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From the (stand in) Editor
Welcome to edition seven of Higham Times. We have been very busy since the last
edition was published, to see what your Town Council has been doing please see pages 5
&6. If you would like any events advertised please let me know by 10th of July. I can be
contacted via the Town Hall or email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk.
Thank you for your support.
Danielle Edwards

Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those
of Higham Town Council.
“MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR”

I am honoured to be chosen to be your Mayor again 32 years
after I first accepted the honour in May1983. Nobody in the
history of Higham Ferrers has gone32 years between their first
and second term as Mayor. I am pleased that my wife Joyce has
agreed to be my Mayoress, as without her I would never had
moved to Higham Ferrers 50 years ago. Although we are both
‘knocking on a bit’ we will attend as many functions as we are
able to especially those in Higham Ferrers.
Due to the local elections I have not yet planned any fundraising
events. I will not be having a Nominated Charity, but any money
raised for ‘The Mayor’s Charity’ will be donated to local
groups and organisations connected to Higham Ferrers.
I am pleased to honour the Sawford side of my wife’s family
who has been Methodists for about 150 years, by appointing the
Reverend Margaret Eales of the Hope Methodist Church as my
Mayor’s Chaplain.
The first year of this council term will be interesting and challenging with seven new councillors
finding their feet, replacing some very experienced councillors. Alan Dunn completed 31 years,
Margaret Tuffnail 24 years, Celia Ingram 14 years, Mick Beesley and Kath Dunn 12 years each
with Simon Wiles and sadly George Whiting 4 years each. I was pleased to present some of these
with the Long Service Shield at Mayor Making.
I am looking forward to my year as Mayor and especially to meeting many Higham Ferrers
residents at local events and functions.

The Pavilion raised
£100 on their stall at
the Mayors Market they
had a tombola and a raffle.
They are still looking for
volunteers if you can help
get in touch with
Nikki.
07507 176719
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Higham Ferrers Market
is held on the last
Saturday of the month,
(except December) 9am
to 1pm. It gives you the
opportunity to buy local,
fresh and unique produce. The produce sold
is from a fifty-mile
radius from the market.

Dates for 2015
May 30th June 27th
July 25th August 29th
September 26th October 31st
November 28th December 19th
Keep to date with Farmers Market events on Facebook search for
HighamFerrersFarmersMarket

Fancy winning a Canoe2 day paddle?
Or maybe an afternoon tea at the Courtyard Hotel in Stanwick
is more up your street?
For the chance to win one of these great prizes, simply follow
this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/rushdenlakes and
tell us your thoughts about the Wildlife Trust’s future work at
Rushden Lakes.

GWEN MURDIN BEM
26th December 1920 to 2nd April 2015
Sadly, Gwen Murdin died just before Easter on the 2nd
April. Gwen, often known as Mrs Higham was born on
Boxing Day 1920 in Burton Latimer. She took up
residence in Higham Ferrers a short time afterwards.
She married John Murdin, a RAF Officer, in September
1948 and leaves one son and two grandchildren.
Gwen became a Borough Councillor in 1968 and then
served on the Town Council following Local Government
re-organisation until 2011. During that time she was Mayor 3 times and was known as
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for 20 years, where she served as Chairman in 1990/91.
Gwen was involved with the Guiding movement and until her death, an active member of the
Trefoil Guild. Other activities she was involved in were: The Blind Association of Northamptonshire.
 United Charities Trust
 British Legion (Gwen served as a Corporal in the ATS during the war)
 John White (Memorial Homes) Trust
 Music Centre which operates from the Ferrers School.
 Member of the Constitutional Monarchy Association.
 Lifelong Worker for the Conservative Party.
For several years Gwen also ran the Darby and Joan Club, now known as the Over Sixties Club, on
a Friday afternoon and would collect people so they could get there. She would also assist with
shopping or running to the doctors, even for people 20 years her junior.
Laterly she was the Lady Bedesman to the 12 Bedesmen of the Town, and even last December
she was involved in organising the Bedesman dinner in December.
In 1988 Gwen was awarded the British Empire Medal and on 21st March 2014 Gwen was made
an Honorary Freewoman of Higham Ferrers.

@HighamFerrersTC
The pages are updated on a
regular basis with news from
the Council, dates of meetings,
events around the town & news
from other organisations.
Facebook/
HighamFerrersTownCouncil
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Higham Ferrers Town Hall
Market Square
Higham Ferrers
Northants
NN10 8BT
Telephone 01933 312075
Email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Twitter @highamferrersTC
Facebook/HighamFerrersTownCouncil
Opening hours
Monday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Tuesday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Wednesday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Thursday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday Closed

MAYORS ANNUAL REPORT 2014/15
This was the report given by the Mayor at the Annual Town Meeting in on
17th March 2015.
Castle Fields
Two Interpretation Boards have now been installed. The plan is to work with English
Heritage to produce a long term management plan.
Skateboard Park
The Skateboard park has now been completed with thanks to grants from the
Mick George Community Fund for £35000 and East Northamptonshire Council
Community Fund £35000. A bench and bin have been ordered using funds from Cllr Mrs
P
’ Councillor Empowerment Fund. An official opening was held on 20th
February.
Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan is now out on Regulation 14 Consultation and it is anticipated
that a Referendum will be held later this year. I would like to thank the volunteers from
the Community who have been working extremely hard on this project.
School Crossing Patrol
Due to the withdrawal of funding by Northamptonshire County Council the Town Council
has continued to contribute £2400 towards the cost of providing this service.
The current person has resigned and finished on 31st March 2015. The Town Council is in
talks with the County Council about future options.
Christmas Sparkle
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are already underway for this year and the date is 21st November 2015.
Farmers Market
The market continues to be successful and it now has its own Facebook page. Birthday
celebrations were held in April and there was a cake and entertainment. Rushden Town
Band performed at the Christmas market.
Methodist Church
The offer from the Town Council to acquire the site was turned down. Agreement could
not be reached on the terms of the licence for the Methodist Church to use the buildings
New Storage/Toilets adjacent tennis courts
Plans have been approved to erect a new building on the area where the old tennis
pavilion stood. This would provide storage which would replace the old garage, facilities
for the school, cricket club and tennis club. The cost of this has been higher than
anticipated and a grant application was turned down. The Council will continue to search
for additional sources of funding.
Additional Cemetery land
The Council has employed a consultant to carry out analysis of the land in and around
Higham Ferrers to assess its suitability for a cemetery. Three sites were shortlisted and
after negotiations with the Duchy of Lancaster permission has been given to undertake
further tests on the land to assess its suitability.
Higham Times
After its launch last year the Higham Times has been published 4 times a year and
distributed to every house in Higham Ferrers.

Rushden Rider
To ensure the continuation of the service, the Town Council has continued to subsidise
the service to the tune of £5400. The subsidy is to continue in 2015/16.
Phase 3 and 5 Kings Meadow Lane
Phase 3 was transferred to the Council in April 2014.
Phase 5 has not been transferred and contact with the developer is being pursued to try
and achieve this soon.
Planning
The Council has considered 75 planning applications over the last 12 months.
Works have now started on 3 sites in the town 88 dwellings off Station Road, 166
dwellings at Garden Fields and 36 dwellings off Midland Road. Plans for retail and leisure
development at Rushden Lakes were finally approved by the Secretary of State in July
2014 and it is hoped that works will start in 2015.
CCTV
The Town Council continue to provide this service after East Northamptonshire Council
withdrew their funding in 2013. The Council is currently reviewing the services.
Riverside Park
This area continues to be looked after by a merry band of volunteers.
Thank you to Friends of Riverside Park for their work in this area.
Henry Chichele 600th Anniversary.
The final event of the year was held on 12th July when a Medieval Day was held in
Higham Ferrers on a glorious sunny day. Thousands turned up and the road was closed
at one point for Knights in armour on horseback.
Streetlights
As the streetlights in the centre of the town are due for replacement under the PFI
agreement, the Town Council are looking at paying for the ones in the Market Square to
be upgraded to Heritage Lights.
Outdoor Gym Equipment
The Council are looking the provision of outdoor gym equipment. Consultation has been
undertaken re sites at Tollbar and near Parker Way. Tollbar has been rejected. A working
group has been set up to look at the Parker Way site and any other possible sites in the
town.

Did you know that the Pavilion at
Saffron Road Recreation Ground,
Vine Hill Drive is now available to
hire throughout the week to
coincide with the Cricket and
Football?
If you are interested in hiring the
facility or would just like more
information please contact the
Town Hall or call 01933 312075.
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The Neighbourhood Plan
The responses following the Regulation 14 have now all been
collated. We had responses from 11 statutory consultees and
47 residents. There were some very detailed comments and
they were generally supportive. Many of the comments were
not relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan but issues that were
being addressed through the Community Plan. The comments
have now been analysed and comments made and changes
agreed to the plan where appropriate. These changes are
mostly to strengthen the policies. It is hoped to add one
additional policy on the cumulative effect of takeaways. It is
hoped that the final version of the plan will be ready by the
end of May to be submitted to East Northamptonshire Council.
It will then be in their hands to progress it through examination to referendum.
Community Plan- Highways and Transport (H&T) update
A presentation was made top management at Northamptonshire Highways Department on the 29th January, where the
proposals from the Highways and Transport Team were
discussed. As the main road through Higham is still
classified as an ‘A’ road, there are restrictions on what can
be done. County Highways are looking into the process for
downgrading the route. They are also looking to reviewing
all parking restriction on the route to see if they are still
valid. Finally they have provided two options for dealing
with parking problems around the Co-op Bus Lay- By. By
the time this newsletter is published the Town Council will
have considered them. We are at the start of what could be a
long journey but we are determined to push hard for
overdue town centre improvements!
Chowns Mill
What is happening?
The Highways Agency is developing an improvement scheme for the Chowns Mill
Roundabout where the A45 and A6 intersect at Higham Ferrers. The scheme will
target existing congestion and safety issues at the junction while supporting growth
in the local area.
When and where is this happening?
Key dates and project stages (indicative and subject to change):
 Site surveys for detailed design are programmed for March to June 2015.
 Preliminary design is programmed for completion in late 2017.
 Detailed design is programmed for completion in late 2019.
 Award of the construction contract is programmed for 2020.
 Start of works is programmed for late 2020.
 Completion of works is programmed for late 2021.

Why is this happening and what will it cost?
The improvements to the roundabout are being developed to address the existing
congestion and safety issues while also providing future capacity to support planned
growth in the local area.
At Chowns Mill Roundabout the strategic A45 link is crossed by the locally important
A6, in addition the roundabout also provides access from both routes into Higham
Ferrers and Rushden. The high volume of turning movements combined with a lack
of space on the roundabout result in severe congestion on the roundabout approaches in the peaks and results in frequent collisions.
Development of the scheme has considered the planned developments and economic
growth in the region and factored this into the design to ensure the scheme will
continue to operate with minimal delays for years to come.
The improvements are to be carried out as part of the Governments Pinch Point
Programme which seeks to relieve congestion hotspots and stimulate economic
growth. The scheme is currently estimated to cost £15.7 million.
Look on http://www.highways.gov.uk/roads/road-projects/a45a6-chowns-millroundabout-improvement/ for a concept plan of the scheme.

SKATEBOARD PARK GRAND OPENING
The opening of the skateboard park took place
on 20th February. The ribbon was cut by Mayor
Cllr George Whiting. He was accompanied by his
Mayoress Cllr Pam Whiting, Cllr Gill Mercer,
Chairman of East Northamptonshire Council, and
Geoff Craven from Mick George. Both the Mick
George
Community
Fund
and
East
Northamptonshire Community Facilities Fund
helped fund the project with grants of £35,000
each. The grants totalling £70,000 have meant
that at the time of writing just under £8,000 has been used out of Council funds.
The bench and the bin now installed have been funded by a Councillor Empowerment
Grant from East Northants Council.
The facility has proved very popular, particularly since the one at Rushden is temporarily
closed. The Town Council is aware of some anti-social behaviour around the site and is
working closely with Ferrers School and the Police to try to find solutions.
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Higham Ferrers Chichele
Classic Car Show 2015
Following the success of this
event last year
The Rotary Club of Rushden
Chichele is holding another
Classic Car Show at
The Castle Fields Higham
Ferrers on Sunday 2nd August
2015.
The event will be open to
visitors between 11am and 4pm
and The Rotary Club are
asking for donations to Rotary
Charities
for
an
entry
programme and to view the
cars and stalls at the Show.
This year it is hoped there will be around 150 classic vehicles on display and
up to 40 stalls selling a variety of goods together with a Hog Roast and other
Food Outlets and a Bouncy Castle for the children.
For anyone interested in displaying a classic car (generally pre 1990 unless
of special interest or part of a car club display) then please
email highamclassic@btinternet.com to see if spaces are available.
There is a donation of £4 per vehicle and all exhibitors must pre-register.
there will be no vehicles admitted on the day unless they have an entry pass.
Pitches for stalls at the Show can be booked by emailing chichelejohn@gmail.com for further details, together with the prices per
pitch that vary with the area required.
All proceeds from the event are being donated to Rotary Charities to help
fund the many worthy causes that Rotary supports.
The Rotary Club would like to thank the Higham Ferrers Town Council for
making the Castle Fields available again and we hope that the Show will
receive the tremendous support from exhibitors and visitors that was
experienced in 2014.

HIGHAM FERRERS BUSINESS FORUM

Wouldn’t your business like some more customers? Local customers who can help to keep
your expenses low, whilst generating additional income for you and your business?
There’s a way of meeting other businesses in the town where you can start to meet other
people by spending just 90 minutes every quarter, and to tell them about the work you do.
The Higham Ferrers Business Forum is now over a year old, and meeting just quarterly has
helped the group double in size and start to build some Business To Business relationships
that are continuing to work, and would not have been started, had it not been for the
Forum’s meetings.
On the last Thursday of the Quarter Month, anyone who runs a business in and around
Higham Ferrers is welcome to join the group. The price is just £10 per meeting, and includes
a buffet lunch (supplied by a local business!).
Don’t be put off by thinking it is for people in suits there are a wide variety of casuallydressed people who attend - from all sorts of businesses, and who want to meet other businesses to keep the trade local, as well as to tell others about their own business.
At each meeting, there are presentations by local people, businesses, council matters,
charities in and around Rushden and Higham Ferrers, and new informative items such as
getting the best out of Social Media, which can help businesses, reach new customers that
they may never have previously considered. You could be presenting to a potentially new
group of customers that you have not reached before.
In April, we heard from Paul Neal at P.Willson accountants who gave us an insight as to how
he makes tax easier for businesses and the work his firm can do to ease the accounting process for the business owners, while they get on with the work they have to do. The Town
Clerk reminded business owners to give feedback on the newly finalised Neighbourhood
Plan, and we heard from Alison Magliocco-Hodgkiss from the East Northants Community
Service. Their charity offers a range of support services to those most in need in our local
area, including homeless night shelter support and they are based at 60 High Street South,
Rushden.
The next meeting is at Chichele College in College Street, on Thursday 25 th June at 12.30 p.m.
Please come along and meet some of the 200+ business owners in Higham Ferrers.
To express an interest, please email to Tracey Ford on tford@qswblaw.com or call her on
01933 410000 to reserve a space.
We look forward to welcoming you!
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Higham Ferrers Tourism
Business Partnership

Community

and

The Mayors Market was well supported by local charities,
with various activities performed by several schools. The
Pavement cafe was busy, probably due to the chilly morning,
and the May Queen Myah Cooper with her entourage
was delightful.
"Guided Tours" are available for groups of 6 -20 people to
visit and learn more about our historic town.
Ring Irene Hawkins on 01933 411 191 for more information
or to book.
The next event is on Sat. 30th May THE GARDEN FAIR in
the Chichele Cloister Garden with the Children’s Tray
Garden competition and a painting workshop.
The Open Gardens event will be on Sunday 21st June all
around the Town. Get map and tickets on the Square from
mid day. Much more to follow later in the year.

HIGHAM FERRERS CHICHELE SOCIETY
The Higham Chichele Society meets at the Bede House (in the grounds
of the Parish Church). The meetings start at 9.30am. Admission is
£2.50 for members and £3 for visitors, including refreshments. The
annual subscription is £2.50 due at the May or June meeting. Check
our website: www.chichelesociety.co.uk Speakers for Spring/Summer
are as follows:
Friday May 22nd
Eleanor of Castille
Chris Rowe
(Note change of date)

Friday June 26th
Harrowden Hall
Rev. David Saint
Friday July 31st
Crested China
Mr Eric Franklin
The Society is now able to welcome new members. PLEASE COME
ALONG

THE FERRERS SCHOOL IS JUDGED "GOOD" BY OFSTED
On the 4th and 5th of February, the
Ferrers School had its OFSTED
inspection. The school was judged to
be "Good" in all areas.
Inspectors spent two days in the school
visiting over 40 lessons, looking closely
at students' work and talking to
students, staff and parents.
They found that, at the Ferrers, there are "high expectations and ambitions
for the school", meaning that the school "prepares students well for life in
modern Britain". Inspectors also found that "students behave well and are
m ly
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good progress".
Jonathan Giles, Head Teacher, said, "I am delighted with this outcome.
The latest OFSTED framework is a more demanding one and so this represents significant improvement on the last time we were inspected. The
inspectors saw a great team of teachers and support staff working hard with
our delightful students.
The process was a very fair one and the judgement reflects very well on the
school. I am grateful to everyone who works hard every day to make this
such a good school".

‘Your Care Your Way’
We can assist you with all aspects of personal care.
Washing/ showering
Dressing /undressing
Medication support
Meal preparation
Companionship & Sleep in /sitting service
We offer the following hours of care
1 hour visits for personal care needs, as above
We understand that not everyone can afford an hours care visit,
we also offer 30 minute visits so we are able to meets your care
needs at an affordable cost.
We also offer a 15 minute visits for medication checks
and pop in calls.

Tel: 01933 315555 www.serve.org.uk
Head office: 19 Church Street, Rushden, Northants, NN10 9YU
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Chichele College Art Exhibition
Over the weekend of 27th & 28th June,
Northamptonshire creatives Tamsin Edwards &
Marlene Snee will be inviting people to view
their latest collection of art.
Both artists have put together an eclectic
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experimental landscapes, delicate Chinese
work and traditional watercolours, through to
T m ’
q ky
m
ll
atmospheric scenes and fantasy pictures.
The art exhibition will be set in the wonderfully
atmospheric grand hall of Chichele College (Higham Ferrers), where both ladies
are greatly looking forward to the opportunity of meeting and to talking to
visitors.
Tamsin and art tutor Marlene will be demonstrating over the weekend and will
be very happy to discuss their work and inspirations and to encourage would
be ar
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”.
Tamsin has recently created illustrations of a published book of prose, and
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The college and its renovated medieval garden will be open FREE of charge
between 9am ~ 5pm on the Saturday and 10am ~ 4pm on Sunday. All visitors
are most welcome. Disabled access is limited to the ground floor and gardens,
and alas there is no onsite parking. There are however nearby FREE car parks
and on-street spaces to the rear of the College in Saffron Road. As an added
attraction for visitors, Higham Ferrers ll b
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To see examples of their artwork or to learn more abou M l
’
cl
please
visit
www.minigallery.co.uk/Marlene_Snee/or
www.facebook.com/marlene.paintings & www.texart.co.uk

Come to our Summer Fayre!
Saturday 27th June

11am – 1pm
Alpha Pre-school invites you to their Summer Fayre.
Free admission for all. We hope to see you there.
Fun for all the family. Prizes to win on the raffle and
tombola. Games to play and cake to eat.
Bric’a’brac and more stalls for you to enjoy.
at Alpha Pre-school Westfield Terrace,
Higham Ferrers. NN10 8BB
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George Whiting 1946-2015

It is my sad task to pay tribute to Councillor George Whiting who died
suddenly on 8th May in Kettering General Hospital.
George was in the final weeks of his term of office as our Mayor when
tragically he died leaving us in deep shock. Obviously our thoughts are with
his wife Pam, our new Deputy Mayor, and his daughters Sharon, Tracey and
family. It is a very difficult time for them and our thoughts and prayers go
out to them.
George was a good man who spoke his mind; you knew where you stood with
him. He was passionate about cricket and football and after his playing days
were over was involved in the United Counties Football League in various
capacities, including the Vice Chair post he held for many years. He was also at
different times Secretary of Higham Ferrers Cricket Club, Secretary for
Irthlingborough Diamonds Football Club and Higham Town Football Club.
He was a Bell Ringer and Church Warden at St Mary the Virgin Church where
he was a regular attendee.
George was an effective Councillor and a very pro-active Mayor who carried
out his duties with dignity and enthusiasm; he made many friends during his
term of office. I know it is a cliché, but we really will miss him terribly.
Cllr Derek Lawson MBE
Leader of Higham Ferrers Town Council

List of Elected Members
Cllr D. Drage
52 Saffron Road,
Higham Ferrers, NN10 8AE
davedrage@talktalk.net

Tel:
01933
410884

Cllr R J Gell * Mayor 2015/16
25 Handcross Way
Higham Ferrers NN10 8AE
rgell@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk

Tel:
01933
359237

Cllr R.D. Hamblin,
46 Fitzwilliam Leys,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8LY

Tel:
01933
413268

Cllr H L Jackson
The Gatehouse
21 Linnetts Lane
Higham Ferrers NN10 8DE
bertljackson@btinternet.com

01933
314963

Cllr D C Lawson MBE **
3 Mallard Close
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8JQ

Tel:
01933
397760

Cllr Mrs S A Mantle
8 Windmill Banks
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8JF
sheilamantle@hotmail.co.uk

Tel:
01933
356838

Cllr Mrs O.J. Mayes,
2 Chichele Street,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8HT
omayes@btinternet.com

Tel:
07904
014750

Cllr Mrs V M Newbery
50 Saffron Road
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8ED
valnewbery@fsmail.net

Tel:
01933
311062

Cllr B.A. Prigmore,
3 Newman Street,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8JW
Bap1957@hotmail.co.uk

Tel:
01933
386225

Cllr A M T Reading
6 Teal Close
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8NE
anthony@reading-family.com

Tel:
01933
411361

Cllr Mrs A M Sauntson *
42 Saffron Road
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8ED
annasauntson@outlook.com

Tel:
01933
357212

Cllr J. Smithers
c/o The Town Hall,
Higham Ferrers
towncouncil@jasonsmithers.co.uk

Tel:
07779
137081

Cllr P Tomas
2 Mallard Close
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8JQ
peter.tomas@btconnect.com

Tel:
01933
359688

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting *
Deputy Mayor 2015/16
19 Blake Walk
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8DB
pamwhiting@btinternet.com

Tel:
01933
356717

dlawson@northamptonshire.gov.uk

*District Councillor – East Northamptonshire Council
** County Councillor – Northamptonshire County Council
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