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I hope you enjoy reading this edition of
Higham Times. Did you visit the
Christmas Sparkle, if so you might find
yourself in one of the many pictures in
the centre pages. There are reports in
the newsletter of many events that are
happening throughout the spring months
and beyond. Please support as many of
these that you can.
If you would like to advertise an event
for the summer please email them to
donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk or call
in to the Town Hall. Thank you for your
continued support.
Maxine Newell
Any views or opinions expressed in this
newsletter do not necessarily represent
those of Higham Ferrers Town Council.

How about a weekend in Germany?
The members of the Higham Ferrers/Raunds-Hachenburg Twinning Association
are off on their travels – and they’d love you to join them!
The Twinning Association promotes friendship between the people of our local area and
those living in and around Hachenburg, a town near Cologne in Germany. Visits between the
two communities have been taking place for over 25 years, and many personal and family
friendships have been forged during that time.
We are now preparing for our latest visit to Germany on 27-31 August this year. We travel by
coach and ferry to Hachenburg, stay with local families and usually have a day trip and
barbecue with our hosts…and all for £180 (£90 for children under 16)! You don’t even need
to speak German! The picture shows our members enjoying a meal on a previous visit.
Interested? If you would like to know more, please contact
the Secretary, Kay Gillespie, on 01933-624776 or
kayg292@gmail.com.

Keep Higham Ferrers Tidy

The first day of January saw the launch of the Town Council’s campaign ‘Keep Higham Ferrers Tidy’. The Town
Council is running a campaign to increase awareness and promote a change in attitude towards waste. Join the
campaign by sharing the Council’s Facebook posts and by spreading the word that we want a clean and tidy
town and one we can all be proud of.
A poster competition was run in the Autumn with the Higham Ferrers Infant and Nursery School, the Junior
School and Henry Chichele Primary School. The pupils were asked to design posters on a theme ‘Keep Higham
Ferrers Tidy’. The posters form an integral part of the campaign. The winning and runner up posters will be
displayed around the town. The posters are aimed at encouraging residents and visitors to the town to be proud
of its appearance; to keep the streets, parks and play areas free of litter, to use the litter bins provided or take
the waste home.
In addition to the winning posters displayed around the town we wanted to celebrate the work and achievement
of every pupil who designed a poster and give them a chance to view their entry online. From the 1 st January we
have been posting daily a poster on the Town Council Facebook page Facebook.com/highamferrerstc
We started with the poster entries from Henry Chichele Primary School followed by the Junior School with the
Infant School posters due to commence online 2nd March.
Also on Facebook you will be able to hear Christian Parker, of the Junior School, deliver his campaign poem.
Congratulations to Christian for a wonderfully crafted and insightful poem to help stop litter in the town and
congratulations to all the children who submitted posters.
The Litter by Christian Parker
Litter is a problem
That people have today

The fish in our sea
Are going straight away
The water that we drink
The food that we eat
Are town is losing love
And is seeing a defeat
So Higham needs to step up
And stop litter in a flash

Last spring we worked with
the Girls Brigade and the 2nd
Higham Ferrers Cub Group to
carry out litter picks in the
town. If you are a local group,
can spare time for a litter pick,
and would like to help Keep
Higham Ferrers tidy please
contact us.
www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
or Higham Ferrers Town
Council 01933 312075

So we can use all the bins
And stop all the trash.

Help us spread the word ’Keep Higham Ferrers Tidy’

Susan Hollowell Memorial Trophy
Dominica Jones has been awarded the Susan Hollowell Memorial
Trophy, engraved carriage clock and certificate for “her service to the
local community.” The trophy was founded by Sarah Peacock in
memory of her late Mother, Susan Hollowell, and is a wonderful
opportunity to recognize the quiet service that volunteers give to our
community.
Since Dom’s retirement as Rushden Library Supervisor, she has
continued to support literacy in our community. Dom trained to be a
volunteer reading helper and encouraged reluctant readers in two
local schools, was a Homestart volunteer, led Rhymetime sessions
and currently runs two Reading Groups. For the last seven years, with
the help of other volunteers, she has raised significant funds for the
Salvation Army through her many hours working in their Rushden
bookshop.
With her husband David, Dom also volunteers for the Chichele
College Gardening Group.

Bedesday
The annual Bedesday took place at Higham Ferrers St Mary's on 20th December.
Bedesmen in Higham Ferrers go back 600 years to famous son Archbishop Chichele who was born in the
town.
Pictured below
Prior Stuart Wilby presenting new Bedesman David Manning with his Bedesman badge.
And also
Line up of Bedesman with Mayor Cllr Chris O'Rourke who is also a Bedesman and at the back guest of
honour Anne Burnett Deputy lord lieutenant with town clerk Sandra Mitcham.

Meet the Traders...
We wanted to introduce you to some of the lovely traders who
attend our monthly farmers market. It is a great opportunity
to find out more about these businesses and the wonderful
items which they produce.

HOME FARM FRUIT
Home Farm Fruit is situated in Elm, Wisbech.

Nigel the proprietor has been farming fruit all his life to great
success on a total of 5 acres. He has been attending our Farmers
Market since it began nearly 18 years ago selling delicious
seasonal fruits such as apples, pears, berries and gourds.
He also sells homemade apple juice,
apple pies and jams.
His stall offers a range of nuts and
seeds for bird food too.
Nigel is the friendliest of characters
so pop by and say hello to him at the
next market.

CUPALICIOUS
Cupalicious are based in Higham Ferrers.
They bake amazing cupcakes, celebration
cakes, wedding cakes, gingerbread and
macaroons using only the best ingredients.
They firmly believe that the better the
ingredients, the better the taste and I think
their customers would agree!
They bake fresh every day in their kitchens which have
been awarded a full 5 stars with East Northants Council
(Scores on Doors - Food Hygiene Star Rating).
At each Farmers Market they have a great range of
cupcakes, tarts and macaroons available as well as
many other extra treats such as gingerbread,
meringues, biscuits and shortbread.
Whether it is a birthday party, wedding, anniversary or
any other special event, Lisa at Cupalicious can provide
you with delicious cupcakes or a celebration cake to
make everyone smile.

Pots of miniature daffodils
for sale, refreshments,
garden themed stalls and
much more. Come along
and enjoy a churchyard full
of spring flowers and find
out about the Churchyard
Conservation Project.
FREE ENTRY

WILDLIFE IN THE CHURCHYARD
The Friends of St Mary’s, the Bedfordshire, Cambridge and
Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust and the St Mary’s Church
Eco Team, with the help of the Higham Ferrers Town
Council, are working together to improve the environment
for wildlife in the churchyard. The Wildlife Trust runs a
Conservation Churchyard Award Scheme which aims to help
villages increase the wildlife of their churchyards. We are currently working towards
the Bronze Award with plans to progress to the Silver and Gold awards. We aim to:
1. Develop wildflower meadow areas
Our churchyard is a small remnant of an ancient meadow with over 46 native plant
species present. Sadly, regular grass mowing over the years has prevented these
species from growing to their full potential. To aid natural growth we will cordon off
zones within the grassed areas and these zones will only be mowed once a year.
2. Build a dead hedge along the north wall boundary
A dead hedge is a barrier created from branches and twigs that will provide small
mammals and birds places to shelter away from predators and the elements.
We will continue to plant spring bulbs as well as developing wildflower areas and we
are hoping that through our collective efforts we will encourage greater biodiversity.

St Mary’s
Friday 20th March A Pudding & Prosecco Club in the Bede House at 8pm.
For tickets call 01933 318529
Saturday 21st March, Community Concert with the Ferrers School and
St. Mary’s choir Watch for details
Saturday 25th April: Bede House, 7.30 Medieval Feast for St. George,
with Boar’s Head Ceremony and Chichele Charter Cabaret. Details later.
First Friday Club Youth Group is on 6th March - 5.30-7pm in the Bede House for 10 years +;
Sunday's Cool Sunday School is on March 8th during the 10.30am Mass at St Mary's.
Evensong also on 8th at 5pm.
Ash Wednesday, 26th February: services
9.30am in the Chantry Chapel and 7pm in St Mary's
Mothering Sunday 22nd March
9.00am Family Mass for Mothering Sunday at St John’s
10.30am Family Mass and Parade for Mothering Sunday at St Mary’s
Palm Sunday 5th April
8.45am Family Mass and Procession of Palms at St John’s (meet at the end of
he drive to process to church)
9.00am Morning Worship for Palm Sunday in the Bede House
10.30am Family Mass and Procession of Palms at St Mary’s – (meet in the
Market Square to process to church.
5.00pm Sung Evensong for Palm Sunday
Holy Week 7.30pm Mon, Tues in the Chantry Chapel, St Mary’s
7.30pm Wed at St John’s – Mass and meditation
Maundy Thursday
10.30am Chrism Mass at the Cathedral – all welcome
7.30pm Mass of the Last Supper with Watch till midnight at St Mary’s
Good Friday
10.00am–12.30pm Easter Praise Party at St John’s
10.00am-12.30pm Good Friday Messy Church at St Mary’s
2.00pm The Last Hour – Good Friday Service at St Mary’s
Holy Saturday
8.00pm Easter Vigil with lighting of the Easter Fire at St John’s
Easter Day 12th April
9.00am Family Festival Communion Service at St John’s
10.30am Family Festival Mass at St Mary’s
Fizz and Easter Egg Hunt after our Easter morning services
Everyone welcome!

Higham Ferrers

Mayor’s Market

Saturday 2nd May 2020
9am-12noon - Market Square
Charity and Trade Stalls, entertainment and the crowning of the May

Queen, traditional maypole dancing, family games and activities,
bouncy castle,

ice cream van,

pavement café …..and much more!
All proceeds go to the Mayor’s Charities:
The Encephalitis Society and the
Higham Ferrers Community

SERVE are looking for Volunteers
IN RUSHDEN, HIGHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
Find us on Facebook or at www.serve.org.uk
Please contact Jenny Standen on 01933 315555 or at
cso@serve.org.uk
CURRENT ROLE VACANCIES ………

Receptionist
Tea Room Staff
Mini Bus Drivers
Drivers
Day Centre Volunteers

the christmas sparkle, 23rd november 2019
a victorian festive celebration
A Community event which is organised and supported by the Town Council,
Higham Tourism, local Churches and businesses. Despite some drizzly weather,
thousands of people attended throughout the day and enjoyed this wonderful
family event. The day had so much so offer with fun fair, Santa’s grotto, craft
fairs, continental market, trade and charity stalls, food and refreshments and a
great range of live entertainment on stage in the Market Square.
We have received lots of really positive feedback about the last year and look
forward to planning another brilliant festive event for our town in 2020!
Thank you to all who came to support this event and to the many volunteers
who commit their time to helping on the day. Our lovely community make this
such a welcoming and successful celebration.

HIGHAM FERRERS GIRLS’ BRIGADE
At the end of last year, we were kept very busy……

Sparkler Party

Ice Skating

Our annual sparkler party was a lot of fun! Hat,
scarfs & gloves were a must for the cold night, and
we then went inside for hotdogs to warm ourselves
up!

Here we are waiting for the coach in November, to
take us to a wonderful afternoon of skating at
Wilton Locks with other members of the Girls’
Brigade from all over the County.

Rememberance Sunday

Christmas Party

We took our place on the Market Square for the
Rememberance Service, with members of the
group; Chloe, Amelie & Tess laying our wreath at
the Memorial.

We rounded of the year with a lovely Christmas
Party.

Christmas Crafts
We are quite a crafty lot, and this year made
Christmas ‘rag wreaths’ to hang up in our homes.
Each wreath was made up from 40 fabric squares,
all individually cut by the girls.

What are we doing in 2020???
We are very much looking forward to visiting an Ice
Cream Company in Northampton in February. Spending
time with our Mayor and his Sargent at the Town Hall in
March and learning about animal welfare at a rescue
centre later in the year.
Would your daughter like to join The Girls’ Brigade in
Higham, if so, please contact us for more details.

01933 313417 or highamgb@gmail.com

The Charter Project - The latest…
SCHOOLS RECEIVE A FRAMED COPY CHARTER
In the last edition of the Higham Times we outlined what the Charter project still had in
store for the town. In this edition we are pleased to announce that we are yet another step
closer to meeting our objectives and the schools are playing a key role in this.
To help raise awareness of the existence, significance and purpose of the Charters the
schools in the town have received on loan until September 2021 a framed copy charter. To
accompany the charters the schools have been presented with the interpretative exhibition
boards for their charter and a copy of the book ‘Higham Ferrers 1251-1914, A Portrait of the
Town and People through its Historic Charters’.
Infant School – Charter of Charles II 1684
Junior School – Charter of Charles 11 1664

The Ferrers School – Charter of Victoria 1887

Henry Chichele Primary School have received the Charter of James I 1604. There are
plans for the Charter of Philip and Mary 1556 to be hung in the Bede House.

The Lost History of Jazz in Northamptonshire
A history of jazz in Northamptonshire from 1947 to 1972 has recently come
to light after being hidden for 46 years. It was written in 1973 by Mr Eric Barrett, a
past Mayor and businessman of Higham Ferrers. Eric was also a good musician,
playing the trumpet and undoubtedly quite a “jazz fanatic” in the heydays
playing with the Jack Lantsbery Band at the Green Dragon in Higham Ferrers.
Sadly Eric died in 1978 at the very young age of 48 years.
The history covers over 20 jazz venues in Northamptonshire, has the names
and members of all the bands plus Eric’s many thoughts about the jazz scene and
how to make a living from jazz.
The original copy, typed in what is now
faded blue ink and well “off-white” paper
must have taken many hours to type
without today’s computers, emails and
word processing. It remained with Eric’s
widow Jane until some 5
years ago and then given to Richard Perkins at his Higham garage who in turn gave it
to Richard Lewis who he thought would “do something with it!”
With the help of many people and in particular Kay Collins of the Rushden
History Society, the old pages were scanned, the typed words extracted in
‘Word’ format and then reformatted by Richard Lewis with the near same page
layouts as written by Eric.
The result is a 100 page A4 size soft cover book including over 120 pictures
and press cuttings. Extra pages have been added detailing the book’s eventual
route to publication, plus a brief biography and pictures of Eric.
AVAILABLE NOW PRICED £5 FROM P.W.HOUSE IN RUSHDEN AND
HIGHAM NEWSAGENTS
or CONTACT RICHARD LEWIS ON 07960 950821 or r_lewis6@sky.com
All profits from the sale of the book will go to the British Heart Foundation in memory of Eric.

Higham Chic hele Soc iety
Speakers:
•
•
•

April 24th - Arts & Crafts House & Garden & A.G.M.
May 29th - The Great Western Railway, John Holdam-Eyles
June 26th – A Potted History of the RAF, David Kendrick
Check our website for details www..highamchichelesociety.org.uk

The Society’s archive cabinet has been relocated from the Library to the Bede House. The archives will be
sorted and catalogued as soon as possible.
Details of archive material held by the Society will be available on our website and it is hoped that regular
study sessions will be arranged.

For lovers of arts and crafts …
From April to October many local artists
exhibit and sell their work in the college.
See www.highamferrerstourism.org.uk
for details.

Are you interested in the past?
Learn about your heritage at The
Chichele Society Higham Past and
Present Exhibition - 26–27 September &
3–4 October.

Do you have green fingers?
If you love everything about gardening
our Chichele Garden Fair is for you –
Saturday 30 May. And our Horticultural
Show is back by popular demand on
Saturday 12 September.

Live at Chichele College …
Fynnius Fogg are returning on Friday 3
July and Brass on the Grass is back on
Sunday 19 July. And new for this year a
Jazz Night on Friday 21 August.

Fun for the family …
Visit Santa in his grotto on Saturday 21
November.

More dates for your 2020 diary
Quiz Night
Bede House | Friday 13 March 7.30pm

Just a few steps from the
Market Square in Higham
Ferrers is the hidden gem

Fashion Show by Rock those Frocks
Bede House | Friday 15 May
Secret Gardens of Higham Ferrers
Sunday 21 June 12 noon–5pm

Town-wide Garage Sale
Saturday 29 August | from 9 am

CHICHELE COLLEGE
where there is something for
EVERYONE!

For the latest details see local posters,
our Facebook page and our website
www.highamferrerstourism.org.uk

Do you run, or know anyone who has, a business from
home or looking for new ways to help promote your arts,
crafts or skills?
The staff, governors and Parent, Teacher Association (PTA) are planning
to come together and host a ‘Let’s Keep it Local ‘ Christmas shopping
event to be held at the school between 12 noon and 4pm on Saturday,
14th November 2020. Whilst it may seem that, we have only just said
‘au revoir’ to 2019, we know that these events take meticulous planning and the attention is in the detail!
Tables will be sold at £10 each and we would invite all exhibitors to provide a raffle prize. If you are
interested or would like further details then please contact the Business Manager, Claire Griffiths or the
Receptionist/Clerk to Governors, Gemma Hartop, either by telephone ' 01933 352850 or email
bursar@henrychichele.northants-ecl.gov.uk or ghartop@henrychichele.northants.sch.uk . To avoid too
much repetition tables will be offered on a first come first served basis by category.
In addition to the stall holders we shall also be serving
refreshments; will have a variety of side attractions to
keep the children busy and santa’s
grotto. Whilst we do hope to raise
additional funding for the school the
intention is that the whole community
comes together to celebrate what
Higham has to offer. We do hope that
you will be able to join us.

As readers may recall, Henry Chichele Primary were shortlisted finalists in two
categories for the Northamptonshire Education Awards 2019 held in
Northampton on 11th July; Primary School and Business Manager of
the Year, the latter of which we very proud to be awarded.
Receipt of the award was only a starting point for the school as the
founder sponsor, Ben Thomas, of All Things Business, went on to establish the Northamptonshire School & Business
Alliance established through Ben’s passion to bring the education and business sectors together. Following regular
meetings the two sectors have drawn up a set of five pledges for each to try to fulfil during this academic year. One
of these is to support the number of school governor vacancies particularly in our local maintained primary and
nursery schools; the business community are a huge pool of the core skills needed to provide support and challenge.
Along with other schools and nurseries we currently have a vacancy to fill; are you that person?
What skills do I need?
The National Governors’ Association identifies the following essential skills for all governors:
Commitment to improving education for all
pupils
ü Willingness to learn
ü Commitment to the school’s vision and ethos

ü

ü

Basic literacy and numeracy skills

We are specifically interested in people with the following skills:

ü Basic IT skills (i.e. word processing and email)
ü Ability to work in a professional manner as part
of a team and take collective responsibility for
decisions

ü Procurement/Purchasing
ü Legal
ü ICT and/or Management Information
Systems
ü PR and Marketing

Surveying, consultation and/or research
Community Relations
Parents perspective, current school
Knowledge of the local community
ü Knowledge of the local / regional economy
ü
ü
ü
ü

How much time will it take?
Being a governor does take up time and you will need to be able to set aside time to be able to be an effective governor,
time to prepare for meetings, for visiting the school and undertaking relevant governor training.
As a governor, you will be expected to attend meetings of the full governing board (currently five per year) and will be
asked to sit on a committee which meets four times a year. Meetings are currently held on a Monday evening with a start
time of 6.30pm. You will also be expected to be able to come into school to perform monitoring visits as required. This is
an important part of work as governors and requires governors to visit the school during school hours.
As well as attending meetings, governors are also asked to look at specific areas of the school’s work in more detail. To
help support governors, everyone has access to further training to help build on existing skills or to develop new ones.
Some employers will allow you paid time off to carry out your role as a governor, so it is certainly worth checking if yours
does!
In your role as governor, you will be supported in these duties by other experienced members of the governing board, the
Headteacher, the Clerk to Governors and the Local Authority.
What next?
Should you wish to discuss the role further please contact the Clerk on ghartop@henrychichele.northants.sch.uk

Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infant
School
Keeping fit - Body and Mind!
This year we have used our Sports
Premium to pay for this wonderful new
adventure trail at the front of the
school. Not only will it provide lots of
fun for all of the children, it will help
them with their physical activity, their
balancing and gross motor skills.
We have also held some Well Being
workshops for our parents and continue
to focus on this across the school in all
areas of the curriculum.

Nene Valley Learners
A new group is being set up for adults who wish to attend non-vocational courses of general interest.
The group will meet in Hope Methodist Church, Higham Ferrers on Tuesday mornings from 10 ‘til 12
midday. There will be two terms per year, spring and autumn, each of 10 weeks duration if possible.
Lectures should last for 90 minutes with a coffee/tea break half way
Experienced lecturers will be engaged to ensure interesting subjects. Colin Ray will be the first lecturer
starting the first course on January 14th 2020 on ‘Castles of England and Wales’. In autumn 2020 there
will be a fun course on Gilbert and Sullivan.
A joining fee of £10 will be required of everyone, then as the group will be non-profit making, additional
course fees may vary according to costs and numbers attending.
The group will welcome anyone, young or older of any gender, all that is needed is an interest in a
variety of subjects. Potential learners could come from a wide area of Northamptonshire or beyond if
able to travel.
The name of this group is Higham Ferrers Learning Group (HFLG) and is being set up by people
experienced in running classes of this type. A new committee will be elected at the first meeting of
HFLG in January.
Interested? Contact:
Tony Packham 01933 411145 email tonypackham@gmail.com
Kim Eaves

01832 733565 email m.eaves360@btinternet.com

Chris Ellson 074847785 email chrise57@btinternet.com

News from Julie Thorneycroft (Town Manager for Rushden & Higham Ferrers)
Thank you to the following local retailers that took part in the 2019 Higham Ferrers Best Dressed Shop Window competition.
J&P Fresh Fruit and Veg
Coffee Barne Ltd
John Lee Motorcycles
Sidey Design Architecture
Wilson Browne Solicitors
The Refinery Hair and Beauty

Savour the Flavour Café
B.E White Curtains & Blinds
Millers Yarns and Crafts
The Daisy Chain
Rebels Hairdressers

Charles Orlebar Estate Agents
Mark Bird Flooring
Higham Eye Care
Sasha Louise Hair Salon
BMW Home Improvements Ltd

Higham Hair & Beauty
Bobby & Son Butchers
Willow & Grey of Higham
Colemans of Higham
The Barber Shop

The Mayor of Higham Ferrers, Cllr Chris O’Rourke presented the prizes to the winners of the Best
Dressed Shop Window Competition and Victorian Toy Trial at the Christmas Farmers Market on
Saturday 21st December.
The “People’s Choice Award” for the second year running was awarded to the fabulous window display
by Willow & Grey of Higham and the “Mayors Choice Award” chosen for its creative design was
provided by BMW Home Improvements Ltd. Well done to all the shops that took part.
The Higham Ferrers Victorian Toy Trail was introduced as a fun way for children and their families to
explore and get to know local shops and businesses in Higham Ferrers. Congratulations to all our lucky
winners, Esme and family, Elodie and Ethan who were presented with certificates and prizes at the
Higham Ferrers Christmas Market.
Many thanks to the Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infant School, Higham Ferrers Junior School, Henry
Chichele Primary School and the visitor centre at Rushden Lakes for hosting the post boxes.
We have received some lovely feedback and would like to share Kelly’s experience of Christmas in
Higham Ferrers:
“We live in Stanwick but love the Higham Ferrers Christmas Sparkle event. My husband and I bring our
daughter (now aged 6) every year and it is one of our favourite traditions – a coffee and cake in the
Coffee Barne before a visit to Santa (the best in the area in our opinion!) and then browsing the
stalls. Wilson Browne Solicitors do a great job at the Sparkle event each year with their wine and mince
pies, kids crafts and face painting – it pays off as we picked up a card for 10% off their Will making
service one year and finally got around to having our Wills written by them!
This year we also picked up a Town Trail leaflet so our daughter could enter the competition. She loved
trying to spot the letters in the shop windows as we walked around the Sparkle event and it took her
mind off the walking a bit allowing us more time for shopping!!! It was nice to see that not everyone
put their letter in plain sight – some were disguised and hidden among window displays which made it
extra fun to spot.
We think these kind of trails are a great idea – we often complete the treasure hunts run by the
Swansgate Centre in Wellingborough and have discovered several new shops there. On this occasion
we found many new shops and services around Higham that we wouldn’t have otherwise known existed
– for example the Pet Shop and Barber shop near the school. My daughter and I returned to Higham
another day to complete the trail – rewarding ourselves with coffee and cake before
returning home! It was a bonus to find out Elodie had won some prizes – she loved the
games and we look forward to attending our first Farmers Market to spend the
vouchers”.

Please Save the Date - Sunday 13th September
The annual Heritage Family Fun Day is taking place at Rushden Lakes on
Sunday 13th September. Heritage day is a great opportunity to support our local
Businesses who will be trading from Rushden Lakes for the day and at the same
time enjoy some traditional family fun.

Mayor’s Report
I had a busy end to the year in 2019 with many Christmas
events including our own Christmas Sparkle where I was
honoured to be on stage to officially switch on the Christmas
lights in Higham Ferrers. I also attended the
Christmas Fair at the Shrubbery, numerous
carol services, the Christmas Eve Carols on the
Market Square and went to the Junior School
to award the ‘best decorated classroom door’!
In December I also attended the annual
Bedesman Day where we honour the tradition of our Bedesmen in
Higham Ferrers and enjoyed a lovely service at St Mary’s and a
meal at the Bede House. At the Christmas Farmers Market I
awarded prizes to the lucky winners of our
Christmas Competitions and enjoyed a festive market with
lots of stalls and music from Rushden Town Band.
Going all the way back to October, I officially opened the new
Nightingale Way Play Area and in November we welcomed
the Children In Need Rickshaw Challenge which came through
Higham Ferrers. I was happy to join the hundreds that lined
the streets to cheer them along!
I also attended many receptions,
dances, coffee mornings and
other events and want to thank
everyone who has supported my own events this
Mayoral year and helped me to raise a great sum of
money for my charities.
I had a fantastic ‘Sound of the Sixties’ Night with Fynnius Fogg and I have a couple
of events remaining. The next is an Irish Night on Saturday 21st March at Rushden
Bowls Club with an Irish themed menu, quiz and music all for £20 a ticket.

For tickets email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk or call 01933 312075

Elected Council Members
Cllr N Brown
Nigelbrown388@yahoo.co.uk
01933 384875

Cllr V K Paul
125 Northampton Road
Rushden NN10 6AR
07850723504
vijay9@hotmail.com

Cllr J Smithers **
towncouncil@jasonsmithers.co.uk
07779 137081

Cllr Mrs A Gardner
Redley.ang@gmail.com

Cllr B A Prigmore
Bap1957@hotmail.co.uk
01933 386225

Cllr M B Spencer
21 Oaks Drive
Higham Ferrers NN10 8EX
07976570865

Cllr R D Hamblin
01933 413268

Cllr A M T Reading
Anthony@reading-family.com
01933 411361

Cllr P Tomas*
peter.tomas@btconnect.com
01933 359688

Cllr H L Jackson*
bertljackson@btinternet.com
01933 314963

Cllr Mrs C Reavey
Deputy Mayor 2019/20
01933 413173

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting
pamwhiting@btinternet.com
01933 356717

Cllr D C Lawson MBE
dereklawson34@gmail.com
01933 397760

Cllr C P O’Rourke
Mayor 2019/20
mayorhftc@gmail.com
01933 411472

Cllr Mrs S A Mantle
sheilamantle@hotmail.co.uk
01933 356838

Cllr Mrs A M Sauntson

@HighamFerrersTC
Follow us on Social media for all the latest
news.

Facebook/
HighamFerrersTownCouncil

* District Councillor
** County Councillor –
Northamptonshire County Council

Higham Ferrers Town Hall
Market Square
Higham Ferrers
Northants
NN10 8BT
Telephone 01933 312075
Email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Opening hours

Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

www.instagram.com/highamferrerstowncouncil

