MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND RECREATION
COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2021 AT 7.30PM
IN THE TOWN HALL, MARKET SQUARE, HIGHAM FERRERS
PRESENT:
Cllr B Spencer (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs P H Whiting
Cllr H L Jackson
Cllr G Kelly
Cllr P McCann
Cllr Mrs J Bone
Cllr Mrs A Gardner (as substitute for Cllr Mrs C Reavey)
Miss A J Schofield (Assistant Clerk)
1.

APOLOGIES
Cllr Mrs C Reavey.

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Other Interests
Cllr H L Jackson, items 5 and 6, owner of burial plots at the Cemetery.
Cllr B Spencer, item 8, Secretary and Treasurer of the Higham Ferrers Riverside Park
Anglers Association.
Cllr Mrs P H Whiting, item 7, has family who are members of the Cricket Club.

3.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held 14th September 2021 be 2021 be signed by the
Chairman as a true and correct record.

4.

PUBLIC FORUM
None.

5.

CEMETERY FEE REVIEW FOR 2022/23
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the cemetery fees for 2022/23 remain the same as 2021/22 as follows:
• Purchase of a burial plot- £330
• Purchase of a child plot - £100
• Burial of child under 12 years- £135
• Burial of person over 12 years single depth - £425
• Burial of person over 12 years double depth - £525
• Burial of stillborn child - £40
• Headstone (1.4m in height) - £85, each additional 0.1m - £10
• Additional inscription - £45
• Single kerbset or other memorial - £95
• Double kerbset or other memorial - £130
• Flower vase with/without inscription - £45
• Purchase of cremation plot - £140
• Interment of ashes single depth - £185
• Interment of ashes double depth - £200
• Scattering of ashes - £55
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•
•
•
•

Memorial stone for cremated remains, horizontal or vertical - £55
Administration fee (no undertaker for ashes interment) - £50
Registration of transfer of burial rights - £50
Searches and certified copies/extracts - £30

6.

NON-PERMITTED ITEMS AT THE CEMETERY
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That work to remove the loose stone chippings or items that are easily broken with shards
a potential hazard for visitors and contractors to the Cemetery is a priority and will
continue. That given the staff allocation required for the work to remove the remaining
non-permitted items, the work should become a project for the business/forward plan
with a low priority.

7.

SPORTS AND FACILITY FEE REVIEW FOR 2022/23
(i) Sport Clubs and Facility Fees
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the fees for 2022/23 remain the same as 2021/22 as follows:
• Football Clubs: Football Pitch only - £16 per match, Changing Rooms - £25 (plus
VAT) per match.
• Cricket Club: Pitch - £220 per season, Changing Rooms £300 (plus VAT) per
season.
• Tennis Club are £162.50 per quarter to include all matches, club and coaching
sessions and use of the cabin.
(ii) Casual hire of Tennis Courts and MUGA
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the fees for 2022/23 remain the same as 2021/22 as follows:
• Hire of Tennis Courts - £5 (inc VAT) per hour. (Half price if a Tennis Club
Member)
• Regular users - seasonal fee of £50 per annum and a 20% reduction (£40) for
tennis club members.
• MUGA - £10 (inc VAT) per hour.

(iii) School use of facilities
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the fees for 2022/23 remain the same as 2021/22 as follows:
For the period after May half term through to the end of the summer term £300 plus
VAT.
(iv) Pavilion hire
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the fees for 2022/23 remain the same as 2021/22 as follows:
Room Type
Price per Hour (£)
Price per Hour (£)
Category of Hire
(Mondays –
(Sundays/Public
Saturdays inclusive)
Bank Holidays)
Commercial
Hall 1
£12.50
£18.75
Charity
Hall 1
£10
£15
Community
Hall 1
£.9.50
£14.25
Under 13’s Party
Hall 1
£8.50
£12.75
Private Function /
Hall 1
£11
£16.50
Party
9
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(v) Hire of Castle Fields for fairs etc.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the fee for 2022/23 for the use of Castle Fields for fairs etc remain the same, subject
to negotiation by the Clerk, with a minimum fee of £500.
8.

RIVERSIDE PARK
Item chaired by Cllr G Kelly as Vice-Chair further to Cllr B Spencer’s Declaration of
Interest.
RESOLVED:
That further work be undertaken to clarify the specification for the work to cutback and
clear the Island at Riverside Park, areas 1A, 1B, 1C to allow additional quotes to be
obtained.

9.

ST MARY’S CHURCH REWILDING PROJECT
RESOLVED:
That the Friends of St Mary’s be permitted to dig out the grass in the wildflower area of
St Mary’s churchyard.

10.

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SHRUB BED, SAFFRON ROAD CAR PARK
RESOLVED:
That improvements to the shrub bed to the front of the Saffron Road car park are
supported. That the Council try reaching out to the community to gauge the level of
interest for help with the work associated with the improvements.

11

PARISH PATHS WARDEN REPORT
RESOLVED:
That the report from the Parish Paths Warden, Marion Darnell, be received and noted.

12.

ITEMS TO REPORT
Cllr P McCann expressed an interest in meeting with the Parish Paths Warden to better
understand the routes and nature of the Rights of Way.
Cllr B Spencer advised that the Higham Ferrers Riverside Park Anglers Association were
keen to see works in the area by the willow tree and seat.

13.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
11th January 2022
Chairman
Date
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE
11th JANUARY 2022
RIVERSIDE PARK, ISLAND AREA
PURPOSE
To approve cutback and clearance works to the Island at Riverside Park, areas 1A, 1B, 1C.
To incorporate the clearance area into the grounds maintenance contract with a grass meadow
mowing regime.
DETAIL
At the last meeting it was agreed:That further work be undertaken to clarify the specification for the work to cutback and clear
the Island at Riverside Park, areas 1A, 1B, 1C to allow additional quotes to be obtained.
Site meetings have been held with contractors. Quotes have been obtained for both retention
and removal of waste arisings from site and are given below.
It has also been established that the Island area falls within the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
SSSI. As such, certain operations, including the introduction of mowing or cutting vegetation,
require Natural England’s consent. Consent was received 4th January from Natural England for
the proposed works. The consent is based on the removal of the waste arisings from site.
Specification from previous (for removal of arisings from site)
•
Sensitively raise up lower branches on the tree/shrub stock that will impede the
clearance operation.
•
Supply a compact flail machine to access the narrow bridge. Then flail down the
areas as indicated on the drawing supplied.
•
Complete the tidying works with strimmers.
•
Strim edges to the lake where required. (As discussed,)
•
Supply hedge cutters to take back the mass growth of brambles where they encroach
the footpath interface.
•
When the clearance work is completed, rake up all arisings and stockpile.
•
Supply micro dumpers to then transport all the arisings out over the bridge ready
for collection.
•
Supply skips or grab lorry to then remove all the waste to tip
COSTS
Clearance
Quote A
Quote B
Quote C

To retain all arisings on site
£2950
£4760
£2250

To remove all arisings from site
£5244
£5260
To follow

To be met from Higham Ferrers Improvement Fund
Maintenance
Once cleared the area needs to be regularly maintained so brambles and ground cover do not
take hold once more. It is recommended the area forms part of the grounds maintenance
4

contract to ensure grass establishes and a mowing regime is in place. Riverside Park currently
receives 8 cuts per summer season with a standard rate applied per m2. Total cost last season
of £693.60.

5

6

HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION COMMITTEE
11th JANUARY 2022
SHRUB BED, SAFFRON ROAD CAR PARK
PURPOSE
To agree expenditure on improvement works to the shrub bed to the front of the Saffron Road
car park.
DETAIL
The Committee supported the improvement of the shrub bed at the last meeting and it was
agreed:
That the Council try reaching out to the community to gauge the level of interest for help with
the work associated with the improvements.
Interest has been expressed. In order to take the project forward the Committee are asked to
agree a budget for the cost of the improvement works. The labour is to be drawn from
Community Payback and the volunteers. Maintenance of the shrub bed area is within the
grounds maintenance contract.
COST
Cost to cover purchase of soil and fertiliser, bark chip, plants and items of equipment.
£500 budget from Higham Ferrers Improvement Fund.
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Higham Ferrers Parish Path Warden Report January 2022
Path VC3 walked 6.12.21. There has been an extension of the tarmac and the path is wide
and clear.
Path VC8 walked 22.11.21. The crossfield path was good except the wide rows of
sweetcorn either side of the central hedge although the farmer has left a wide headland to
walk along. I think I need to pick my battles and leave this one but please let me know if
you would prefer me to continue reporting this.
Path VC13 walked 17.12.21. The tree that came down a year ago is still there but the path
around it is so well worn that no sign of the original is visible.
Path VC15 walked 17.12.21. This path will always be on the narrow side but it has been
cleared enough to make it comfortable walking.
Path VC26 walked 29.12.21. The part alongside the dog park is has been cleared
beautifully. Good work.
The path clearing team have done a good job this year and this is the best I have seen
them.
If you have a way to say “Thank you” please do so!

Marion Darnell
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