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I am pleased and honoured to be elected as your Mayor.  During my Mayoral year I plan 
to promote our Town and encourage all our people to work together.  Therefore I hope to 
meet as many of you as possible. 
I call upon all of you to help me to raise lots of money to go towards my chosen charities.   
They are:Crazy Hats Charity ɀ assisting ladies with Breast Cancer; Prostate Cancer         
Organisation ɀ making men aware of the issue and assisting them with the cancer and 
McMillan Nurses supporting hospitals and the community with cancer. 
I think I am right in saying all of us have been or know of someone who has been affected 
by the horror of cancer.  Throughout the year I plan to hold different types of events to 
involve you all.  These events will be widely advertised by various means  
Please, please help me to raise lots of cash to help as many affected people as possible. 
Yours sincerely 
Cllr Peter Tomas 
 

 
The Pavilion Youth Club is in need of volunteers, do you have a skill that 

you could come and teach the youngsters, on a Wednesday evening? 

Cooking 

Art and crafts 

Outdoor games or sports 

Gymnastics for the girls 

Dance 

Music 

It doesn't have to be every week. 

We have lots of ideas to keep the 10- 16 year olds entertained. 

The club is open Wednesday evenings 6pm -9pm including the school      

holidays as long as we have enough volunteers and leaders. 

If you would like more information about what is required please contact 

Nikki on 07507176719. Do you have any board games, Art & crafts or out-

door items that we could use at The Pavilion Youth Club. 

From the (stand in) Editor  

Welcome to edition fif teen of Higham Times in this edition you will find lots of 

news from arou nd the town.   If you would like any events advertised  for free  

please let me know by  the 7 th  of July.  

 I can be contacted via the Town Hall or email Danielle@highamferrers -tc.gov.uk.  

Thank you for your support.  

Danielle Edwards  

Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent 
those of Higham Ferrers Town Council.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Raffle Returns 
On the 29th July our free  
Raffle will return again,    
where customers could win  
prizes kindly donated by 
our fantastic stall holders. 
Last year we had over 50 prizes donated and 3 very lucky 
winners  

      

The Farmers Market celebrates 15 years!  
 

     
 

Dates for 2017  
 

24TH JUNE  29TH JULY  26TH AUGUST 
30TH SEPTEMBER  28TH OCTOBER   25TH NOVEMBER 

23RD DECEMBER 

On Saturday the 29th April we celebrated 
15 years with a delicious cake for all our 
visitors and a vintage Bullnose Cowley 

made an appearance. 
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Over the Easter holidays our reading area has transformed into what is now called 
 'Authors Alley'. Our alley is like stepping back in time to an old shopping street with 
shops full of books such as 'Fiction and Sons', ' Poems R Us', 'Non Fiction Emporium' 
and 'Magazine World'.  
 
Special features within the room all link in some way to either a book, author or 
Higham Ferrers Junior School. Hidden within the bricks are quotes from books and 
somewhere else on another brick is the author's name and book title to find to match 
up with the quote. We also have our own special 'wanted' poster which we will use 
to highlight new books to the children.  
 
We are the only school around to have such a brilliant and unique reading area! 

 
We have had many sporting achievements over the last term, with some successful 
wins in gymnastics, basketball, cross country and indoor athletics. We still have 
more such events coming up this term!  
7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄ ς 2ÏÍÁÎ $ÁÙÓȟ ς ÔÒÉÐÓ ÔÏ #ÁÄÂÕÒÙȭÓ 7ÏÒÌÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
-ÁÙÁÎȭÓȠ 7ÅȭÖÅ ÈÁÄ Á Ȭ7ÈÅÒÅȭÓ 7ÁÌÌÙȭ dress up day for World Book Day at the         
beginning of March (teaming up with the Infant School to try to create the             
Ȭ-ÏÓÔ 7ÁÌÌÙÓ ÉÎ (ÉÇÈÁÍȦȦɊȠ 0ÅÅÒ -ÅÎÔÏÒ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÏÇÌÅ %ØÐÅÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ 
the pupils and shown them how to use VRs!! 

 



 

MAYORS REPORT- ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

Neighbourhood Plan 

The Neighbourhood Plan completed the process. The plan was made by     

East Northamptonshire Council on 11th April 2016.  

School Crossing Patrol 

Following the resignation of the School Crossing Patrol in December 2015 the      

Council continued to advertise until July 2016 without any applicants coming         

forward. The role is no longer being advertised. 

Christmas Sparkle 

This yearôs event was again very successful and attracted in excess of 1000        

people. This year we reverted back to large fair rides with the carousel being the 

main attraction. There was a best Dressed Shop Window competition won by      

Colemans and a competition for the children to find the most goblins hidden in     

windows. 

Plans are already underway for this year and the date is 18th November 2017. 

 

 

Queens 90th Birthday Event 

To mark the Queens 90th Birthday an     

event was held on Saffron Road            

Recreation Ground on 4th June 2016.    

The theme was the 1920ôs and was well 

attended. 

Litter Pick 

The Council recently took part in the Keep Britain Tidy ï Spring Clean          

event. Thank you to the Scouts and the other members of the public who     

assisted. 

Farmersô Market 

The market continues to be successful. It has its own Facebook page. Birthday    

celebrations were held in April with a cake and entertainment. The Salvation       

Army Band performed at the Christmas Market. 

Additional Cemetery land 

Work to find suitable land is still ongoing. Tests were undertaken on land    

owned by the Duchy of Lancaster. This proved unsuitable. Further sites      

offered are considered to be too far from the town. The Council is now         

hoping to work with Rushden Town Council to provide a new cemetery in     

conjunction with Rushden East. 
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Rushden Rider 

To ensure the continuation of the service, the Town Council has continued to        

subsidise the service to the tune of £5616. The subsidy will continue in 2017/18 

Planning 

The Council has considered 51 planning applications over the last 12 months.      

Works continue on 3 sites in the town - 88 dwellings off Station Road, 166           

dwellings at Garden fields and 36 dwellings off Midland Road. Work has also       

started on a site off Kimbolton Road. 

Works are well on the way on the Rushden Lakes development which is planned  

to open in June/July 2017. 

Rushden East 

The Council has 1 representative on the Rushden East Board which is        

working with the developer to masterplan the site for up to 2500 homes on   

the other side of the A6. The Council have lobbied hard for further                 

representation as Rushden Town Council has a larger number of members. 

This development will have an impact on Higham Ferrers and the Council    

aims to mitigate this impact. 

CCTV 

The Town Council continue to provide this service after East Northamptonshire    

withdrew their funding in 2013.  

Heritage Centre 

Following the decline of the offer from the Duchy of Lancaster to lease 19 College

Street, the Council have been looking at other options which include the               

conversion of the Cemetery Chapel. 

Planters 

The Council has worked with Higham Ferrers Tourism to improve the appearance

of the town. Four more barrier troughs were purchased this year as well as 3        

tiered planters. These were funded by a grant from Higham Ferrers Tourism and  

also Councillor Empowerment monies from Cllr Anna Sauntson.  

Website 

In April 2016 the Council changed website provider to improve the accessibility of 

the information it provides. 

Walls 

During the year the wall fell down between the churchyard and the Green Dragon.

As it is a closed churchyard the Council is responsible for its maintenance. This  

was rebuilt and others were inspected. This led to two more being repaired. 

 

 



Charters 

A small group from Higham Ferrers Tourism continues to work on the project for   

the Council to restore the charters and produce copies and information on them   

for public use. 

Greenway 

As part of the Community Plan the Council committed to extend the Greenway     

from  Queensway to Kimbolton Road. This project has now received £40,000 of  

grant funding and some s106 monies, so with £15000 from Council funds, work is

progressing to deliver this project. 

Fitzwilliam Leys Play Area 

The bark surfacing at the play area in Fitzwilliam Leys was replaced with wet       

pour  

Car Parking Enforcement 

Parking enforcement is now taking place in the Market Square by                        

Northamptonshire County Council. This has improved the turnover of parking       

spaces.  

Town Manager 

Julie Thorneycroft was appointed in April 2016 as Town Manager. She is shared 

with Rushden Town Council.  

Common Land at the end of Mallard Close 

Works are being undertaken to improve and tidy the land at the end of Mallard      

Close. It is intended to place recreation equipment on the land. Village Green       

land on the other side of the A6 is to be developed as a óDogs off Leadô Area.  

Phase 5 Kings Meadow Lane 

Phase 5 has still not been transferred. There are some outstanding issues that    
need to be resolved before the Council takes it over. We are in regular contact    
with the developer on these issues. 
 
Assistant Clerk 

Alicia Schofield joined the Council as Assistant Clerk at the beginning of     

October.  This appointment was made following an external review of the     

staffing structure which showed that the Council was under resourced. 

 
 

          

 

Christmas Sparkle Sat 18th Nov 2017 
If you would like a stall at the event please let us 

know at the Town Hall.  



 
 

8 Higham Times 

 

Northamptonshire Association for the Blind 

The Northamptonshire Association for the Blind will be providing Ball by Ball 
commentary on all four day and one day 50 over games to be played at Wantage 
Road in 2017.  Twenty/20 commentary is provided by Radio Northampton but 
conveyed to partially sighted spectators via the headsets. The first game is on 
Friday April 7th and the visitors are Glamorgan.  The game will commence at 
11.00am and continue until Monday April 10th.  

The commentary is designed to bring as much information to partially sighted 
spectators and a description of the ground and the atmosphere is provided to 
make the spectator more aware of the game as it develops and draws to its    
conclusion.   A list of the opening games is attached. The commentary is      
enhanced by information derived from ESPN crikinfo, and reference books  and 
details of visiting players and lesser known county players is conveyed to the    
listener by the commentary team.  Further information, such as record scores and 
partnerships, is available via the scorers and local press who are situated         
adjacent to the commentary box. The description of the game is delivered in an 
informal style by the volunteer commentators who have a wide experience of 
many aspects of cricket.  Knowledge of first class and local cricket is available 
with an interpretation of laws from qualified umpires within the team.  Gaps in play 
are punctuated by informal chat and discussion on the events taking place, about 
cricketing matters as they develop, in the test and first class arenas. 

 
Your Local Sight Loss Charity 

 

Helpline: 01604 719193         
Email: helpline@nab.org.uk      Visit: www.nab.org.uk 

Head Office: 37 Harborough Road, Northampton, NN2 7BB. 
Registered Charity: 201240    

 

mailto:helpline@nab.org.uk
http://www.nab.org.uk/


 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On the 1st May the third annual AFC Rushden and Diamonds Charity La-
dies Match took place at the Dog & Duck.  
This is the third year that this match has taken place and the standard 
has increased and the players have improved too during this time. The 
whole concept was started as a way to launch our girls section which is 
now thriving with 4 teams currently playing this season with a 5th team 
to be added for next season. 

)Ô ×ÁÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÍȭÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ do on a weekly 
basis and also understand that football is maybe not as easy as it looks standing on the side lines. 
4ÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ -ÕÍȭÓ ÍÁÔÃÈ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ× ÅØÐÁÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ aÕÎÔÉÅȭÓ ÅÔÃȢ 
and they train every week on a Wednesday at Higham School throughout the year. 
So this year there were some veterans making their third appearance and some debutants too, some 
ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ×ÈÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅ ς ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏ ÈÁÄÎȭÔ ËÉÃËÅÄ Á 
ball in anger. 
This year the players were determined to put on a great match and have been training harder than 
ever and for the first time played a full 90 minutes.  
4ÈÅ ÍÁÔÃÈ ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÄȡ  9ÕÌÅȭÓ *Å×ÅÌÓ σ ɀ Goal Diggers 1 and was watched by more than 200 supporters. 
It was a great spectacle for all involved more importantly raised a significant amount of awareness 
and money for the two charities on the day which were Wilsons Disease and Mind. 

STRAWBERRY FAYRE 
SATURDAY 24TH JUNE 2017 

14.30 ɀ 16.30 
Everyone welcome! 

The Shrubbery College Street  
-ÏÎÉÅÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÇÏ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ 4ÈÅ 3ÈÒÕÂÂÅÒÙ 2ÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ &ÕÎÄȢ 

Cream teas, Music, Cake stalls, Tombola, Raffle etc. 
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News from the Town Manager  
My first year as Town Manager for Rushden and Higham Ferrers has flown by at an 
alarming rate; it has certainly been an interesting and very busy time.  My working week 
is divided between the two towns; I spend 75% of my working week in Rushden and 25% 
of my time in Higham Ferrers.  Whilst in Higham Ferrers I have worked on several        
projects in my first year including the set up of a Town Team, a group consisting of 3 
Town Councillors, representatives from the Higham Ferrers Tourism and Business fo-
rums, the Town Clerk and myself.  The aims of the Town Team are to improve the eco-
nomic and business well-being and the quality of life in Higham Ferrers.  The Town Team 
meet on a regular basis to discuss project progress. 
I also work with the Higham Ferrers Events team to introduce new and interesting ideas 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΦ [ŀǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ L ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀǎ ŀ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ Christmas Sparkle event.  The aims of both competitions were to 

promote Higham Ferrers and offer local businesses an opportunity to participate in some 

friendly fun.  Families were encouraged to come into town and follow the trail of       

Gargoyles that were hidden inside the shops, at the same time people could vote for 

their favourite festive shop window display.  Two local brothers aged 9 and 7 correctly 

identified 18 of the 21 gargoyles and named their hiding places.  Daniel and Jamie won 

their own Gargoyle which was presented by the Mayor at the Christmas Farmers Market.  

The festive shop window competition attracted a total of 186 votes, the business         

receiving the most votes and the winner of the άtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜέ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǿŀǎ /ƻƭŜƳŀƴǎΦ   

I am keen to run a similar Christmas themed competition again this year, any businesses 

that would like to be involved please get in touch. 

 

I am nearing completion on a new publication of the Higham Ferrers Town Guide which 

will help to promote the town to residents and visitors alike.  The Guide is scheduled to 

be delivered to every household in Higham Ferrers in June.  Additional Guides will be 

printed for visitors to the town.  I am also working to combine and update the current 

Higham Ferrers heritage trails.  The Town Team are progressing with plans to improve 

and add new tourist signage at the gateways into Higham Ferrers. 

 

Together with the Higham Ferrers Business Forum regular business networking sessions 

are being organised with interesting speakers, if you would like to come along and meet 

other businesses please let me know. 

 
Rushden Lakes is progressing well, myself and other partners including Rushden and 
Higham Ferrers Town Councils, East Northants Council, LXB and Crown Estates are meet-
ing on a regular basis.  The site is scheduled to have a soft opening in July ahead of the 
official opening which will be held in September. 
 If you would like any further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Julie Thorneycroft 
Town Manager for Rushden and Higham Ferrers 
Email: Julie@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk 
Tel No: 01933 312075 

 

mailto:Julie@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk


PARKING FOR THE SCHOOL RUN 

We have received complaints that during the school run parents are 
parking dangerously 
around the town, 
please remember that 
the Car Park on Saffron 
Road IS for public use 
not just for the Doctorôs  
Surgery and makes an 
ideal place to park 
when  driving the     
children to school.   
The Car Park is in a 
prime location adjacent 
to the High Street and 
opposite the Recreation 
Ground.  
It is a Long Stay Public 

Car Park, and is   
available to use all day   

every day. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.highamchichelesociety.org.uk/

