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From the Editor
Welcome to the August edition of Higham Times. I hope you enjoy reading about the recent events that
have happened throughout the Town and will be able to attend some of the new events planned for
Higham Ferrers during the summer months.
If you would like your autumn event advertised please let me know by October 7th, I can be contacted
via the Town Hall or email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk. Also you can advertise your event on the new
improved web site, see page 13 for more details. Thank you for your support.
Maxine Newell
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of Higham Town Council.

IMPROVING THE FERRERS SCHOOL FOR THE FUTURE
Anyone who has visited the Ferrers School recently can’t fail to have seen the impact of current
improvement work. The buildings are cloaked in scaffolding as teams of roofers work to completely
renovate all the flat roofs in the school. This has been made possible due to a successful bid to the
government to secure a grant of £1.4 million. Such funding is only available to academies and is one
of the reasons we were keen to convert to academy status two years ago. You will know that money
is very tight in the public sector so we were very pleased to receive such a sizable grant.
Actually, the roofs have held up pretty well. For a building approaching
40 years old, this is the first time they have had to undergo such
renovation. However, they were showing their age and we were
starting to experience one or two leaks. This new roofing will seal the
buildings for the future and also add some additional insulation which
will help to reduce our energy bills too.
The impact of this work is quite significant. Some of the work is very
noisy and we have just been through our exam season. However, the
contractors have been excellent and have made sure the most disruptive work takes place at times
and locations to minimise the impact on the school. A lot of this work will take place during the
summer holiday when no students are around. So far, all aspects of school life have carried on as
usual and we hope it will all be completed in time for Christmas.
At the same time as this work is proceeding, we are also making some internal improvements to the
school, made necessary by our largest ever intake of Year 7 students. We
normally admit 180 students at the start of each year. This year, however,
we had 210 first choice applications and so we have decided to expand to
meet this demand. Work has started to extend our dining facilities so we
can accommodate larger numbers of students at breaks and lunchtimes in
comfort. This will include a new covered seating area outside together
with new dining furniture and serving facilities in the main dining area.
We are also improving the facilities in the main hall. Improvements are
being made to the stage and performing area and we are installing new tiered seating. This will
increase the capacity of the hall and also the comfort of the seats for the students during assemblies
and also for the many visitors who come to our performances and open evenings.
So, a very busy time at the moment and much to manage. The outcomes will be hugely beneficial for
us all and will mean our school continues to improve as we move into the new school year and then
on into the future.

Higham Ferrers Celebrates the
Queen’s 90th Birthday
The lovely people of Higham
came in there droves with picnics
and set up early for an afternoon
to remember.

Charlie Chaplin had
everyone in stitches, the
Chimney Sweeps had
people gasping with their
acrobats and the children
gawped at the stilt walker!
This is all without the great
bands and the choirs on the
stage.
Refreshments were
available in abundance
everything from Ice cream to Pig Roast and Pimms, Tombola’s,
Bouncy castles, Human Fruit Machines and Royal Memorabilia
to mention a few.
Higham Ferrers Town
Council would like to
thank everybody that
attended for making this
an unforgettable,
nostalgic day.

Higham Ferrers Tourism Business and Community.
The celebration of the Queens 90th on the recreation ground was a
great success. We worked with the Council on this event.
The events in June have been well supported in the College, the Open
Gardens on 19th June was, as always enjoyed by all.
Future events include;
Friday August 19th
An evening of String and Beautiful Things Part 2, at Chichele College
7.30pm Free entry and a licensed bar will be available.
Saturday August 27th
Town Garage sale 9 – 1pm
Maps will be available from the Market Square on the
day. To arrange for your garage to be included on the
map contact simon.wiles3@googlemail.com
Friday September 16th
St Cecilia Singers in the College and Barbershop Group in the evening.
7.30pm Free entry and a licensed bar will be available.
Most weekends at the College there is an Art display with FREE entry.
Please enjoy the flower displays in the town. We are always looking for
ways to encourage people in to the town and especially the College to
enjoy what we do.

On Friday 1st July the pupils of Higham Ferrers Junior School took
part in a Race for Life to raise money for Cancer Research UK.
Each class went down to the playing field in turn and the children all
ran 1 mile. Parents came along to cheer the runners on.
Everyone did really well and each child was presented with a medal
for taking part.
Sponsorship has been terrific and the school have been overwhelmed
with people’s generosity when sponsoring this worthy cause.
With money still being sent into school, the last count showed that at
least £1450 has been raised to date.
Many thanks go to everyone who sponsored a child.

Do you enjoy

:- talking,

singing,
listening
to
music,
dancing, cooking, making things,
running,
skipping,
puzzles,
climbing, and animals? Visiting pet
shops, fire stations, picnics, trips
to the park and learning about
the town you live in?

Are you aged between 5 and 15?
Live in Higham Ferrers or Rushden?

If so, you should be in the Girls’ Brigade!!
Join in the fun on Thursdays
At: Higham Ferrers Junior School
Year 1 —Year 3 6:00 till 7:15pm Year 3 and above 7:00 till 8:00pm

Contact us : 01933 313417 adams95@btinternet.com

My first month in office
I have now been in the role as your Police and Crime Commissioner for just over a
month, and so far have found it to be an extremely fast-paced, challenging yet exciting
job.
It has been fascinating to learn more about the great work Northamptonshire Police
undertake each and every day. No police officer can ever predict what will happen when
they go on shift and it has been a privilege to see at first hand the courage and
professionalism of our officers.
I have been very clear that I will protect frontline policing in Northamptonshire.
Also following the success of National Specials Weekend I have reaffirmed my support to Northamptonshire
Police’s Special Constabulary. The strategic use of Special Constables will be an important priority for my term
in Office. I want to see a focus on maintaining the number of volunteers policing the
county at a ratio of approximately one special constable to two full-time police
officers.
I am currently developing my Police and Crime Plan, which will set out my
aims and ambitions as Commissioner to make Northamptonshire safer. One of
my key priorities is to ensure our children are safe and protected. I would also
like to see a greater use of technology to enable more officers to be out on the
front line rather than stuck in stations filling out paperwork and to combat issues
such as the exploitation of children, domestic violence and online crime.
Most importantly, I want the people of Northamptonshire to have trust and
confidence in both the Police and the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner.
Should you wish to contact me regarding any concerns you may have, please email me at
Commissioner@northantspcc.pnn.police.uk, or via post at: Police and Crime Commissioner Force
Headquarters, Wootton Hall Northampton NN4 0JQ . Should you wish to report a crime please phone 101 or
999 in an emergency.

ART EXHIBIT IONS in the Chic hele College
August 6/7 – Joy Barry
Diverse subjects in all mediums

August 13/14 – Sara Accorsini

Local artist showcasing abstract and contemporary art

August 27/28 – Artisan’s Weekend
Come and see local skills at work

September 3/4 – Brenda Bandy

Land and seascapes with some fantasy and spiritual art

September 10/11 – Colin Gould

Please come along and see my paintings: Sport, Animals, Aviation and more

September 24/25 – The Annual Chichele Society Exhibition

Past and Present, Higham Ferrers Businesses, Factories and Public Houses, World War 1 - 1916,
The History of the Remembrance Poppy

October 29/30 – Lin Hunt

My first solo exhibition will showcase the pleasure I derive from my art, with a wide range of
subjects and styles in various media

November 12/13 – Dave Billington
Dark Barons and Scream Queens

Forthcoming events

The next QUINGO quizzes are on Thursday 15th September, Thursday
October 20th and Thursday 17th November and are held at Rushden
Town Bowls Club. The cost to enter is £12 for a team of up to 4 people.
CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT at the Bede House,
Higham Ferrers are being held this year on
Tuesday 6th December and Thursday 8th
December. Rushden Town Band will be
providing the music. Mince pies will be
available; there will be a log fire and a pay bar.
Tickets are £9 and are already selling fast.

Log Fire at the Bed e Hous e

The proceeds for Quingo and Carols by
Candlelight go to Save the Children.

The charity Breakaway is holding a Beetle Drive and fish and chip supper
at Rushden Town Bowls Club on Thursday 27th October. Booking is
essential for this event.
On Thursday 24th November they are holding a Christmas Bring and Buy ,
with a gold and silver themed tombola and festive food. Again this is at
Rushden Town Bowls Club.
To book tickets or for more information about any of these events
please contact Susan at; superduch5@gmail.com
The Pavilion Youth Group
The Pavilion held their AGM on 19th July. The group is in the process of setting
up first aid training for the volunteers using the donation from last years
Mayor, Cllr.Richard Gell.
Nikki is looking for people that would like to come and help out in the holidays
with outdoor activities for the youngsters on a Wednesday evenings.
The club is going from strength to strength, with lots more youngsters coming
through the door to see what is on offer at The Pavilion and, also, with having
the skate park and the rec as well as activities inside the Pavilion they have a
good selection of activities to choose from on a Wednesday night.
If you would like to get involved with the Pavilion youth club, ring Nikki on
07722906120.

THE PAVILION (YOUTH CLUB)
(Next to the skate park)

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
HIGHAM FERRERS YOUTH CLUB NEED
VOLUNTEERS TO KEEP THE CLUB RUNNING &
WE ARE LOOKING FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS

HAVE YOU SOME SPARE TIME ON A
WEDNESDAY EVENING?
WE ARE OPEN 6pm – 9pm
We meet every Wednesday evening
including school holidays. We’re looking for
help in all sorts of areas so volunteers don’t
have to commit to every session. All you
need is a commitment to Higham’s young
people.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, CONTACT
NIKKI ON 07722906120
OUR EMAIL

thepavilion.youthclub@gmail.com

HIGHAM FERRERS BUSINESS FORUM

!
!

For two years, up to 30 business people from Higham Ferrers have met
once a Quarter to have a chat about local business opportunities, listen
to colleagues present and talk about their own businesses, and work to
gain business from other businesses in the town.

Julie Thorneycroft, our new Town Manager, has been appointed to help with the
transition and development of Rushden Lakes, and how this might affect the
number of visitors and trading in Higham Ferrers.
At our last meeting in June, she gave a presentation identifying some of the
issues, the main one being how to attract some of the additional thousands of
people, and to work with the businesses to continue to persuade them to stay in
our beautiful and historic town.
Claire Short from Ashgrove Health reassured us that 'cracking' bones can be a
good thing, but only in moderation. A bit like chocolate!
The 'cracking' is like a reset button, and helps with the adjustment of ligaments
and cartilage, so you feel more comfortable. This applies, whether it is finger
bones, or spinal bones. It's best to leave the spinal bones to the experts though!
The weird thing is that no-one still knows where the 'cracking' noise comes from
- is it gas pressure being released?, two bones rubbing together?, or something
else altogether? If you have the answer, come and tell us at our next meeting!
Most houses in Higham Ferrers receive the fortnightly copy of Nene Valley News
which is published in Oundle and serves the East Northamptonshire area.
Like all media, newspapers need news, like we need publicity.
So, Roger Sharman from NVN came to explain about the advertising
opportunities and circulation figures, and enlightened the group about how local
news is distributed.
Of course, you don't have to make a speech - it's just as easy to chat over lunch,
so if you have 90 minutes free at lunchtime on 29th September, come and join
the group to have a chat. The meeting starts at 12.30 p.m., and maybe you could
pick up some new business!
Call Tracey on 01933 410000 to join our next meeting, or email to
tford@wilsonbrowne.co.uk

@HighamFerrersTC

The pages are updated on a regular basis with news from the Council, dates of meetings,
events around the town and news from other organisations.

Higham Ferrers Town Council

Keep up to date with Farmers’
Market events on Facebook. Search
for Higham Ferrers Farmers Market

Free parking for the Farmers’ Market is available at the Saffron
Road car park that is clearly signposted. The Higham – Rushden
link bus stops a few metres from the market square.

Market Dates for
2016
August 27th
September 24th
October 29th
November 26th
December 17th

The Market is open between 9am and 1pm. It gives you the opportunity to buy local, fresh
and unique produce from one location. The produce sold is from a 50-mile radius of Higham
Ferrers. If you are interested in having a stall at the market in the future contact Danielle at
the Town Hall ; Danielle@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk

Higham Ferrers Town Hall
Market Square
Higham Ferrers
Northants
NN10 8BT
Telephone 01933 312075
Email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Opening hours
Monday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Tuesday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Thursday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday Closed

ANNUAL REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2016

Council

Elections took place in May 2015. We said good bye to Celia Ingram,
Simon Wiles, Mick Beesley, Margaret Tuffnail, Alan Dunn and Kathy
Dunn. We welcome new Councillors Barry Prigmore, Jason
Smithers, David Hamblin and Olwen Mayes and welcome back
David Drage.
It was with great sorrow that the Council heard of the sudden death
of George Whiting in his final days as Mayor on the day of the
elections.

The Council then proceeded to co-opt to fill two vacancies in Chichele ward and co-opted
Tina Reavey and Christopher O’Rourke.
Gwen Murdin
During the year Gwen Murdin BEM, Honorary Freewoman died. Gwen served the Town as
a Town Councillor from 1968 to 2011, during which time she served as Mayor 3 times;
and as a District Councillor.

Neighbourhood Plan

The Neighbourhood Plan has
almost completed the process.
The Referendum took place on
18th February 2016 and just under 92% voted in favour, the plan is now awaiting formal
adoption by East Northamptonshire Council. Thank you to all those involved.

School Crossing Patrol

Due to the withdrawal of funding by Northamptonshire County
Council the Town Council has continued to contribute £2400 towards
the cost of providing this service. Following the resignation of the
previous incumbent at the end of March 2015, a new person started
in September. She left after 1 term and the vacancy is being
advertised.

Christmas Sparkle

This year’s event was again very
successful and attracted in
excess of 1000 people. There
was a change from the large fair
rides this year with an artificial skating ring.
Plans are already underway for this year and the date is 19th November 2016.

Farmers Market

The market continues to be successful. It has its own Facebook page.
Birthday celebrations were held in April and there was a cake and
entertainment. Rushden Town Band performed at the Christmas Market.

Additional Cemetery land

Work to find suitable land is still on going. It is hoped that
further tests on land owned by the Duchy of Lancaster will be
completed soon.

Rushden Rider

To ensure the continuation of the service, the Town Council has
continued to subsidise the service to the tune of £5400. The subsidy
should continue in 2016/17.

Planning.
The Council has considered 44 planning applications over the last 12 months. Works
continue on 3 sites in the town - 88 dwellings off Station Road, 166 dwellings at Garden
Fields and 36 dwellings off Midland Road.
Works have started on the Rushden Lakes development which should open in 2017.

CCTV
The Town Council continue to provide this service after East Northamptonshire withdrew
their funding in 2013. Monitoring of the system moved to Daventry in September and the
cameras were upgraded and increased.

Outdoor Gym Equipment

Five pieces of Outdoor Gym Equipment was provided on Saffron Road
Recreation Ground in November 2015. This was funded by a grant
Awards for All.

Heritage Centre

The main focus since the end of August 2016 has been the possible provision of a Heritage
Centre at 19 College Street. The property was offered to the
Council by the Duchy of Lancaster on a 15 year lease. After
consideration of the potential costs of converting it and the
possible running costs the Council decided at its February
meeting to decline the offer.

Planters
The Council has worked with Higham Ferrers Tourism to provide the appearance of the
town. Four barrier troughs were purchased and funded by a grant from Higham Ferrers
Tourism. The group then provided the plants and the Council watered them.

Local Council Award

In June 2015 the Council was the first local council in Northamptonshire to
be awarded an award under the Local Council Awards Scheme. The
scheme is the successor to the Quality Council scheme. This achievement
recognises that the Council achieves good practice in governance,
community engagement and Council improvement. This award shows that
the Council goes above and beyond their legal obligations, leading their communities and
continuously seeking opportunities to improve and develop even further.

Grounds Maintenance Consortium
The Council is part of a consortium for its ground maintenance. The contract was
retendered in 2015 and Turneys were again the successful contractor.

Common Land at the end of Mallard Close
Works are being undertaken to improve and tidy the common land at the end of
Mallard Close. The land has been cleared and a new fence is due to be installed shortly.

Phase 5 Kings Meadow Lane
Phase 5 has still not been transferred. There are some outstanding issues that need to be
resolved before the Council take it over. We are in regular contact with the developer on
these issues.

New, improved Higham Town Council Web Site
Have you looked at the Town Council recently? It has a brand new look making it
easier to find information about all things local like, Council meetings, 'what's on'
community groups, planning and lots more besides. The web site is updated regularly
with events and news from around Higham Ferrers.
A new addition to the improved web site is a calendar where you can add your own
event, just log on to the web site, select the Community section, then select what's on
and you will see ‘add item’ underneath the calendar, select this then complete the
form with details of the event you are arranging with your name and your event will be
added to the calendar. A great way to inform other residents of what is going on
around the town.
Another section of the web site is a list of community groups, sports clubs and
associations. If you organise a group and it is not listed contact the Town Hall and
they will add your group to the ever-growing list.
Find the web site at www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk

The Mayor, Pam Whiting, writes for Higham Times
Can I start by saying a huge thank you to
everyone who was involved in making the
Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration such a
success. It was wonderful to see such a large
crowd in the both the Recreation Ground and
the Chichele College. I think we were very
fortunate with the weather, which enabled
families to come along with their picnics and
enjoy the entertainment. The comments
received have been very positive so thank you
everyone.
I have had a busy start to the Mayoral year, I have attended various events varying from the
Rothwell Town Charter Fair, which started at 5-30am. Walking around Rothwell stopping at
every pub to propose a toast for the Charter, followed by a full English breakfast, which was
well worth getting up early for. The RAF Alconbury Independence Day celebrations,
finishing with a huge firework display was very enjoyable. I have also attended the Armed
Forces Day celebrations at St. Neots and at Huntingdon the celebration of the Centenary of
RAF Wyton, where they received the Freedom of the Town. I have also attended the Award
Ceremony of the Moulton College, where several local students received their awards. Well
done to those, and I wish you well in the future.
I look forward to meeting many of you during my year as Mayor, and thank you for your
support.
Best Wishes, Pam

I would like to thank everybody that
supported my Mayor’s Fund Raising
events and donated raffle prizes. The
£1000 raised enabled me to give £200
cheques to the 1st Higham Ferrers
Scouts, 2nd Higham Ferrers Scouts,
Higham Ferrers Girls Brigade, Pavilion
Youth Club and Ferrers District
Guiding.
Many thanks.
Cllr Richard Gell.

Higham Ferrers Tourism is currently responsible for Higham
Ferrers Town Tours, a service that has been provided by
volunteers from the Higham Ferrers community for more
than 35 years.
The tours, which can be arranged for summer afternoons
and evenings, are available to individuals, small groups and
organisations and are aimed at letting more people know
about the history and delights of Higham Ferrers.
For further details about future Higham Ferrers Town Tours,
please contact Irene Hawkins on 01933 411191 or email at
irene.hawkins2@btinternet.com.

List of Elected Members
Cllr D Drage
52 Saffron Road,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8AE
davedrage@talktalk.net

Tel:
01933
410884

Cllr R J Gell *
25 Handcross Way,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8AE
rgell@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk

Tel:
01933
359237

Cllr R D Hamblin
46 Fitzwilliam Leys,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8LY

Tel:
01933
413268

Cllr H L Jackson
The Gatehouse
21 Linnetts Lane,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8DE
bertljackson@btinternet.com

Tel:
01933
314963

Cllr D C Lawson MBE **
3 Mallard Close,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8JQ
dlawson@northamptonshire.gov.uk

Tel:
01933
397760

Cllr Mrs S A Mantle
8 Windmill Banks
Higham Ferrers NN10 8JF
sheilamantle@hotmail.co.uk

Tel:
01933
356838

Cllr Mrs O J Mayes
2 Chichele Street
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8HT
omayes@btinternet.com

Tel:
07904
014750

Cllr Mrs V M Newbery
50 Saffron Road
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8ED
valnewbery@fsmail.net

Tel:
01933
311062

Cllr B.A. Prigmore,
3 Newman Street,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8JW
Bap1957@hotmail.co.uk

Tel:
01933
386225

Cllr A M T Reading
6 Teal Close
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8NE
anthony@reading-family.com

Tel:
01933
411361

Cllr Mrs Christina Reavey,
54 Saffron Road,
Higham Ferrers,
NN10 8ED

Tel:
01933
413173

Cllr Mrs A.M. Sauntson *
42 Saffron Road,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8ED
annasauntson@outlook.com

Tel:
01933
357212

Cllr J Smithers
c/o The Town Hall,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8BT
towncouncil@jasonsmithers.co.uk

Tel:
07779
137081

Cllr P. Tomas
Deputy Mayor 2016 /17
2 Mallard Close,
Higham Ferrers NN10 8JQ
peter.tomas@btconnect.com

Tel:
01933
359688

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting *
Mayor 2016/17
19 Blake Walk
Higham Ferrers NN10 8DB
pamwhiting@btinternet.com

Tel:
01933
356717

Cllr C.P.O’Rourke
5 Bates Close
Higham Ferrers
NN10 8HF
mrchris0206@btinternet.com

Tel:
01933
411472

* District Councillor - East Northamptonshire Council
** County Councillor - Northamptonshire County Council

