MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HIGHAM FERRERS
TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 30th MARCH 2021 AT 7.30PM
USING ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
PRESENT:

The Deputy Mayor (Councillor C P O’Rourke)
Councillor Mrs P H Whiting
Councillor N Brown
Councillor H L Jackson
Councillor Mrs A Gardner
Councillor P Tomas
Councillor B Spencer
Councillor B Prigmore
Cllr Mrs S Mantle
Councillor A M T Reading
Alicia Schofield (Assistant Clerk)
Councillor V J Paul
David Wicks (Mayors’ Sergeant)
Mrs S J Mitcham (Town Clerk)

IN ATTENDANCE: District Councillor, Ms Harriet Pentland and 1 member of the public.
21/49.

APOLOGIES
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs C Reavey), Cllr D C Lawson MBE, Cllr A Sauntson, Cllr
D Hamblin, Cllr J Smithers.

21/50.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

21/51.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd February 2021 be signed by the Deputy
Mayor as a true and correct record.

21/52.

PUBLIC FORUM (15 minutes)
None.

21/53.

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Mayor submitted a written report on her activities since the last meeting as follows:• 8th March I attended a virtual event hosted by the Mayor of Raunds to mark
International Women’s Day. The event went well, attendees were sent a beaker,
teabag, packet of biscuits, pad and pencil. You could say that it was a very
inclusive isolated gathering!
• 11th March saw the planting of 5 Swedish White Beam trees on Saffron Road
Recreation Ground. I’m pleased to report (with fingers crossed) that apart from
one having a stake removed that first night they remain intact.
• 26th March I had a socially distanced meeting with Carrie the woodcarver to
select some pictures that were drawn by the primary aged children in our schools.
She has taken with her the shortlisted ones so that she can choose which will be
most suitable for her to use as designs on the back of the chairs which are to go
in Nightingale Way play area. Thank you to Bert for enabling us to use the
council chamber.
• 26th March also saw the emplacement of the headstone in the ‘scattering of ashes’
area in the cemetery. If you’re passing its worth going to see.
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21/54.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
Police Report
The link to the report for January 2021 https://www.streetcheck.co.uk/crime/nn108bt
42 Crimes for January: • Anti-Social Behaviour – 12
• Criminal Damage and Arson – 5
• Public Order – 5
• Shoplifting – 1
• Vehicle Crime – 1
• Violent and sexual offences - 13
• Other Theft – 2
The town is experiencing issues at Saffron Road Recreation Ground and Riverside Park
with Anti-Social Behaviour. Any crimes including Anti-Social Behaviour must be
reported online or phoned via 101. If not, they do not appear with the statistics above
which influences policing resources.
East Northamptonshire Greenway Board
Letter thanking the Town Council for their work and support has been received.
Northamptonshire E-Scooter Trial
Higham Ferrers & Rushden stakeholder update circulated.
RESOLVED:
That the Town Clerk’s Report be received and noted. The Clerk will contact
Northamptonshire County Council to ask what benefits the e-scooters are providing to
the community.

21/55.

QUESTIONS
None.

21/56.

REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BODIES
Cllr Mrs A Gardner reported her virtual attendance on the 23rd March at the Police Crime
Commissioners meeting. A new PCSO is to be working alongside PCSO Stephanie
Bacon and a new PO will be operating out of the Rushden Station. On the 22nd April
Cllr Mrs A Gardner will be joining the scheduled online NCALC meeting with regard
to the role as Police Liaison Representative. She continues to join PCSO Bacon regularly
on a round. Graffiti including obscene and racist graffiti incidents have occurred of late.
Cllr Mrs A Gardner remined of the need to report such incidents to the Police online or
via 101. CCTV images were helping with the investigations into the graffiti incidents.
E-scooters have been associated with drug distribution. The Police have been made
aware of the ability of children to use false licence information obtained from the internet
to log on and use the scooters.
Cllr H L Jackson reported following the online Rushden East Board meeting of the 15th
March. He referred to the minutes from the last meeting. Higham Ferrers do not have an
allotment society so if they acquire a plot for allotments, they would need to manage the
allotments. There is an allotment plot close to Higham Ferrers. There was a need for rewording regarding the provision of a cemetery. It was acknowledged Higham Ferrers
would require funding for their own cemetery. He suggests that Council obtain a plan of
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non-Duchy land so the new council can find a site, possibly off the |Newton Road. It is
not clear who will be leading on this project for the Unitary Authority.
21/57.

REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR
None.

21/58.
21/58.1.

FINANCE
To approve accounts for payment as at 30th March 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the accounts for payment total of £51984.57 as at 30th March 2021 be approved for
payment. Copy attached to the minutes.
To approve the bank account reconciliation as at 28th February 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the bank account reconciliation as at 28th February 2021 be signed by the Deputy
Mayor after being checked by Cllr Mrs P H Whiting.
To receive and note the budget report as at 28th February 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the budget report as at 28th February 2021 be received and noted.
To approve the following expenditure: Annual membership of Northants ACRE.
RESOLVED:
That membership of Northants ACRE be renewed for the year at a cost of £35.
External decoration of the Town Hall.
RESOLVED:
That the external decoration of the windows and doors of the Town Hall be undertaken
at a cost of £1300.
Additional fencing and second gate to the Dogs Off Lead area.
RESOLVED:
That additional fencing and a second gate to the Dogs Off Lead area be installed at a
cost of £795.
Heritage Trail Interpretation Panel, Market Square.
RESOLVED:
That an interpretation panel with heritage trail information be placed in the Market
Square alongside the Town Council notice board at a cost of £1895.

21/58.2.

21/58.3.
21/58.4.
(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

21/59.
21/59.1.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
To receive and adopt the minutes of the following committees: Planning and Development Committee held on the 16th March 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Planning and Development Committee held on the 16th March
2021 be received and adopted.

Environment and Recreation Committee held on the 16th March 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Environment & Recreation Committee held on the 16th March
2021 be received and adopted.
Recommendations
(i) BEDE CLOSE BOUNDARY HEDGE AND ACCESS TO THE OPEN SPACE TO
THE REAR
RESOLVED:

21/59.2.
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That a licence with an annual fee of £25 be granted to the resident of No. 25 Bede Close.
That the licence permits the removal of the hedge and installation of a fence to block off
access to the open space.
(ii) UPGRADE OF PATH TO TENNIS COURTS
RESOLVED:
That a budget of £9000 be set to allow for the upgrade of the path by the tennis courts,
improved ramp access and renovation of concrete area. Costs to be met from s106
Reserve for Off Site Recreation.
21/60.

COVID-19 UPDATE
RESOLVED:
That the written report from the Clerk on the current status of services and facilities
delivered by the Town Council affected by covid be received and noted.

21/61.

REVIEW OF DELEGATED POWERS
RESOLVED:
That the time period of the delegated powers given to the Clerk as a response to the
Covid-19 outbreak be extended with a review date of June 2021.

21/62.

REQUEST TO BLOCK HOLES AT THE DOGS OFF LEAD AREA
RESOLVED:
That no action be taken with regard to the animal holes at the Dogs Off Lead area and
they be left in their natural state.

21/63.

TOWN WORKING PARTY
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Town Working Party meeting held on the 24th March 2021 be
received and noted.
Recommendation
HERITAGE DAY
That the Council go ahead with Heritage Day as a joint effort with Rushden Town
Council

21/64.

CHARTER WORKING PARTY
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Charter Working Party meeting held on the 11th March 2021 be
received and noted.

21/65.

CONSULTATION ON PAVEMENT LICENCE
To consider a response to the consultation on:Pavement Licence: The Garrison - Gentlemens Hair Tailors, 1C Wharf Road, Higham
Ferrers.
RESOLVED:
That the Council object to the pavement licence given concerns regarding the proximity
of the premises to the Nursery and Infant School and the Junior School also the limited
width of the pavement available for the seating.

21/66.

CLOSURE OF MEETING TO THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED:
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That in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)
Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the following items of business,
the Press and the Public be excluded from the meeting.
21/67.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on the 23rd March 2021 be
received and adopted. That the Town Manager be thanked for her dedication to the role
and all her work for the Town Council.

21/68.

RE-OPEN THE MEETING TO PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED:
That the confidential business having been concluded, the Press and Public be readmitted to the meeting.

21/69.

ITEMS TO REPORT
Cllr C P O Rourke spoke of the parking on Chichele Street and the poor visibility for
drivers when trying to pull out of the junction on to the Kimbolton Road. The Clerk
reminded that cars parked fully blocking the pavement should be reported to the Police.
Northamptonshire County Council is responsible for parking enforcement if cars are
parked on yellow lines.
Mayor
Date
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Accounts for Payment March 2021
Date
03/01/2021
17/03/2021

Reference
147
148

17/03/2021
18/03/2021
18/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/032021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/032021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021

148
149
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168

30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021

30/03/2021
30/03/2021
31/03/2021
28/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021

169
159
170
171
172
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
173
174
175
AE
DD
176
177

30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021
30/03/2021

177
178
179
18

10/03/2021
13/03/2021
13/03/2021
12/03/2021
13/03/2021
13/03/2021

Payee

Cloudy IT
East Northants Council
East Northants Council
Amazon
Amazon
Clean4Shaw
Donna Anderson
Emily Arrow
Chris Butcher
Sandra Mitcham
Alicia Schofield
Chris Spring
Jennifer Tuffnail
David Wicks
Rosetta Publishing
Lowick Manor Farm
Rutherfords
HP
Zurich
Direct365
Crimesecure
Nest
LGSS Pensions
Steve Pell

Microshade
Buildbase
A&R Print
HMRC
Direct 365
BT
Southern Electric
Southern Electric
Lloyds
Southern Electric
Bright HR
Amazon
Northamptonshire County Council
Tool Station
Unity Trust
Everflow
Broxap
East Northants Council
East Northants Council
NCALC
Blenkharn
Eon
TOTAL

Details
IT Support
Parks, Cemetery, Churchyard Maintenance, Burials
Dog Bin Emptying
Weatherproof Box for cables
Cuprinol paint
Cleaning Public Toilets
Admin Salary
Admin Salary
Park Ranger Salary
Clerk Salary
Assistant Clerk Salary
Park Ranger Salary
Town Hall Cleaner Salary
Mayor's Sergeant Salary
Rushden Reporter Advert, Higham Times delivery
Green Waste
Keys cut
Printing
Annual Insurance premium
Legionella Risk Assessment
CCTV 3 months
Pension Contribution
Pension Contribution
Install Notice Board, Church Yard, repair wall, path
cemetery, barriers, repair sanitiser, fill holes, NW Play
area, weld gate
Hosting and support Citrix
Orange barrier fencing
Poster, flyers and bollard covers
Tax & NI
Waste
Telephone Charges
Unmetered Public Lighting
Unmetered Public Lighting
Survey Monkey, Bank Charges
Electric, Tennis Court Pavilion
HR Advice
Water Thermometer
Rushden-Higham Link subsidy
Roller & Masonry Paint
Bank Charges
Water, Castle Fields, Cemetery, Pavilion, Toilets, Town
2 benches
Parks, Cemetery, Churchyard Maintenance, Burials
Dog Bin Emptying, Bedding Plants
Training
Stone for Scattering of Ashes Area
Streetlight Maintenance
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Total Amt
£266.04
£9,447.10
£55.18
£29.98
£19.79
£918.60
£1,096.29
£1,106.02
£404.95
£2,806.72
£1,362.54
£900.06
£71.13
£84.39
£356.40
£36.00
£33.92
£224.54
£5,236.34
£379.20
£4,650.00
£379.56
£1,288.46
£930.00

£554.40
£128.10
£579.40
£2,240.10
£27.30
£223.70
£188.20
£14.62
£23.83
£17.20
£43.44
£21.59
£5,773.97
£36.24
£3.30
£133.41
£1,564.80
£6,838.81
£373.61
£30.00
£1,000.00
£112.64
£51,984.57

HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
CLERKS REPORT
27th April 2021
Police Report
Link to the report for January 2021 https://www.streetcheck.co.uk/crime/nn108bt
52 Crimes for January: • Anti-Social Behaviour – 16
• Burglary -1
• Criminal Damage and Arson – 6
• Drugs - 2
• Public Order – 5
• Shoplifting – 2
• Vehicle Crime – 1
• Violent and sexual offences - 17
• Other Theft – 1
• Other Crime - 1
The town is experiencing issues at Saffron Road Recreation Ground, Castel Fields
and Riverside Park with ASB. Any crimes including ASB must be reported online or
phoned via 101. If not, they do not appear with the statistics above which influences
policing resources.
Ferrers School
Copy of letter received re Ofsted Report attached.
EScooters
The answer to questions are below. VOI have been liaising with the council to
understand how the system for driving licence checking has been circumvented.
•

Underage riding: Voi uses driving licence verification to ensure our riders are
compliant with DfT regulations; new users are prompted to submit a selfie at
the licence verification phase. All rides require the phone triggering the
unlock to be within 500m of the vehicle, which deters children doing so
remotely using their parents accounts. If we are notified of under-age users
riding a Voi, we are able to take action by blocking the user, either
temporarily or permanently, from using the service.
We are not aware of images of driving licenses taken from google images, or
'Go Henry' cards, being used to circumvent these measures, but I have asked
Voi to contact you to discuss this point in more detail to allow them to
investigate and take action as appropriate.

•

I understand that the issue with drug-running in the town has been reported to
the Police.
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•

Scooters being left in gardens: The service Voi provides in Northamptonshire
is a shared public scheme and so users placing scooters in their
homes/gardens to keep them for long term personal use is not permitted and
can lead to fines, strikes on accounts, or, through continued misuse,
suspensions and bans. We have found that these incidents are usually rare, but
if the council believes it is a material issue in Higham, we can look to conduct
analysis to understand the scale of the problem.

•

Benefits of the scheme: The e-scooter scheme in Northamptonshire provides a
range of benefits:
o Provides an efficient, affordable, socially distanced mode of transport.
o Provides a green, carbon-neutral transportation solution to lower
emissions and improve air quality.
o Provides convenient and flexible travel for point-to-point journeys, or
for the first or last mile to public transport.
o Creates new local job opportunities, which is especially welcome
during the difficult employment market caused by the pandemic – more
than 50 local jobs created to date through the trial.
The trial also helps to provide further insights on the role that
operations such as this could play in meeting local mobility needs as
part of an integrated transport system for smaller towns.

•

Evidence of modal shift: We have not yet undertaken a detailed modal shift
study for the Northamptonshire trial, but the average length of trips (which is
quite long at 18 minutes) locally across both towns suggests that many would
have been undertaken by private car, taxi or bus, if these options were
available, rather than by foot. This assumption will be tested through a user
survey during the trials.

Meetings
All meetings are via zoom.
Annual Town Meeting 11th May 2021 – 7.30pm – Via Zoom
Locations to be confirmed for following meeting.
Mayor Making – 17th May – 7.30pm.
Planning and Development Committee – Tuesday 18th May 6.30pm
Policy and Resources Committee – Tuesday 18th May 7.30pm
Full Council – Tuesday 27th May 2021 – 7.30pm
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Accounts for Payment April 2021
Date
09/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
09/04/2021
09/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
09/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
10/04/2021
13/04/2021
13/04/2021
12/04/2021
13/04/2021
28/04/2021
27/04/2021
28/03/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021
15/04/2021
15/04/2021
15/04/2021
15/04/2021
15/04/2021
17/04/2021
17/04/2021
17/04/2021
17/04/2021
17/04/2021
27/04/2021
27/04/2021

Reference

DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD

DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD

Payee

Cloudy IT
Amazon
Amazon
Amazon
Clean4Shaw
Donna Anderson
Emily Arrow
Chris Butcher
Sandra Mitcham
Alicia Schofield
Chris Spring
Jennifer Tuffnail
David Wicks
Rosetta Publishing
En Tout Cas
Aitchison Rafferty
Direct365
Nest
LGSS Pensions
Maine
Northants ACRE
Sidey Design
HMRC
Direct 365
BT
Southern Electric
Southern Electric
Lloyds
Southern Electric
Bright HR
Tool Station
Everflow
RGS
NCALC
Higham Tyre & MOT
Rutherfords
Turneys
IN Touch
DATS Print Services
ESPO
W Cave
East Northants Council
East Northants Council
East Northants Council
East Northants Council
East Northants Council
SSE
SSE
SSE
SSE
SSE
SERVE
Higham Ferrers Bowls Club
TOTAL

Details
Total Amt
IT Support
£266.04
Sage P60
£8.49
Webcam
£22.99
Microphone
£119.00
Cleaning Public Toilets
£918.60
Admin Salary
£1,108.33
Admin Salary
£1,077.08
Park Ranger Salary
£434.95
Clerk Salary
£2,864.81
Assistant Clerk Salary
£1,428.16
Park Ranger Salary
£966.90
Town Hall Cleaner Salary
£71.13
Mayor's Sergeant Salary
£84.79
Rushden Reporter Advert,
£196.00
Paintng of MUGA
£2,940.00
Drafting of Local Plan Part 2 resposne
£1,728.00
Waste Bincollection
£27.30
Pension Contribution
£386.53
£1,320.54
Pension Contribution
Photocopier
£85.22
Annual Subs
£35.00
Framing Charters
£273.00
Tax & NI
£2,240.10
Waste
£27.30
Telephone Charges
£223.70
Unmetered Public Lighting
£207.26
Unmetered Public Lighting
£16.04
Survey Monkey, Bank Charges
£33.00
Electric, Tennis Court Pavilion
£17.47
HR Advice
£43.44
Cable Ties
£7.28
Water, Castle Fields, Cemetery, Pavilion, Toilets, Town £3,759.45
Tree Surveys
£540.00
Annual Subs & Internal Audit Fee
£3,046.68
Van MOT
£40.00
Padlocks
£43.13
Plant Trees Saffron Rd Rec
£1,657.50
NP Website
£43.16
Farmers Market advert
£90.00
Cable Ties
£34.20
Electrial Works Pavilion
£294.00
Rates - Town Hall
£312.80
Rates- Cemetery
£86.57
Rates- Toilets
£158.85
Rates Saffron Rd Car Park
£212.75
Rates Market Square Car Park
£139.25
Electric Pavilion
£632.95
Electric Cemetery
£35.19
Gas Town Hall
£312.76
Electric Town Hall
£51.19
Electric Toilets
£252.69
Grant
£500.00
Grant 2021-22
£1,750.00
£33,144.27
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 13th APRIL 2021 AT 6.30PM
USING ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs A Gardner (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs C Reavey
Cllr Mrs P H Whiting
Cllr N Brown
Cllr B Spencer
Cllr C O’Rourke
Cllr H L Jackson (substitute for Cllr D Hamblin)
Ms A J Schofield (Assistant Clerk)
Mrs E Arrow (Administration and Communications Officer)
1.

APOLOGIES
Cllr D Hamblin.

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Other Interests
Cllr H L Jackson requested that an entry be made in the minutes to make it clear
that as a member of both the Town and District Council he will reconsider all
matters at District level taking into account all relevant evidence and
representations at the District tier. Therefore, he cannot be bound in any way by
any view expressed in the parish tier or by decisions of this Committee.

3.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on the 16th March 2021 be signed by the
Chairman as being a true and correct record.

4.

PUBLIC FORUM
None.

5.
5.1.
(i)

PLANNING
To consider response to the following planning applications:20/01517/FUL: Single storey rear kitchen extension, 32 Larkin Gardens, Higham
Ferrers.
RESOLVED:
That no comments or objection be made.

(ii)

21/00339/FUL: Change of use from offices to part retail and part residential (3
apartments); Part demolition of rear flat roof extensions and erection of 2 storey
rear extension; Alterations to front door and windows, 3 Market Square, Higham
Ferrers.
RESOLVED:
That no comments or objection be made.

(iii)

21/00340/LBC: Part demolition of rear flat roof extensions and erection of 2
storey rear extension; Alterations to front door and windows; Internal works to
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allow for the change of use from offices to part retail and part residential, 3
Market Square, Higham Ferrers.
RESOLVED:
That no comments or objection be made.
(iv)

21/00324/FUL: 1 No 4-bedroom dwelling including access, parking and amenity
area (as previously approved 20/00131/FUL with additional flat roof extension),
37 Simpson Avenue, Higham Ferrers.
RESOLVED:
That no comments or objection be made.

(v)

21/00347/FUL: Single storey front extension, 2 Cedar Way, Higham Ferrers.
RESOLVED:
That no objection be made. That Council make comment that it has been noted
that building works have commenced at this property. The Town Council would
ask the planning authority to ensure that all works being undertaken are in
accordance with planning permission 20/00731/FUL and that work has not
already commenced on the single storey front extension.

(vi)

21/00392/FUL: Change of use from mixed residential/osteopathic practice to
residential only with no changes to building, The Ashgrove Clinic, 13 Lancaster
Street, Higham Ferrers.
RESOLVED:
That no comments or objection be made.

(vii)

21/00449/FUL: Demolition of existing single storey extension to the side and
rear and construction of part two storey and single storey extension to the side
and rear based on the original footprint. Installation of black alitherm 300
windows to the house, 87 Kimbolton Road, Higham Ferrers.
RESOLVED:
That no comments or objection be made.

5.2.

To receive and note the following application for works to trees:21/00355/TPO: Pollarding of the Lime tree within the properties garden - the tree
has grown too large for the space, 28 William Steele Way, Higham Ferrers.
RESOLVED:
That the application for works to trees at 28 William Steele Way be received and
noted.

5.3.

To note determinations on planning applications.
RESOLVED:
That the following determinations on planning applications be noted:PLANNING PERMISSION
20/01610/FUL – Single story extension to the rear at 9 Kings Meadow Lane,
Higham Ferrers
21/00085/FUL – Removal and replacement of existing refrigeration and a/c
plant in rear service yard; New task lighting to service yard and plant area; Reinstatement of shopfront where door removed at 26 High Street, Higham
Ferrers
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21/00010/FUL – Replacement windows within a conservation area
(retrospective) at 3 High Street, Higham Ferrers
21/00061/FUL – Erection of 2 storey side extension and conversion of existing
garage to habitable space, including installation of new bifold doors to south
elevation (resubmission of 20/01327/FUL) at 72 Windermere Drive, Higham
Ferrers
19/01781/FUL - Hybrid application comprising:
Site 1. Federal Estates land off Newton Road, Higham Ferrers: demolition of
industrial buildings and redevelopment to create 120 dwellings with highway
works, battery storage area, landscaping, acoustic fencing and bunding (Full
planning permission),
and
Site 2. Phased development of land at the Chelveston Renewable Energy Park:
(2a) 10,000sqm of replacement employment space -six buildings in B2/B8 Use
Class - and a 4,900sqm building for vertical farming in horticultural/agricultural
use with highway works, and landscaping (Full planning permission);
and
(2b) Development of up to 18,000sqm of employment space - B1/B2/B8 Use
Classes - with a maximum of 2,000sqm of B1 Use - and provision of a primary
substation (Outline planning permission all matters reserved except Access).
20/00090/FUL - Conversion of former band club to form 10 dwellings with
external alterations to provide new windows, doors and 15 off-street car parking
spaces, 7 Wharf Road, Higham Ferrers
REFUSAL OF PLANNING PERMISSION
21/00106/FUL – Two storey rear extension at 88 Wharf Road (due to view and
light considerations for neighbouring properties)
21/00137/FUL – Change of use from residential to osteopathic, physiotherapy
and sports therapy clinic at 11 Market Square (due to parking provision)
PERMITTED WORKS TO TREES
20/01086/TCA - Robinia Pseudoacacia - reduce height by 3m and shape 2.
Eucalyptus – fell due to close proximity to stone garden wall, only if necessary,
or reduce by up to 3m and shape at 6 Wood Street, Higham Ferrers.
21/00008/TPO - Lime tree at end of rear garden of 7 William Steele Way.
T4 Lime: Crown reductions by re-pollarding back to original cuts. Tree already
touching No 1 Bede Close when in leaf and need to increase light levels into
garden of 7 William Steele Way, and into garden and rear of property of 1 Bede
Close.
6.

ITEMS TO REPORT
None.

7.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
18th May 2021.
Chairman
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD
ON TUESDAY 13th APRIL 2021 AT 7.30PM VIA ZOOM.
PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs T Reavey (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs P Whiting
Cllr A M T Reading
Cllr H L Jackson
Cllr Mrs A Gardner (substitute for Cllr B Prigmore)
Cllr V Paul
Mrs S J Mitcham (Town Clerk)
Miss A Schofield (Assistant Town Clerk)
IN ATTENDANCE:
Cllr N Brown
1.

APOLOGIES
Cllr B Prigmore.

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

3.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee held on 9th February
2021 be signed by the Chairman as being a true and correct record.

4.

PUBLIC FORUM (15 minutes)
No public present.

5.

REVIEW OF POLICIES
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the following policies be reviewed without change: • Data Protection Policy
• Data Breach Policy
• Management of Records
• Subject Access Procedure
• Statement of Community Engagement.
• Training Statement of Intent.

6.

BUSINESS/FORWARD PLAN
RESOLVED:
That the circulated report be received and noted.

7.

CEMETERY
RESOLVED:
That the Clerk approach the Duchy of Lancaster about the potential for progressing sites near
the Chelveston border that were previously highlighted by the consultant. Subject to a positive
response from the Duchy prices to be obtained from the consultant for further onsite
investigations. That the Clerk look at options for a woodland ashes area
8
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8.

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Annual Town Meeting be held on 11th May 2021 via zoom.

9.

CCTV
Ahead of the proposed contract renewal and the need to source quotes, the specification of the
contract was discussed and specifically around the monitoring as this restricted the companies
that could be approached.
RESOLVED:
That the specification for the CCTV contract remain the same as the current contact i.e. the
contract to include monitoring as well as maintenance of the cameras.

10.
10.1.

LEGIONELLA
To adopt a Legionella Management Policy
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the Council adopt the Legionella Management Policy as drafted.
To receive and note the Risk Assessment.
RESOLVED:
That the Council receive and note the risk assessment.
To appoint the Town Clerk as Responsible Person for legionella.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the Town Clerk be appointed as Responsible Person for legionella.
To appoint the Assistant Clerk as Deputy Responsible Person for legionella.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
That the Assistant Clerk be appointed as Deputy Responsible Person for legionella.

10.2.

10.3.

10.4.

11.

BUDGETS 2020-22 AND END OF YEAR TRANSFERs
RESOLVED:
That the draft end of year budget report be noted.
That the following fund transfers be made: • £39096– from S106 Maintenance Reserve – Cost of maintaining open space covered
by this fund.
• Transfer £173,000 to Community Building EMR from Project Budget.

12.

ITEMS TO REPORT
Cllr O’Rourke requested that the Council consider giving a donation towards the rebuilding of
the Stanwick Lakes Play area.

13.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING.
15th June 2020
Chairman

Date
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Topic of this consultation: This call for evidence seeks views on the use
of the current arrangements which have provided express provision for local
authorities to hold meetings remotely or in a hybrid format during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Questions
About this consultation
Personal data
Print this page

Scope of this consultation: This call for evidence seeks to understand the
experience of local authorities in the whole of the UK regarding remote
meetings. This includes authorities in England, Wales, Northern Ireland and
Scotland.
Scottish authorities had express provision to meet remotely prior to the
pandemic, and this call for evidence seeks to understand their experience of
remote meetings since their arrangements came into force.
For England, Wales and Northern Ireland, this call for evidence refers to the
Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of
Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2020 (and the equivalent regulations for Wales and Northern
Ireland) under powers granted by section 78 of the Coronavirus Act 2020.
The regulations come into force on 4 April 2020 and apply to meetings
taking place before 7 May 2021.
In respect of these regulations, ‘local authority’ means:
a county council
a district council
a London borough council
the Common Council of the City of London
the Greater London Authority
the Council of the Isles of Scilly
a parish council
a joint board continued in being by virtue of section 263(1) of the 1972
Act
a port health authority constituted under section 2 of the Public Health
(Control of Disease) Act 1984
an authority established under section 10 of the Local Government Act
1985
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a joint authority established under Part 4 of the Local Government Act
1985
a joint committee constituted to be a local planning authority under
section 29 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
a combined authority established under section 103 of the Local
Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009
a fire and rescue authority constituted by a scheme under section 2 of
the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 or a scheme to which section 4
of that Act applies, or created by an order under section 4A of that Act
a National Park authority established under section 63 of the
Environment Act 1995
the Broads Authority established by section 1 of the Norfolk and Suffolk
Broads Act 1988
a conservation board established under section 86 of the Countryside
and Rights of Way Act 2000
a Mayoral development corporation established under section 198 of the
Localism Act 2011
an urban development corporation established under section 135 of the
Local Government, Planning and Land Act 1980
a parish meeting constituted under section 13 of the Local Government
Act 1972
Transport for London
Police and crime panels
Geographical scope: This call for evidence seeks to understand the
experience of local authorities in the whole of the UK regarding remote
meetings. This includes authorities in England, Wales, Northern Ireland and
Scotland.
Section 78 of the Coronavirus Act applies to local authorities in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland only. After it came into force, each of these
administrations used the powers within section 78 to introduce regulations
to make express provision for their local authorities to meet remotely before
7 May.
The Welsh Government has since passed the Local Government and
Elections (Wales) Act 2021 which comes into force on 1 May and makes
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express provision for Welsh local authorities to meet remotely.
Scottish local authorities had express provision to meet remotely prior to the
pandemic.
If any changes to legislation are made as a result of this call for evidence,
they would apply to England only.
Impact assessment: If any policy changes are made following this call for
evidence they will be subject to appropriate assessment. No impact
assessment has been conducted at this time.

Basic Information
Body/bodies responsible for the consultation: The Local Government
Stewardship Division in the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government is responsible for conducting this call for evidence.
Duration: This call for evidence will last for 12 weeks from 25 March 2021.
Enquiries: For any enquiries about this call for evidence please contact:
Megan.McKibbin@communities.gov.uk.
How to respond: You can only respond to this call for evidence through our
online consultation platform, Citizen Space.

Purpose of this call for evidence
The government would like to gather evidence about the use of the current
arrangements for local authorities to meet remotely or in hybrid format, as
set out in the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus)
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings)
(England and Wales) Regulations 2020 (and the equivalent regulations for
Wales and Northern Ireland) under powers granted by section 78 of the
Coronavirus Act 2020.
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These regulations came into force on 4 April 2020 and apply to meetings
taking place before 7 May 2021. Local authorities in Scotland had express
provision to meet remotely prior to the pandemic, and we are also interested
to understand their experience of remote meetings since their arrangements
came into force.
The powers in section 78 of the Coronavirus Act 2020 were brought in
specifically to make express provision for local authorities in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland to deal with the challenges of holding physical
meetings during the coronavirus pandemic. They have helped local
authorities to redeploy resources to deal with the pandemic and ensure that
essential business continues whilst protecting the health and safety of their
members, officers and the public.
We are aware that experience of remote meetings has been varied, and
that while the experience of managing and participating in remote meetings
has grown considerably during the period since the remote meetings
regulations came into force, there have been examples of the difficulties this
format has posed for some authorities.
We have received representations from individual local authorities and
sector representative organisations making the case for permanent express
provision for remote meetings. The government would like to hear from
interested parties about the pros and cons of making such arrangements
permanent in England and the use of the arrangements to date.
We are particularly interested to receive any quantitative data that can be
included to substantiate the responses you make.

Terminology
Throughout this call for evidence the phrases ‘remote meetings’ and ‘remote
meetings arrangements’ will be used interchangeably to refer to the express
provisions for local authorities to meet remotely or in hybrid format, as set
out in the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus)
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings)
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(England and Wales) Regulations 2020 (and the equivalent regulations for
Wales and Northern Ireland) under powers granted by section 78 of the
Coronavirus Act 2020.
As Scottish authorities had express provision to meet remotely prior to the
pandemic, ‘remote meetings’ and ‘remote meetings arrangements’ refers to
the equivalent Scottish legislation.
The regulations make express provisions for local authorities to hold
meetings remotely, for example through typical digital conference software
(e.g. Zoom, Skype, Teams) or telephone conference calls. However, they
do not require them to be held remotely or even in a single format. This
means, for example, that local authorities can hold ‘hybrid’ meetings (where
some members attend virtually and other members attend in person) and
they are also still able to hold fully ‘in-person’ physical meetings.
You can therefore assume that any reference to ‘remote meetings’ or
‘remote meetings arrangements’ also refers to hybrid meetings.
The term ‘member’ will be used to refer to any elected local authority
members covered by the regulations above (and the equivalent legislation
for Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland). This includes councillors, directly
elected mayors, and police and crime commissioners, and any other
relevant local authority members as defined by the legislation.

Background
While local authorities in Scotland had express provision to meet remotely
prior to the coronavirus pandemic, there was no express provision for
remote meetings for local authorities in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland. In 2017, the government consulted on proposals to allow joint
committees and combined authorities to hold meetings by video conference,
given the long distances that individual councillors often need to travel in
order to attend these meetings.
The government concluded that, with appropriate safeguards to maintain
town hall transparency, there are clear benefits to giving local authorities
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operating joint committees and combined authorities the ability to hold
formal meetings by video conference.
These safeguards included not extending the provisions to cover other
types of councils, and that remote access should only be permissible from
sites suitable for holding a meeting with public access (i.e. from a town hall,
not from private dwellings), as there was a risk of undermining visible
democratic scrutiny and public debate. However, the government also noted
views that remote meetings would also benefit other councils, particularly
large rural authorities, and committed to further engage with the sector to
understand these views.
Since regulations came into force following the introduction of the
Coronavirus Act 2020, express provision was made for local authorities in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland to hold meetings before 7 May 2021
remotely (such as through digital conferencing software or telephone
conference) so that they can protect their members and comply with public
health guidance.
As local authorities have now had extensive experience of conducting
remote meetings over the past year, this call for evidence is an opportunity
to understand these experiences and inform a decision about whether to
make these arrangements permanent. Any permanent change would
require primary legislation, and such passage would depend on agreement
of Parliament and the timetabling and pressures of Parliamentary business.

Questions
The government would like to gather evidence about the use of the
arrangements that make express provision for local authorities to meet
remotely or in hybrid format during the coronavirus pandemic, including the
arrangements that existed for Scottish Authorities prior to the pandemic.

Q1. Generally speaking, how well do you feel the current remote
meetings arrangements work?
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Very Well
Well
Neither well nor poorly
Poorly
Very Poorly
Unsure

While the powers in section 78 of the Coronavirus Act were brought in
specifically to help local authorities in England, Wales and Northern Ireland
deal with the challenges of holding meetings during the coronavirus
pandemic, the government would also like to hear from interested parties
about the pros and cons of making permanent express provision, in whole
or in part, for local authorities in England.

Q2. Generally speaking, do you think local authorities in England
should have the express ability to hold at least some meetings
remotely on a permanent basis?
Yes
No
Unsure

Beyond having express provision to avoid face-to-face meetings during the
coronavirus pandemic, we are aware of feedback from local authorities
about additional benefits of being able to hold remote meetings including,
but not limited to, the environmental and cost benefits of reduced travel,
increased participation from local residents, and the potential to attract more
diverse local authority members. We are keen to obtain representative
views on the benefits of remote meetings and would particularly welcome
any quantitative evidence to support these views.
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Q3. What do you think are some of the benefits of the remote
meetings arrangements? Please select all that apply.
More accessible for local authority members
Reduction in travel time for councillors
Meetings more easily accessed by local residents
Greater transparency for local authority meetings
Documents (e.g. minutes, agendas, supporting papers) are
more accessible to local residents and others online
Easier to chair meetings in an orderly fashion
A virtual format promotes greater equality in speaking time
during meetings
I do not think there are any benefits to remote meetings
Other (please specify)

In their representations to us, many local authorities have referenced the
cost savings they have achieved through implementing remote meetings,
particularly regarding a reduction in travel expenses and accommodation
costs.
For example, one upper tier authority has reported that running meetings
remotely has enabled them to save in the order of £6,000 per month
through reduced travel expenses. We would be interested to receive more
quantitative data about the cost savings that have been achieved, including
any estimates of the comparative cost of running a remote meeting versus a
face-to-face meeting.

Q4. (For local authorities only) Have you seen a reduction in costs
since implementing remote meetings in your authority?
Yes
No
Unsure
24

Some local authorities have also made reference to the difficulty that some
members have had with the remote meeting format, particularly in relation
to the difficulties in managing misconduct, the challenges of working with
unfamiliar software, and technological issues caused by a poor internet
connection. We are keen to obtain representative views on the
disadvantages of remote meetings and would particularly welcome any
quantitative evidence to support these views.

Q5. What do you think are some of the disadvantages of the
remote meetings arrangements, and do you have any suggestions
for how they could be mitigated/overcome? Please select all that
apply.
It is harder for members to talk to one another informally
Meetings are less accessible for local authority members or
local residents who have a poor-quality internet connection
Meetings are less accessible for local authority members or
local residents who are unfamiliar with video
conferencing/technology
There is less opportunity for local residents to speak or ask
questions
Some find it more difficult to read documents online than in a
physical format
Debate is restricted by the remote format
It is more difficult to provide effective opposition or scrutiny in a
remote format
It is more difficult to chair meetings in an orderly fashion
Virtual meetings can be more easily dominated by individual
speakers
It might enable democratically elected members to live and
perform their duties outside their local area on a permanent
basis, therefore detaching them from the communities they
serve
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It may create too substantial a division between the way
national democracy (e.g. in the House of Commons) and local
democracy is conducted
I do not think there are any disadvantages to remote meetings
Other (please specify)

The government considers that there are also many advantages of holding
meetings face-to-face. For example, physical meetings provide numerous
opportunities for local authority members to speak with one another
informally and build alliances, as well as to encounter local residents in the
flesh and listen to their concerns in person.
Additionally, some members have referenced the vast improvement in the
quality of debate when there is a lively atmosphere and they are able to
make full use of their oratory skills to persuade and influence others. Some
may consider remote meetings stifling and that physical meetings are
essential to effective democracy and scrutiny.

Q6. What do you think are some of the main advantages of holding
face-to-face meetings, as opposed to remote meetings?

If express provision for remote meetings were made permanent, it might be
preferable for the government to constrain the meetings or circumstances in
which remote meetings can be held to ensure that effective democracy and
scrutiny can still take place.
There are some occasions, for example, where a remote meeting format
may be seen as more appropriate, such as for smaller sub-committees,
meetings convened at short notice, or for meetings where attendees are
drawn from a large geographical area i.e. for some joint committees,
combined authorities and large rural authorities. On the other hand, there
are occasions where a remote meeting format may be viewed as less
appropriate, for example larger meetings involving Full Council or an
authority’s Annual Meeting.
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Q7. If permanent arrangements were to be made for local
authorities in England, for which meetings do you think they should
have the option to hold remote meetings?
For all meetings
For most meetings with a few exceptions (please specify)
Only for some meetings (please specify)
I think local should be able to decide for themselves which
meetings they should have the option to meet remotely
I do not think local authorities should have the option to hold
remote meetings for any meetings
Unsure

Q8. If permanent arrangements were to be made for local
authorities in England, in which circumstances do you think local
authorities should have the option to hold remote meetings?
In any circumstances
Only in extenuating circumstances where a meeting cannot be
held face-to-face or some members would be unable to attend
(e.g. severe weather events, coronavirus restrictions)
I think local authorities should be able to decide for themselves
which circumstances they should have the option to meet
remotely
I do not think local authorities should have the option to hold
remote meetings under any circumstances
Other (please specify)
Unsure

While local authorities have risen magnificently to the challenge of ensuring
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vital council business continues by conducting meetings remotely during
these unprecedented times, there may be concerns that, if the
arrangements were to made permanent, a situation could arise where
remote meetings arrangements were used by a ruling party to avoid
effective scrutiny or abuse the power in some other way.

Q9. Would you have any concerns if local authorities in England
were given the power to decide for themselves which meetings,
and in what circumstances, they have the option to hold remote
meetings?
Yes
No
Unsure

Q10. If yes, do you have any suggestions for how your concerns
could be mitigated/overcome?

In deciding whether and how remote meetings arrangements may be made
permanent for local authorities in England, the government needs to ensure
that it has due regard to the Public Sector Equality Duty. In particular, the
government would need to avoid unlawfully discriminating (either directly or
indirectly) against individuals with a protected characteristic, and also
consider whether the arrangements advance equality of opportunity or help
to foster good relations between those who share a protected characteristic
and those who do not.
Many local authorities have spoken of the potential benefits that remote
meetings could have for members or potential members with disabilities or
young families. However, there are also those for whom remote meetings
could pose additional difficulties, for example those with hearing or visual
impairments or those more likely to struggle with the technology.
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We are keen to consider views on these aspects of remote meetings and
would particularly welcome any quantitative evidence to support views
provided.

Q11. In your view, would making express provision for English
local authorities to meet remotely particularly benefit or
disadvantage any individuals with protected characteristics e.g.
those with disabilities or caring responsibilities?
Yes
No
Unsure

About this consultation
This call for evidence document and call for evidence process have been
planned to adhere to the Consultation Principles issued by the Cabinet
Office.
Representative groups are asked to give a summary of the people and
organisations they represent, and where relevant who else they have
consulted in reaching their conclusions when they respond.
Information provided in response to this call for evidence, including personal
data, may be published or disclosed in accordance with the access to
information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act
2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), the UK General Data
Protection Regulation, and the Environmental Information Regulations
2004.
If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential,
please be aware that, as a public authority, the Department is bound by the
Freedom of Information Act and may therefore be obliged to disclose all or
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HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
COUNCILLOR EMAIL ADDRESSES
27th April 2021
PURPOSE
To agree to provide town council email addresses for all Councillors.
BACKGROUND
In October 2020 when it was agreed that the Council change IT system to MS365, it
was agreed that the provision of Councillor email addresses would be considered
post-election.
So that the email addresses can be set up ready for the new Council this item is now
brought forward for consideration.
NEED FOR COUNCILLOR EMAILS
• Separates personal and Council emails.
• GDPR
• Confidentiality
• Less risk of cyber attacks
• Freedom of Information
• Can be closed down when a Councillor leaves the Council.
• Cabinet Office requirements for public office mailboxes are quite stringent
and unlikely to be met by personal mailboxes.
• Standards for data protection and backup can be enforced and centrally
managed. Exchange mailboxes enable remote wipe of council mailboxes on
mobile devices.
• Centrally managed Inbound spam and Impersonation filters protect all council
mailboxes:
o identify / notify recipients of malicious spam.
o centrally block spam or malicious senders
o centrally thwart impersonation attempts (emails sent as if from council
mailboxes)
• Outbound spam filters:
o stop inappropriate content or messages in outbound messages.
o prevent hacked mailboxes being used to send spam.
• Storing council emails on other organisations email systems (work email,
other council email, etc) conflicts with both the council’s and that
organisations responsibilities under GDPR.
• In the event of a data breach, the data commission may require access to any
personal or other organisation mailbox that has been used for council business.
• Freedom of Information requests are more easily dealt with if all council
emails (and nothing other than council emails) is in a dedicated mailbox,
accessible by the council.
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•

Council information in personal or other organisation’s mailboxes may be
impossible to access once the councillor is no longer in post.

COSTS
ONE OFF COSTS –
Item
Set up and configuration of mailboxes including
remote assistance/support to Councillors
Training (discount applied)
MONTHLY COSTS
Item

Items Cost

Cost

Total Monthly
Cost
60.80

MS365 Business Basic 3.80
– x16
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£450
0
TOTAL £450
Annual Cost
729.60

HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL
Town Council Meeting
27th April 2021

PURPOSE
To consider a request for the placement of a memorial bench in the Cemetery.
BACKGROUND
The Council have agreed ‘Guidelines for the Consideration of Requests for Memorial
Benches’, copy attached. A request for a memorial bench will generally be supported if the
criteria within the Guidelines can be met. If the criteria cannot be met the request will be
referred to Full Council for a decision. On this occasion, the request does not follow the criteria.
REQUEST
A family wish to install a bench at the Cemetery in a location close to section D, see attached
plan. The request meets all the criteria of the guidelines aside that of no.4.
The family have reviewed the location of the benches identified for replacement at the
Cemetery but do not favour the location of these. They are not within the desired proximity to
the location of their late family member interred at the Cemetery. In order to have a bench close
to the deceased they have specifically asked if the bench cannot act as a replacement but be
positioned in a new location. There are a number of benches already at the Cemetery close to
section D. This location allows the family to be as close as possible to the plot and with a direct
view. Other benches near-by do not afford the full view of the plot.
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GUIDELINES FOR THE CONSIDERSTION OF REQUESTS FOR
MEMORIAL BENCHES
A request for a memorial bench will generally be supported if the following criteria
can be met. If the criteria cannot be met the request will be referred to Full Council
for a decision.
1. The deceased is buried or their ashes are interred at the cemetery.
2. The deceased was a resident of Higham Ferrers or the deceased had lived out
of the town for no more than two years at the time of death.
3. If the bench is to commemorate an event, rather than an individual, the event
must be a recognised national commemorative event or cause.
4. The memorial bench can replace an existing bench that has been identified for
replacement or the bench can be located on the recently acquired, Phase 5,
Kings Meadow.
5. The bench style is the Eastgate anti-vandal cast iron framed seat featuring
galvanised mild steel slats.

6. The cost of the purchase and installation of the bench is to be met in full by
the applicant.
7. The wording of any plaque for the bench is agreed in writing by the Town
Council prior to installation.

Bench Replacement Plan as of October 2020
Existing bench style
No. Location
Metal frame with large wooden slats
x4
Cemetery
Metal frame with large wooden slats
x3
Play Area, Saffron Road
Metal frame with large wooden slats
x2
Saffron Road Rec either side of
the football pitch
Higham Ferrers Town Council Guidelines adopted October 2020
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Permission to hold outdoor music event in the Castle Field
Brass on the Grass ─ Sunday 1 August 3-5pm
Higham Ferrers Tourism hold a Brass on the Grass event in the Chichele College garden each
year in late July.
This event is funded by the Town Council and entry is free. The college is a Free Site Scheduled
Monument so we cannot charge an entry fee. We raise funds by selling soft drinks and
collecting donations at the end of the event.
In the light of the wall collapse at Chichele College and not knowing when the garden can
reopen again to the public, we are looking for an alternative venue.

Plan A
The Chichele College Management Team and Higham Tourism have met with the Revd.
Michelle to discuss an alternative venue. She has provisionally agreed to the Brass on the
Grass event being held in the churchyard subject to PCC approval at their next meeting in
mid-May.

Plan B
Just in case the PCC do not give approval, we would like to have a Plan B.
Higham Ferrers Tourism would like to enquire about booking the Castle Field for our Brass on
the Grass event on Sunday 1 August 2021, from 3-5pm.
Hopefully, as we do not charge an entry fee and the cost of the band is funded by the Town
Council, there would a minimal or no charge to use the field.
Higham Tourism will provide:
•
•
•
•
•

PL Insurance
Risk Assessments
Specific COVID plan and risk assessment as deemed necessary in early August
Entertainment licence to play music
First aiders (Covid-19 restrictions permitting).

Higham Tourism volunteers will clear any litter left after the event.

Plan C
Covid-19 restrictions─ should the roadmap out of lockdown change and large gatherings are
not allowed by Sunday 1 August, the event will be cancelled.
Pam Webbley
On behalf of Higham Ferrers Tourism, Business and Community Partnership
20 April 2021
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