, Newton Road, Higham Ferrers: Removal of the existing 3
no. antennas and the installation of 3 no. replacement antennas. Ancillary
development thereto including the installation of 3 no. Remote Radio Units (RRUs)
and 1no. GPS module.
RESOLVED:
That Council have no comments aside they would not wish to see an increase in the
height of the mast.

21/133
CHRISTMAS SPARKLE WORKING PARTY
21/133.1. Christmas Sparkle Working Party meeting held on the 14th June 2021
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Christmas Sparkle working party meeting held on the 14th June
2021 be received and noted.
21/133.2. Christmas Tree in the Market Square
RESOLVED:
That a christmas tree in the Market Square form part of Sparkle this year and that
sponsorship be sought to meet the cost of the supply and installation of the tree. That
Council agree to cover the cost if it cannot be met in full by sponsorship.
21/134.

ITEMS TO REPORT
None.
Mayor
Date
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Accounts for Payment June 2021
Date
02/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021

29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
02/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
19/06/2021
19/06/2021
28/06/2021
10/06/2021
10/06/2021
26/06/2021
15/06/2021
15/06/2021
15/06/2021
15/06/2021
15/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021
30/06/2021
29/06/2021
29/06/2021

Reference
253
264
257
268
273
263
266
274
267
269
270
265
272
256

259
252
271
259
260
276
254
258
250
261
275
277
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
251
262
255
262
AE
300593
278

Payee

Cloudy IT
Clean4Shaw
Inter County Cleaning
Emily Arrow
Sandra Mitcham
Alicia Schofield
Donna Anderson
Jennifer Tuffnail
David WIcks
LGSS
NEST
C Spring
Stephen Bridge
HMRC
North Northants Council (£9919.96
Badgemaster
Rosetta Publishing
North Northants Council
Prestige Printing
RBS
Crime Secure
LGSS LAW
Amazon
Savour The Flavour
NCALC
Northants Fire
SSE
SSE
Direct 365
Bright Hr
Lloyds bank
BT
Everflow
SSE
North Northamptonshire Council
North Northamptonshire Council
North Northamptonshire Council
North Northamptonshire Council
North Northamptonshire Council
BACA
Wicksteed
Eon
A & R Print Solutions
Unity Trust Bank
B & D Plant Displays
Toolstation

Details
Total Amt
IT Monthly charge
£339.00
Cleaning public toilets
£918.60
Deep Clean Pavilion
£435.60
Admin Salary
£1,165.84
Clerk Salary
£2,864.61
Assistant Clerk Salary
£1,364.34
Salary
£1,108.13
Cleaners Salary
£70.93
Mayors Sergeant Salary
£84.79
Pension
£1,320.54
Pensions
£390.18
Salary
£969.86
Salary Park Warden
£198.82
Tax & NI
£2,401.86
Parks, Cemtery, Churchyard, car parks Maintenance,
Burials
£9,919.96
ID Badges
£27.30
Advert & Deliver Higham Times
£356.40
Dog Bin Emptying
£55.18
Print Higham Times
£850.00
Accounts software annual fee
£979.20
CCTV July to September
£4,650.00
Legal work re lease of community room
£42.00
Lock Box
£24.48
Mayors Teas with retiring Cllrs
£40.95
Training
£88.00
Ann Fire Alarm monitoring
£408.00
Streetlighting Electric
£14.62
Streetlighting Electric
£187.80
waste Bin collection
£27.30
HR Support
£43.44
Postage, Cleaning Mats, Bank Charges
£13.34
Telephones
£233.65
Water Town Hall, Cemetery, Toilets, Castle Fields, Pavilion £279.79
£18.30
Electric Tennis Bld
Rates - Town Hall
£309.00
Rates- Cemetery
£104.00
Rates Saffron Rd Car Park
£212.00
Rates Market Square Car Park
£137.00
Rates Tennis Court Bld
£52.00
Uniform
£93.02
Part for zip wire
£25.80
sStreetlight Maintenance & Greenway light
£2,497.47
Bollard Covers re Audio Trail
£129.60
Bank Charges
£6.20
Hanging baskets Town Hall
£450.00
Hosepipe
£17.98
£35,926.88
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
CLERKS REPORT
27th July 2021
Police Report
Link to the report for May 2021 https://www.streetcheck.co.uk/crime/nn108bt
61 Crimes for May: • Anti-Social Behaviour – 18
• Criminal Damage and Arson – 5
• Public Order – 4
• Shoplifting – 3
• Violent and sexual offences - 22
• Other Theft – 2
• Burglary – 1
• Drugs – 1
• Possession of Weapons – 1
• Robbery – 1
• Vehicle Crime 3
Heritage Day
19th September 2021 at Rushden Lakes. It is part of Nene Valley Festival. Planning is
well advanced. This will include stalls in the central boulevard including the Town
Council and other stalls promoting our heritage as well as businesses and community
stalls. Open Topped Bus tours of Rushden and Higham Ferrers, Rushden Town Band,
Morris Dancers, Circus Workshops. This is joint event with Rushden Town Council
and is funded partly by Rushden Lakes and Nene Valley Festival
MUGA
There have been complaints again with balls from the MUGA going into the gardens
of one of the properties on Wharf Road and youths climbing in to get them. In the past
we have raised the fence heights. We have now refreshed the anti-climb paint. The area
is closed after 5pm. Police are aware. We have received a complaint from a member
of staff about their treatment by the resident which has been reported to the Police.
Annual Tree Works
A decision is due to be taken under delegated powers to award the contract so it is on
their order books to be carried out after bird nesting season has finished. The Council
has a significant tree stock which are inspected on a regular basis by an
arboriculturalist who recommends works.
Extract from Tree Policy
We work to a risk-based approach to tree management: a programme of inspection
identifying and prioritising potential hazards. The cycle of inspection for trees will be
set according to their location and area of risk.
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Full Tree Policy available here. Microsoft Word - Tree Management Policy HF
(highamferrers-tc.gov.uk)
We have a budget of 25000 for Tree Works and these works will be in the region of
£12000. 1 quote received, 2 more expected.
Meetings
Personnel Committee Thursday 29th July at 9.30am
Planning and Development Committee – Tuesday 17th August 6.30pm
Policy and Resources Committee – Tuesday 17th August 7.30pm
Full Council – Tuesday 31st August 2021 – 7.30pm
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Accounts for Payment July 2021
Date
13/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
13/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
13/07/2021
13/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
19/07/2021
19/07/2021
28/07/2021
28/07/2021
10/07/2021
10/07/2021
28/07/2021
26/07/2021
26/07/2021
26/07/2021
26/07/2021
26/07/2021
15/07/2021
15/07/2021
15/07/2021
15/07/2021
15/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021

Reference

Payee
Cloudy IT
Clean4Shaw
Inter County Cleaning
Emily Arrow
Sandra Mitcham
Alicia Schofield
Donna Anderson
Jennifer Tuffnail
David WIcks
LGSS
NEST
C Spring
Stephen Bridge
HMRC

DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
Dd
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD

North Northants Council
Badgemaster
Rosetta Publishing
North Northants Council
LGSS LAW
Amazon
NCALC
SSE
SSE
Direct 365
Bright Hr
Lloyds bank
BT
Everflow
SSE
SSE
SSE
SSE
SSE
SSE
North Northamptonshire Council
North Northamptonshire Council
North Northamptonshire Council
North Northamptonshire Council
North Northamptonshire Council
BACA
Eon
Toolstation
Colemans
Playground supplies Ltd
S Pell
Turneys
Evac Chair
In Touch

Details
Total Amt
IT Monthly charge
£339.00
Cleaning public toilets
£918.60
Deep Clean Pavilion
£301.99
Admin Salary
£1,119.81
Clerk Salary
£2,864.61
Assistant Clerk Salary
£1,428.16
Salary
£1,108.33
Cleaners Salary
£71.13
Mayors Sergeant Salary
£84.79
Pension
£1,320.54
Pensions
£392.66
Salary
£1,002.94
Salary Park Warden
£401.60
Tax & NI
£2,428.44
Parks, Cemetery, Churchyard, car parks Maintenance,
Burials
£8,178.00
ID Badges
£31.20
Advert
£216.00
Dog Bin Emptying
£55.18
Legal work re lease of community room
£52.50
PAYG Sim card
£7.79
Training
£232.00
Streetlighting Electric
£15.57
Streetlighting Electric
£200.36
waste Bin collection
£27.30
HR Support
£43.44
Postage, Cleaning Mats, Bank Charges
£3.00
Telephones
£233.65
£293.63
Water Town Hall, Cemetery, Toilets, Castle Fields,
Pavilion
£18.94
Electric Tennis Bld
£173.71
Town Hall Gas
Electric Toilets
£252.69
Electric Cemetery
£34.76
Electric Pavilion
£631.38
Electric Town Hall
£165.74
Rates - Town Hall
£309.00
Rates- Cemetery
£104.00
Rates Saffron Rd Car Park
£212.00
Rates Market Square Car Park
£137.00
Rates Tennis Court Bld
£52.00
Uniform
£158.16
Streetlight repair
£24.00
Litter picker & bag hoops& anti climb paint
£77.38
Stamps
£86.40
Parts
£122.40
Repairs Play area, man hole repair car park, install
lock box
£230.00
Various tree works
£5,556.00
Annual Maintenance
£108.00
NP website
£43.16
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27/07/2021
13/07/2021
13/07/2021
13/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021
27/07/2021

Maine
Zurich
A Route 2 Hire
SLCC
Higham and Rushden Cricket Club
C Fitzgerald
P Webbley

Qtrly photocopier charge
Van Insurance
Open Topped bus
Cilca Module
Grant 2021
Print Cartridge - Charter Project
Print Cartridge - Charter Project

£134.80
£793.77
£100.00
£30.00
£750.00
£54.99
£54.99

TOTAL

£33,787.49
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110

100

09:32

6000

220

210

200

283,600

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(7,200)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(100)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(3,200)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

21,380

-140,189

-181,321

220 Net Income over Expenditure
0

151,307

191,851

Overhead Expenditure

plus Transfer from EMR

11,118

10,530

(2,671)

2,671

Total Income

Parks & Open Spaces

3,200

Overhead Expenditure

Closed Churchyard

15,877

15,600

Overhead Expenditure
(1,546)

14,331

15,500

(5,603)

5,603

Total Income

Cemetery

7,200

Overhead Expenditure

298,290

145,555

159,600

Overhead Expenditure

Actual

443,845

Budget

Last Year

443,200

Communication & Information

Higham Ferrers TC

0

-17,421

19,610

2,189

(477)

477

2,706

2,999

5,705

(1,660)

1,660

181,955

41,163

223,118

Actual YTD

Continued on next page

0

-134,420

144,950

10,530

(3,200)

3,200

(3,300)

15,800

12,500

(7,950)

7,950

280,550

167,700

448,250

Total

Projected

Current Year

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Annual Budget - By Centre (Actual YTD Month 4)

Total Income

Administration

14/07/2021

10

0

-9,455

9,455

0

750

0

0

0

61

0

Committed

0

-108,925

123,436

14,511

(3,497)

3,497

1,310

16,719

18,029

(7,266)

7,266

283,781

178,661

462,442

Agreed

EMR

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Next Year
Carried
Forward

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Page 1

240

230

09:32

6000

270

260

250

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

175

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(3,500)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

0
(26,010)

plus Transfer from EMR

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Overhead Expenditure

26,010

(14,750)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Public Facilities

14,750

Overhead Expenditure

Public Conveniences

3,500

Overhead Expenditure

Street Lighting

2,850

3,025

Overhead Expenditure

Total Income

(5,305)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(23,226)

720

23,946

(11,899)

11,899

(2,609)

2,609

1,096

1,954

3,050

(3,865)

3,970

5,350

Overhead Expenditure

(118,809)

Actual

105

(181,321)

Budget

Last Year

45

Farmers' Market

Higham Ferrers TC

(8,500)

0

8,500

(831)

831

(651)

651

1,576

174

1,750

(1,129)

1,449

320

(17,421)

Actual YTD

Continued on next page

(25,460)

0

25,460

(13,900)

13,900

(3,500)

3,500

1,375

2,850

4,225

(5,305)

5,350

45

(134,420)

Total

Projected

Current Year

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Annual Budget - By Centre (Actual YTD Month 4)

Total Income

Car Parks

14/07/2021

11

0

759

0

0

0

0

0

0

Committed

(26,850)

0

26,850

(12,706)

12,706

(3,606)

3,606

1,503

3,115

4,618

(6,838)

6,886

48

(108,925)

Agreed

EMR

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Next Year
Carried
Forward

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
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300

290

6000

280

09:32

320

310

(3,850)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(2,500)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(10,500)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

1,050

-500
19,500

Overhead Expenditure

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

18,566

19,616

19,000

Total Income

College Street

8,053

10,500

Overhead Expenditure
(6,463)

1,590

0

Total Income

Events

2,729

2,500

Overhead Expenditure
757

3,486

0

(1,806)

1,806

(12,037)

2,149

14,186

Actual

Total Income

Economic & Tourist Dev

3,850

Overhead Expenditure

Civic

(16,299)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

16,299

Budget

Last Year

0

Overhead Expenditure

Higham Ferrers TC

6,539

0

6,539

0

0

0

0

0

0

(364)

364

(3,388)

0

3,388

Actual YTD

Continued on next page

17,500

1,500

19,000

(10,500)

10,500

0

(2,000)

2,000

0

(4,850)

4,850

(16,900)

0

16,900

Total

Projected

Current Year

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Annual Budget - By Centre (Actual YTD Month 4)

plus Transfer from EMR

Town Hall

14/07/2021

12

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1,300

Committed

19,669

1,093

20,762

(9,835)

9,835

0

(2,732)

2,732

0

(6,567)

6,567

(14,014)

0

14,014

Agreed

EMR

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Next Year
Carried
Forward

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Page 3

340

330

09:32

(3,000)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

684,772
452,409

(956,534)
371,849
1,536,336
-1,164,487
0
0

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Total Budget Income

Expenditure

Net Income over Expenditure

plus Transfer from EMR

less Transfer to EMR

154,690

29,282

232,364

0

956,534

0

(18,668)

154,690

Overhead Expenditure

Earmarked Reserves

(233,693)

less Transfer to EMR

6001

900

0

plus Transfer from EMR

6000

5,033

130,989

-233,693
0

55,893

114,242

Overhead Expenditure

340 Net Income over Expenditure

186,882

-119,451

Total Income

(2,550)

3,300

3,000

Overhead Expenditure

Actual

750
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY
COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 13th JULY 2021 AT 6.30PM
USING ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
PRESENT:
Cllr V K Paul (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs C Reavey
Cllr Mrs P H Whiting
Cllr Mrs A Gardner
Cllr N Brown
Cllr S Prosser
Cllr B Spencer (substitute for Cllr G Salmon)
Ms A J Schofield (Assistant Clerk)
Mrs E M Arrow (Administration and Communications Officer)
1.

APOLOGIES
Cllr G Salmon

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Other Interests
Cllr V K Paul, item 4.1(iv), lives on Northampton Road and is close to the
development site.

3.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on the 15th June 2021 be received and noted.

4.
4.1.
(i)

PLANNING
To consider advisory response for the following planning applications:21/00858/FUL: Conversion of existing detached garage with playroom and study
above to ancillary granny annexe, 75 Wharf Road, Higham Ferrers.
IT WAS RECOMMENDED:
That no objection be made but a planning condition be requested to ensure the annexe
remains ancillary to the main house and cannot be sold or let to become a separate
dwelling independent of the main house.

(ii)

21/00939/FUL: Single Storey and two-storey rear extensions, 40 College Street,
Higham Ferrers.
IT WAS RECOMMENDED:
That no comments and no objections be made.

(iii)

21/00954/VAR: Variation of conditions pursuant to application number:
17/01941/FUL: Change of use to B1, B2 and A3. Central distribution centre for
Bewitched Coffee, food storage, basic food prep will take up 66% of the floor space.
Small coffee shop to front taking up 34% of the floor space. 20 High Street Higham
Ferrers.
• Condition 4 - air conditioning units and external condensers
• Condition 8 – Plans
IT WAS RECOMMENDED:
7
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That objection be made. There will be a detrimental impact on the neighbours from
increased noise levels. The plans submitted are not up to date and do not show the
residential properties to the rear of Bewitched Coffee. It is noted that access
arrangements to install and service the external condensers may be required through
the neighbouring garden and this is not formalised.
(iv)

21/00861/OUT: Outline planning application with all matters reserved, aside access,
for a proposed residential development of up to 84 dwellings, Site 948 Former
Quarry, Hayway, Rushden
IT WAS RECOMMENDED:
That objection be made. The Town Council note the site has been allocated in the
Rushden Neighbourhood Plan (RNP) for residential development however there are
a number of issues of concern that need addressing;Highway Impact.
The volume of traffic in this area has increased as this part of the town has become
further developed in recent years, in particular Rushden Lakes has had a significant
impact on the local highway network. Adjoining the site, construction is underway
for 80 dwellings, access to which is from Northampton Road. There is concern
regarding the impact and safety of the new access on to the Hayway and its further
impact on the immediate Hayway junction with Northampton Road. 2 dwellings are
also shown with having direct access on to Northampton Road in very close
proximity to this junction.
Impact from flooding.
The area is locally known to flood. The assessment of the impact of flooding is
inadequate and needs to be fully assessed as requested by the Environment Agency.
Additional dwellings and lack of supporting infrastructure.
RNP refers to 65 dwellings, the number of houses proposed is significantly more.
The additional housing places pressure on existing infrastructure which is stretched,
particularly schools and medical facilities. Rowan Gate Primary School is a day
special school for children with learning difficulties so it will not act as the nearest
primary school for all the children from the development site.

4.2. To receive and note the following application for Tree Preservation Order work:(i) 21/00851/TPO (Tree Preservation Order): 11 Victoria Drive, Higham Ferrers.
T1 Beech - Reduce lateral spread of tree by up to 3m on your side of crown, Crown
Lift to 5m. Remove any dead/damaged branches and complete thorough inspection
of whole canopy.
T2 Beech - Reduce lateral spread of tree by up to 3m on your side of crown. Remove
any dead/damaged branches and complete thorough inspection of whole canopy,
Crown Lift to 5m. T3 Beech - Reduce lateral spread of tree by up to 4m on your side
of crown. Remove any dead/damaged branches and complete thorough inspection of
the whole canopy, Crown Lift to 5m, and strip ivy down to just above ground level.
RESOLVED:
That application 21/00851/TPO for Tree Preservation Order works be received and
noted.
4.3.

To note determinations on planning applications.
RESOLVED:
That the following determinations on planning applications be noted:
PLANNING PERMISSION
8
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21/00647/FUL – Change of use from residential to osteopathic, physiotherapy and
sports therapy clinic with 6 treatment/consulting rooms, a waiting room and existing
kitchen as a staff room (sui generis use) at 11 Market Square, Higham Ferrers.
21/00347/FUL – Single storey front extension at 2 Cedar Way, Higham Ferrers
5.

CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATE CONSULTATION
To consider response to consultation for comments on the application for a club
premises certificate:21.00668: Application for a club premises certificate, Joe’s Bar, 98 High Street,
Higham Ferrers.
IT WAS RECOMMENDED:
That no objection be made.

6.

ITEMS TO REPORT
None.

7.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
17th August 2021.

Chairman
Date

9
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND RECREATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 13th JULY 2021 AT 7.30PM
USING ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs P H Whiting
Cllr Mrs C Reavey
Cllr H L Jackson
Cllr B Spencer
Cllr G Kelly
Cllr Mrs A Gardner (as substitute for Cllr Mrs J Bone)
Cllr A M T Reading (as substitute for Cllr P McCann)
Mrs S J Mitcham (Town Clerk)
Miss A J Schofield (Assistant Clerk)
1.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
That Cllr Reading be elected as Chairman for the Advisory Committee.

2.

APOLOGIES
Cllr P McCann, Cllr Mrs J Bone

3.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

4.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on the 18th May 2021 be received and noted.

5.

OUTDOOR TABLE TENNIS TABLE
RESOLVED:
That the Council hold off making a decision with regard to the installation of an outdoor
table tennis table. Rushden Town Council are soon to install one at Spencer Park and
their experiences are to be monitored to better inform a decision at a later date.

6.

SAFETY SURFACING AT SAFFRON ROAD PLAY AREA
IT WAS RECOMMENDED:
That the current wetpour safety surfacing under the swing set, see-saw and multi-play
unit in the play area at Saffron Road Recreation Ground be removed and replaced with
bonded rubber mulch at a cost of £11,219.

7.

SHELTER AT THE DOGS OFF LEAD AREA
RESOLVED:
That a wet weather shelter is not installed at the current time in the Dogs Off Lead area
due to the high cost of the suggested shelters put forward in the report for consideration,
acknowledging that the users may wish to come forward with more economical
suggestions of their own or assist with funding.

8.

BOLLARDS, ROMAN WAY
It was noted by Councillors that the grass area did not look particularly worn. The Clerk
had written to the companies whose vans were seen parking on the grass verge and this
may have helped to resolve the issue. There are general parking issues in the area aside
the reported use of the grass verge. The PCSO is including the area in her patrols.
3
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RESOLVED:
That bollards are not installed on the grass area in Roman Way as a means to prevent
vehicles parking.
9.

BOUNDARY WALL TO CASTLE FIELDS
The Committee discussed the relative benefits and disadvantages of repairing the wall
over leaving as is or removal. The existing vegetation to the front of the wall acts as a
form of prevention and is seen as means for now to discourage the public from
trespassing into the garden.
RESOLVED:
That it is unclear whether the wall forms part of the Scheduled Ancient Monument
designation therefore the Clerk will contact Historic England for clarity on this point and
any advice regarding the request Council has received for help with repair of the
dilapidated wall.

10.

CLERK’S REPORT
Nightingale Way Play Area; 3 Giant Chairs from the Chowns Mill Improvement
Scheme
The 3 giant chairs were to be installed week commencing 17th May with the official
unveiling ceremony to be held Tuesday 25th May 2021. However, there were problems
encountered by Highways England at the time of their installation. We’re awaiting an
update regarding the design installation of the Chairs from Highways England. Safe
installation is essential to the Town Council and Highways England because they are in
a public park. Unfortunately, this delay to the installation means the official unveiling is
likely to be after the summer holidays now. The chairs are beautiful and the schools have
seen images of them and are aware of the delay.
Riverside Park Management Plan
Mr Richard Gell, the Parish Tree Warden, and a former Councillor with a vast knowledge
of the park has offered assistance to the Council in reviewing the varying habitat areas
to help in the formulation of a management document.
Riverside Park discharge pipe
A recent water/sewage flow incident was reported by us to the Environment Agency
following reports made to us by members of the public. Since the initial reporting it has
come to our attention that the end of a pipe has been exposed on our land at Riverside
Park. The exposed blue pipe is located close to the boundary with the property 110 Wharf
Road. It is understood the property is served by a domestic packaged treatment plant
which would normally discharge through subsurface percolation. It is assumed that this
pipework and associated discharge is from the plant. The homeowner is being written to
asking that they contact the Council as a matter of urgency to discuss the necessary
authorisations.
RESOLVED:
That the report from the Clerk be received and noted.

11.

PARISH PATHS WARDEN REPORT
RESOLVED:
That the report from the Parish Paths Warden, Marion Darnell, be received and noted.

12.

ITEMS TO REPORT
4
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Cllr Mrs A Gardner asked the Clerk to provide an update on the repair to the roundabout
at Saffron Road play area.
Cllr Mrs C Reavey referred to the closure of the bus lay-by outside the Co-op store during
covid restrictions. Referring to the bus shelter on Station Road near the Chowns Mill
roundabout she wondered how feasible it would be to have a bus shelter by the Co-op.
Any agenda item to consider this would best be placed for the Planning and Development
Committee.
13.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
14th September 2021.

Chairman
Date

5
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN AND FARMERS MARKET WORKING PARTY
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 28TH JUNE 2021 VIA ZOOM
Present: Cllr Mrs Angela Gardner, Cllr Mrs Tina Reavey, Cllr Mrs Pam Whiting, Sandra Mitcham,
Emily Arrow
1. Apologies: Cllr Barry Prigmore, Cllr Nigel Brown, Cllr Gary Salmon, Cllr Chris O’Rourke
2. Minutes of last meeting
The minutes from the meeting on 24th March are agreed to be an accurate record.
3. Updates:
-

Town app: We are currently at 775 users and 567 subscribed users (meaning they have
opted in to receive our push notifications). Still getting occasional requests for business
listings. Will give some more thought to how we encourage businesses and community
groups to be more active on the app and put out offers. We will do further promotion at
Heritage Day and look into including the local PCSO details on the app somewhere.

-

Film: We are conscious that while the weather is good we would like to move along this
project. We will form a small working party to review the existing quotes, decide on a
provider and make creative decisions so we can get this project completed while the town is
looking it’s best.

-

Audio Trail: The audio trail app has been launched and is being advertised in the town.

4. Farmers’ Market
We hope that the potential relaxing of restrictions in July will allow for us to accommodate a full
market again. Traders on the waiting list have been contacted to establish availability going forward.
We have started to welcome charity stalls back to the market. We will consider the possibility of
filling any last minute gaps with the town council gazebo to enable the Mayor to do some
fundraising.
5. Re-opening of the High Street
Mayor and Deputy Mayor will visit all shops and also ring those with no shop presence to ask how
their business is doing and also talk about future initiatives and what support the TC can give.
Following the success of our business forum in early 2020, another business forum is suggested as a
good way to touch base with local business owners and managers post-lockdown and understand
how best we can continue to support our local high street. A suggestion is to include the sixth
formers from Ferrers School and offer job/internship opportunities. We will await the government
decision about the relaxing of restrictions to make plans for this.
6. Heritage Day
We have the majority of our stall spaces booked and filled and have a good selection of local traders.
We have been trying to make contact with a company to provide an open-top bus for the heritage
tours but with no success so far. Rushden Town Council have offered a contact and we will pursue
this. We will take a record of our stock of bags, pencils etc to ensure we have enough to give out on
the day.
Update 29/6/21 – We have heard back from the bus company and will consider the quote.
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7. Unit with Rushden Lakes
The unit at Rushden Lakes is still operating and there is the possibility of having councillors stationed
there to provide information about Higham Ferrers. We will establish which days this might be
possible and organise some representation.
8. Any Other Business
Request from the Curry Wagon to use the doctors surgery car park – a request was made by the
Curry Wagon to park up a catering van in the doctors surgery car park one night a week (Monday,
Tuesday or Wednesday) to serve takeaway Gujarati Indian food, having had success with pitches in
Raunds, Irthlingborough and Irchester with the agreement of the councils there. The concept is for
users to take the food home as a fully packaged takeaway, not to be eaten on the street. The van
leaves zero waste and would need to be on site between 4pm-8pm.
The van is popular in its existing locations. Concerns are raised about the proximity to households,
the taking up of spaces in the car park and the possibility of extra rubbish or anti-social behaviour
taking place.
The Full Council will discuss at its July meeting.
9. Next Meeting Date
Date to be confirmed.
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL
27th July 2021
CURRY WAGON
PURPOSE
To consider the request from the mobile catering van ‘Curry Wagon’ to use the Saffron Road
car park for 1 night per week.
DETAIL OF REQUEST
Email received from the owner:From: Ajay Chauhan
Sent: 22 June 2021 12:01
To: <info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk>
Subject: Curry Wagon
My name is Ajay Chauhan. I am the owner & operator of Curry Wagon, a mobile catering
van selling homemade Gujarati Indian curries.
I currently operate in the following places:
Thursday - Irchester, Working Men's Club car park.
Friday - Raunds, Brooke Street layby.
Saturday - Irthlingborough, High Street car park.
I have been operating in the above locations with permission since Sept 2020. I have had no
complaints nor have the relevant councils or landowners.
I would like permission to park up in the car park associated with Higham Ferrers Surgery 1
night per week, either Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday.
My van has its own power, clean water & wastewater reservoirs. I would need to arrive onsite by 1600. This would give me 1 hour to prepare the food etc & be ready to sell takeaway
Indian curries from 1700 to 2000, at which point I would close down & leave the site. No
waste/rubbish of any kind would be left on-site when I leave (primarily as my business does
not create any waste).
I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.
Kind Regards
Ajay, Curry Wagon
FB – thecurrywagon Curry Wagon | Facebook
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL
27th July 2021
HIGHAM FERRERS FESTIVAL PROSPECTUS
PURPOSE
To consider response to the prospectus for a Higham Ferrers Festival commencing with a year
of celebrations summer 2022 to summer 2023 linked to the 600th anniversary of the Bede
House and Chichele College, with a musical ‘Henry Chichele’ in the summer of 2023.
DETAIL
The Council considered a discussion paper in February 2020 from Rev Michelle Dalliston,
Richard Oberman (St Mary’s Church) and Carol Fitzgerald (Friends of St Marys Church and
member of Tourism. The original discussion paper is attached, along with a front page update.
In February 2020 the Council resolved that consideration of the proposal regarding a festival
for Higham Ferrers be deferred until after the May elections given the level of commitment
required to the project in terms of staff allocation and potential costs.
At section 3 the prospectus indicates the original plan for a biennial festival. It is suggested this
longer term plan could follow the proposal set out in the front page update for a year of
celebrations (summer 2022 to summer 2023) with musical.
A lead is sought from the Town Council for partnership working to secure grant funding and
planning for the year of celebrations with musical. This is sought following the successful
partnership project Higham Ferrers Charters: Conservation and Sharing.
Points for Consideration
• The Charter project is still running with end date December 2021. Work still to be
completed requiring staff allocation and resources:o Planning and hosting of an evening event:- skills sharing and project evaluation
workshop (12th August)
o Project evaluation survey (online and at Heritage Day, Rushden Lakes)
o Project evaluation compilation
o Submission of final report to HLF
o Interpretation panel for the Market Square – The Town Charters and their role in
the history of Higham Ferrers.
o Charter Working Group meetings administration
o Continued financial overview of the project
•

Level of availability of the staff for the lead in the grant application process if it is to
begin in the next few months. We currently a member of staff on long term sick leave
and no longer have a Town Manager for 1 day a week who could have been involved
in a project of this nature. Taking a lead would also require a project group
establishing and associated administration of that.
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•
•

•
•

How prospectus is considered and its priority level in light of other projects/business
plan
Experience of Sparkle event and others, eg Charter Celebration Day. Council planning
and work for Sparkle begins in the January for a November delivery. Successful
delivery of events also requires recruitment of a large numbers of volunteers to assist
staff on the day.
Significant work is required to deliver a big event in the town. Staffing capability to
manage more than 1 large event in a year.
Funding doesn’t cover staffing costs, should grant applications seek funding for
employment of temporary staff or a project manager.
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THE HIGHAM FERRERS FESTIVAL PROSPECTUS
A discussion paper for Higham Ferrers Town Council, St. Mary’s Parochial
Church Council, and Higham Business and Tourism Partnership.
Note as at July 2021:
The Covid Pandemic and circumstances since this Prospectus was first
proposed and submitted for consideration by the Council have inevitably
delayed the planning and development of this exciting Project. However, it has
also given a chance to reformulate and refocus. The idea of a biennial Higham
Festival as described here is still the long-term goal, but the 600th anniversary
of The Bede House and Chichele College in 2022 gives a particular point to
work towards.
Given that lockdown has created a sense of isolation and loss of community for
so many, we are thinking that a special project to engage all ages and all
sectors through music and drama would be a fitting way to celebrate both our
historic buildings and the present-day life of our town and at the same time
give us a common aim to work on together.
As such, work has already begun on an original script and musical score for
‘Henry Chichele: The Musical’, with the aim of it being performed in the
summer of 2023. Preparations for this would begin in autumn 2022 working in
partnership with local schools and theatre groups and the Musical would then
be the end point and climax of a Year of Celebrations to begin in the summer
of 2022. This would provide a discreet project for which we could seek funding
from a variety of sources, including the Heritage Lottery Fund. Given the
success of the Higham Charter Project, and that this project would be another
opportunity to work in partnership between different agencies across the town
including St Mary’s, Higham Tourism and the Town Council, we would be
looking for support from the Town Council in the first instance, most especially
with leading on the HLF application process. This would need to begin within
the next few months in order to receive the necessary funding in time to
support the organisation and necessary management of the project.
The Proposal following was that drawn up in January 2020 and presented to
the then Council for initial consideration at an early stage. These longer-term
plans could easily follow on in due course from the Musical in 2023 and the
thinking behind this is still relevant in the overall context of developing ways of
celebrating our history and promoting our town.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Over the past few years one of Higham’s great successes has been
the Sparkle. It began in a small way with the switching on of the
Christmas lights (generally acknowledged to be the best in the
district, and probably further afield), and then came angel
festivals, a funfair, stalls and continental markets until it reached
the current carnival enjoyed by everyone.
1.2 Equally successful has been the one-off Charter Day as the result
of the successful completion of the refurbishment of the town’s 6
extant charters. This medieval festival once more put Higham “on
the map”, and followed a similar pattern to the sparkle: a single
day of celebration, a chance for family enjoyment, and a
celebration of the history and culture of the town.
1.3 All of these occasions have been the result of partnerships
between the Town Council, the Church, Higham Tourism, and
latterly, the schools and other voluntary organisations of the
town, not to mention the Heritage Lottery Fund.
1.4 The purpose of them has been threefold: to show the residents of
Higham what a special place we live in, and to celebrate it; to give
residents and visitors of all ages an understanding of the history
and culture of Higham with its outstanding architectural heritage;
and to promote Higham, both inside and outside the community
as a place to visit, live and do business. These three aims, civic
celebration, civic understanding, and civic promotion are worthy
aims, and could be developed.
1.5 Other towns have now adopted the “switching on” ceremony in
their own ways. Olney turns to Charles Dickens , others have
Victorian Christmases, but most confine themselves to the
Christmas season. Which leads to this proposal.
2. THE PROPOSAL
2.1 Using the broad pattern and aims of the Sparkle, Higham Ferrers
should commit itself to mounting The Higham Ferrers Festival
every other year on the first Saturday of July, to celebrate the
town’s cultural heritage.
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2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

The Festival would be a collaboration between the council, the
church, Higham Tourism, other voluntary associations, and
particularly, the infant, junior and secondary schools, all of whom
would play a major part in the festivities.
Medieval markets would also be part of the day, plus suitable food
stalls and craft centres, as well as demonstration of ancient
handicrafts, all for the sake of the one day during which, every
two years, the clock would be turned back.
The centre piece of each day would be performances celebrating
an aspect of the history of Higham Ferrers. Appendix A offers
some suggestions for the themes, beginning in July 2022 and
lasting to 2038. Other ideas could be developed as time passes.
Performances would include schools and organisations, and would
take place throughout the day all through the town, with the
audience following the players.
It is recognised that this biennial Festival is an ambitious project,
but one which Higham has already shown that it can manage
collaboratively. It would, every other year, give a summer boost to
the Sparkle, and to the town. But over-ambition can be
dangerous, and it is recognised that doing this every year—
certainly at this stage—would overstretch the community
partners.
If there is an interest in getting the Festival off the ground, then
work would need to be started now for 2022. The nature of that
work is suggested below in The Plan.

3. THE PLAN
3.1 Under the aegis of the Town Council, a Festival Planning Group
should be convened to explore the issues and resources of
planning a biennial festival
3.2 The group should consist of representatives from the council (who
should chair and administer the group), Higham Tourism,
St.Mary’s PCC, all schools in Higham, and any other group wishing
to participate. Where possible members should have experience
of the Sparkle organisation.
3.3 The group should explore the idea of a biennial Festival, the
financial and other resources required, and how they might be
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3.4

provided, and whether it might be necessary to appoint a Festival
Director to plan and organise the festival, and a Festival Producer
to cast, rehearse, and present the performances at the centre of
the festival.
The Festival Planning group should within 3 months produce a
report for the Town Council which will make the final decision.

Richard Oberman
The Rev. Michelle Dalliston
Carol Fitzgerald
January 2020

APPENDIX A
Year
2022
2024
2026

2028
2030
2032
2034
2036
2038

Production theme
Anniversary of the founding of Chichele College in 1422
with 2 performances and processions from the Bede
House to Chichele College for the whole audience
The Higham Mystery Plays: 5 plays from the Old
Testament, performed once in the churchyard, and again
in Chichele College
Healthy Higham: a series of productions about the town
dealing with the Leper Hospital of St. James, the Bede
House, Higham’s wise women and apothecaries, healthy
eating in the middle ages, the Garth Garden and
Herbalists, the story of Richard Hacon
The Higham Mystery Plays: 5 plays from the New
Testament, performed twice each as in the 2024
production
The 6 worthies of Higham: the lives of Henry Chichele,
Lawrence Washington, Thomas Rudd, Richard Hacon,
Bernard Vann, Richard Bradshaw
Higham in 1251 (First Charter)
Tudor Higham (Second Charter)
Jacobean/Caroline Higham (Third, Fourth and Fifth
Charter) Victorian Higham(Final Charter)
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Status
I/P
Complete
In outline

Complete
In outline

All
in outline

HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL
27th July 2021
QUEENS PLATINUM JUBILEE
PURPOSE
1. To consider if the Council should hold a form of celebration or mark the event.
2. To consider participation in the Queens Green Canopy Initiative ‘Plant a Tree for the
Jubilee’.
DETAILS: FORM OF CELEBRATION OR MARKING OF THE EVENT
Council is asked if they specifically wish to hold a form of celebration or officially mark the
event. The UK will celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s 70th anniversary as monarch. The
May Bank Holiday Weekend will be moved to Thursday 2 June and an additional Bank Holiday
on Friday 3 June will see a four-day weekend to celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee - the first time any British monarch has reached this historic milestone. The four day
celebrations will feature an extensive programme of events. The following link provides more
information on the plans for the Jubilee.
https://www.local.gov.uk/queens-platinum-jubilee-central-weekend-2022
OUTLINE OF NATIONAL PLANS:
Thursday 2 June
The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour):
Platinum Jubilee Beacons
Friday 3 June
Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul’s Cathedral.
Saturday 4 June
The Derby at Epsom Downs: Her Majesty The Queen, accompanied by Members of the
Royal Family, will attend the Derby at Epsom Downs.
Platinum Party at the Palace: The BBC will stage and broadcast a special live concert from
Buckingham Palace
Sunday 5 June
The Big Jubilee Lunch: In 2022 The Big Lunch will bring the Jubilee celebrations into the
heart of every community.
The Platinum Jubilee Pageant: A pageant featuring over 5,000 people from across the United
Kingdom and the Commonwealth will take place against the backdrop of Buckingham Palace
and the surrounding streets.
WHAT HAS TOWN COUNCIL DONE PREVIOUSLY
Queens Jubilee in 2013. The Council held a continental market, funfair and stalls on Saffron
Road Recreation Ground and the Rock Choir was in the College Grounds. Commemorative
mugs were brought by the Council and presented to every primary school child in Higham
Ferrers.
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Poster below for Queens 90th Birthday.
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DETAILS: THE QUEENS GREEN CANOPY INITIATIVE
To follow are a couple of emails received regarding the scheme, which is also being promoted
by North Northamptonshire Council. I also attach a copy of the NCALC article in the last
edition of their update.
Our Tree Warden, Richard Gell, has been consulted on the initiative and views have been
sought regarding appropriate locations for planting a tree. We currently have a former jubilee
tree planted on Castle Fields with accompanying plaque.
Also attached is a report from 2019 along with minutes as this gives an overview of the
presentation given by the Tree Warden at that time. Since that report we have planted 5 trees
in Saffron Road Rec and 70 at Nightingale Way Open Space. We have also recently taken
over Phase 5 Kings Meadow Lane. As a Council we do have limited space where we can
plant trees as we need to consider the impact on properties and also future maintenance which
costs us in the region of £25000 per annum.
From: Lord-Lieutenant <Lord-Lieutenant@westnorthants.gov.uk>
Sent: 26 May 2021 15:16
Subject: “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”
To mark and celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next year every Town and Parish
Council in Northamptonshire is invited through The Queen’s Green Canopy initiative to “Plant a Tree
for the Jubilee” as part of a nationwide celebration.
The project will see all counties of the United Kingdom creating a network of individual or specimen
trees, avenues, copses and woodlands in honour of The Queen’s 70 years of service to the Nation.
There is already great interest in this project across the county and whether your council plants a
single specimen tree, a row of trees, an avenue or a copse the Platinum Jubilee will offer an
opportunity for people to unite in celebration of The Queen’s lifetime of service and encourage
people to come together with the common purpose of “greening” their local environments.
In terms of timings the first planting phase will be from October 2021 to April 2022 and the
Platinum Jubilee Official National Celebration Weekend is on the 3rd to the 6th of June 2022.
You will find further information in the next edition of eupdate from Northants CALC and of course
all the detail on The Queen’s Green Canopy website: www.queensgreencanopy.org
My role is to assist the Lord Lieutenant champion and publicise The Queen’s Green Canopy
initiative across the county. Should you have any questions do please feel free to contact me by email. paul@southfieldshouse.co.uk
With best wishes,
Paul Parsons
Southfields House, Towcester, Northamptonshire, NN12 8EA
www.queensgreencanopy.org
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From: Paul Parsons <paul@southfieldshouse.co.uk>
Sent: 14 July 2021 16:24
Subject: “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”
Since sending my introductory e-mail in May I have had the pleasure of speaking with Councilors
from a number of Town Councils across the County and I am confident that those Councils with
whom I have yet to speak have plans in the development stage.
We are now some twelve weeks away from the beginning of the 2021/22 planting season but please
don’t let that panic you as we are still some 36 weeks away from the end of it! Time is on our side
but there is a need to formulate and finalise plans before too long.
I have had the first of a number of Zoom meetings with Town Councils and if you might find it helpful
I would be delighted to answer any questions you may have either in person or via Zoom over the
coming months so do please feel free to make contact.
In case it may help I have come across the following schemes and ideas:
•

Small plots of land. If you are aware of a small plot in an urban area, it may be suitable for a
‘Tiny Forest’ planting. These forests consist of densely planted trees, generally in an area of
about 200-500 metres squared, or roughly that of a tennis court. The criteria are fairly
flexible but areas with underground and overhead services are to be avoided and they must
be a minimum of 5 metres away from any buildings to ensure long term success. QGC
delivery partners for this are Earthwatch and SUGi, who already have funding for some
projects if sites can be found. Here is a link to the Earthwatch website with more
information on this exciting concept. https://earthwatch.org.uk/get-involved/tiny-forest
Preferred locations would be urban areas of socioeconomic deprivation. If you are aware of
a plot of land you think would be suitable for a Tiny Forest and someone in the Community
who is prepared to act as a point of contact and cohere community participation, please
contact Louise Hartley (lhartley@earthwatch.org.uk) at Earthwatch and James GodfreyFaussett (james@sugiproject.com) at SUGi and copy david.corbin@queensgreencanopy.org

•

A street or urban area. If a group or individual wants to plant trees on a local street or car
park, there are a number of local organisations who can make this happen. For advice in the
first instance contact Trees for Cities info@treesforcities.org

•

Buckinghamshire. There are numerous different projects in development around the
country. In Buckinghamshire for example detailed plans are being developed including the
ambition to plant a tree in 170 care homes, 235 schools, 236 early years providers and social
housing sites. They will also be looking for opportunities to involve inter-generational
schemes and a multi-faith approach. They are also exploring the idea of a Street Tree
Scheme providing the opportunity for householders to apply for a tree to plant in their
street. This represents a level of ambition it would be good to see in Northamptonshire!

With very best wishes,
Paul Parsons
Southfields House, Towcester, Northamptonshire, NN12 8EA
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www.queensgreencanopy.org
Instagram: @queensgreencanopy Twitter: @qgcanopy Facebook: @queensgreencanopy
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND RECREATION
COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2019 AT 7.30PM
AT THE TOWN HALL.
PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs S Mantle (Chairman)
Cllr C O’Rourke
Cllr H L Jackson
Cllr Mrs A Gardner
Cllr V Paul
Cllr Mrs P H Whiting
Cllr C Reavey (as a substitute for Cllr A M T Reading)
Mrs S J Mitcham (Town Clerk)
Miss A J Schofield (Assistant Clerk)
1.

APOLOGIES
Cllr A M T Reading.

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cll H L Jackson, item 6 and item 18, owns plots at the Cemetery.

3.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held 10th September 2019 be signed by the Chairman as
being a true and correct record.

4.

PUBLIC FORUM
Mr Tomas spoke with regard to item 14. The open fires at the scrapyard caused the valley to
be filled with smoke, smoke that was toxic due to the nature of the waste that was being
burnt. Mr Tomas expressed the seriousness of the incidents. East Northants Council and the
Environment Agency are aware of the incidents. He requested the Council seek an update on
the fire incidents.

5.
5.1.

TREE PLANTING
Presentation from Richard Gell, Parish Tree Warden.
Gravel extraction has played a key role in dictating the local landscape. There are many areas
of woodland locally. Photos were shown of Riverside Park when the trees were first planted
and then comparison made with the appearance of the Park now. In 1986 the Nature
Conservation Group surveyed the hedgerows and trees in the Parish and Richard Gell
presented the map from this survey. Reference was then made to the Grounds Maintenance
Contract, with a map showing the contracted areas and the areas of open space and parks
within the town. The options for tree planting on Town Council land are limited. Kings
Meadow Phase 5 has not yet been adopted by the Council with adoption from the developer
likely in 2021. Phase 6 Kings Meadow, Nightingale Way Recreation Ground and the Dogs
Off Lead area have scope for a small amount of planting. The Town Green land has legal
issues preventing tree planting at present. 3 areas were suggested for tree planting, but the
areas were not on land under the control of the Council. The land is understood to be in the
ownership of the Duchy of Lancaster and as such would not be open access for the public.

5.2.

RESOLVED:
That the Council approach the Duchy of Lancaster with a view to pursuing the possibility of
tree planting involving the local schools on the 3 areas as suggested by the Tree Warden.
9
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TREE PLANTING
ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE
12th NOVEMBER 2019
PURPOSE
To consider the following:-:
Higham Ferrers Town Council actively engage with local schools and other organisations
within the town to plant new and replace old trees in Higham Ferrers. This is to improve the
area and help with climate change.
DETAILS
At the October Town Council meeting it was agreed the Committee would consider the
resolution that Cllr B Prigmore had proposed at Council.
To follow is the report that accompanied the item at Town Council:
TREE PLANTING
HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
29th OCTOBER 2019
PURPOSE
To consider the following resolution from Cllr B Prigmore:Higham Ferrers Town Council actively engage with local schools and other organisations
within the town to plant new and replace old trees in Higham Ferrers. This is to improve the
area and help with climate change.
Cllr J Smithers has also requested an item on tree planting be on the agenda.
DETAILS
The Council owns a stock of 505 trees plus another 16 groups of trees and will be taking on
more trees with the handover of phase 5.
In 2012 the Council planted tree saplings to the rear of Henry Chichele School.
In considering where trees can be planted and what species they need to consider the future
maintenance. Any suggestions on locations should be discussed with the Tree Warden Richard
Gell so they can be assessed on whether the location is appropriate.
There are from time to time free trees and hedge packs offered by the Woodland Trust and
other bodies and these opportunities could be explored when putting together a proposal.
The way forward is for Councillors to put forward their suggestions on potential areas which
can be assessed by the Tree Warden and the Environment and Recreation Committee.
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