Did you know?

Useful Information
For further detailed information about the town
and its history please visit
www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Facebook and Twitter @HighamFerrersTC

Higham Ferrers
Heritage Trail

The Higham Chichele Society
a local history group in the town meet regularly for talks
and exhibitions covering the history of the town.
For further information please visit
www.highamchichelesociety.org.uk
if you wish to contact the society please email
higham.chichele@gmail.com

Town Hall – The last person to be imprisoned at the Town
Hall was a local man “Punch” Negus who spent a night in a
cell for being drunk and disorderly in the 1930’s.

The Higham Ferrers Tourism, Business and Community
Partnership are a local group of volunteers who devote their
time and energy to promoting Higham Ferrers through
tourism and regeneration activities, for further information
regarding events and activities in the town please visit
www.highamferrerstourism.org.uk

In 1882 the Great Fire took place, 25 houses
were burnt to the ground.

If you have an interest in archaeology and local history
and live in East Northamptonshire visit
Higham Ferrers Archaeological Research Society (HiFARS)
www.hifars.org.uk
“HiFARS - digging the past and bringing the heritage of
Higham Ferrers to the community.”
For further information regarding Hifars please email
contact@hifars.org.uk

John White produced over 8 million pairs of boots
for the Allied Forces during WW1; he also donated
a Spitfire named “Impregnable” in WW2.

For more information regarding the Grade 1 listed buildings,
St Mary’s Church, Chantry Chapel and the Bede House
please visit www.stmaryhighamferrers.org

In 2001 Higham celebrated the 750th charter anniversary
and welcomed HRH Princess Anne to Higham Ferrers.
Generations of Higham children have been told the Walnut
Tree has nuts on it all the year round. Some of the branches
were supported by iron bands secured by nuts and bolts.
WW2 Warship Week – Rushden, Higham Ferrers and the
surrounding area donated a £¼ million to buy a warship,
school children donated ship half pennies.

A walk through the rich history
of this English market town

This trail has been produced by Higham Ferrers Town Council,
please note all information was correct at the time of printing.
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1The Town Hall, War Memorial and Market Square. The Town Hall was built in 1808 and served

Higham Ferrers Heritage Trail

as the local ‘lock-up’ and court house until the 1930’s. Today it contains many antiquities including the
town regalia.

2 The Market Cross was built in 1280, a fine example of medieval craftsmanship erected by the

14 Castle Field Rabbit Warren was once situated in the Castle Field; the existing mound

Burgesses and others who used the market. A visible reminder of their faith, it was commonly used to
bind oaths and contracts that were made before it.

15 The Walnut Tree is reported to be approximately 500 years old and as far as back as Henry

his grandparents. He regarded himself as a Higham boy and many of his books and short
stories were set in the town including the Sleepless Moon, which was set in the café now
known as Coffee Barne. Notice the false windows painted above the shopfront.

VII’s reign it was known as the “Ancient Tree”. H.E. Bates’ grandfather George William Lucas
lived in one of the cottages close by.

The Almshouses

16 The Almshouses were built in 1885 by Mr George Newman to house six

➦

4 The Church House is one of the oldest buildings and thought to be one of the ancestral

to The Walnut Tree

homes of George Washington. Lawrence Washington, Mayor of Northampton 1532 probably
lived here before moving to Sulgrave Manor in 1549. His great-grandson George became the
first President of the United States of America.

5 The Churchyard Cross named the Wardeyn Cross dates from the early 14th century;

widows or spinsters of the parish.

The
Shrubbery

Chichele College

Kim

the carved top is a restoration of the original, completed by the architect Temple Moore in
1919 as a war memorial. There were four crosses in the town, in addition to the churchyard
cross there is the Market Cross in the commercial centre of the town, the Spital Cross was
where the Hospital was near Tollbar, and Stump Cross was at the North End.
The Wardeyn Cross shaft is original, but has been added to in later years.
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17 The Saffron Moat known locally as the Cup and Saucer was
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dug here in the early 15th century in order to provide fish for the college
fellows. It was thought that saffron was grown probably for medicinal
purposes for use in the College Dispensary.
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Saffron Moat
Fishpond

Saffron Road

Fishponds

The Library

into disrepair following the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry
VIII. It was taken over by the Ministry of Works and subsequently by
English Heritage. Higham Ferrers Tourism Group now manages the site
on behalf of English Heritage. A newly created Medieval Garden was
opened in 2012 and is continuing to evolve as a place for contemplation,
recreation and education for the local community.
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Chantry Chapel
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The Market Cross

9 The Elizabethan Manor House has had a succession of owners since it was
built in 1530 when Lawrence and Elizabeth Washington lived there. It was
also formerly used as the Rectory.
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Site of Later
Stone Castle

Chantry
Chappel

3

intended to link up at Raunds with the Kettering to Huntingdon line. At one time
some 20lbs of walnuts were sent every year from a tree at the station to the
St. Pancras Hotel in London.

6

The Old House

Higham Ferrers Library Mapestry – whilst in the library look out for the
Mapestry that was started in 2009, it is a brilliant recreation of Old Higham in
fabric and thread. The tapestry is a colourful display of many varying sewing and
craft techniques. At the time of writing the local group are working on a Henry
Chichele fabric timeline.
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St. Mary’s Church

24 The Griffin Inn is a mid 18th century inn built of coursed limestone, and is
a very busy meeting place for the community.

Griffin lnn

25 67 High Street is the traditional birthplace of Higham Ferrers’ most

Town Hall & Memorial

The Bede House
TO 67 HIGH ST.

25

23 Hind Stile – these buildings probably replaced stalls. The alley

behind was referred to as “Behind the Style” in 1276 which has become
shortened to Hind Stile.

24 The
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1936 by John White and became the headquarters of the company bearing his name.
John White Shoes became internationally famous.

in 1580 as a Market Merchant’s home. In its past, it has been a bakery,
and a private house, and is now a boutique Guest House. Higham
Ferrers was located at one of England’s major North-South, East-West
road junctions making its market very busy in medieval times.

Bede House

John White Close, a development of nine elderly people’s dwellings was
opened in 1951 by Mrs John White. The building was designed by Sir Albert
Richardson, a leading English Architect.

13 The John White Factory now occupied by the Rolton Group was purchased in

22 The Old House on the west side of the Market Square was built
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QUEENS HEAD
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including College House built in 1633 which has a large gabled porch.
During the 17th century the Green Dragon was an important coaching
inn on the London/Leicester run. The archway from the main road
led to stables at the rear of the inn and the blacksmiths forge was
conveniently located next door.

soon after the Conquest (1066) by William Peverel. The remains of
the mound lie at the North West corner of the churchyard; the bailey
overlain by the car park and John White Close. Later a stone castle
replaced this, today the only remaining part of the castle is part of the
dovecote which stands in the garden of the Green Dragon Hotel.
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10 In 1892/3 a new Railway Line was built to Higham Ferrers, the line was

20 College Street is lined with attractive old limestone houses

21 A simple Motte and Bailey (mound and enclosure) was built
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Cottage built in 1709 is said to be the same age as the cottage and still
regularly bears fruit.

19 Chichele College founded in 1422 by Archbishop Chichele, fell

Midland Road
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Church House

8 The Bede House (Bede meaning prayer) was founded by Henry Chichele as a

Formerly the Parish Rooms this building was constructed in 1904 and used as
a VAD (Voluntary Aided Detachment) Hospital during World War 1. In 1968 the
buildings were bought by the County Council to house the Public Library. Notice
the motto on the sundial – “I make no sound yet the hours I tell”
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The
Rabbit Warren

magnificent 13th century west doorway, with stone carvings depicting the life of Christ.
The unusual double-naved interior is rich with woodwork, dominated by a Rood Screen
by Sir Ninian Comper, splendid stained glass windows and fine brasses.
The Wardeyn Cross, in the churchyard, signified the religious centre of the town
and dates from the early 14th century.
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18 The Pear Tree - the pear tree growing up the side of Pear Tree

Gothic’ style, is very reminiscent of King’s College in Cambridge and is believed to
have been commissioned by Henry Chichele. The building served as a school until
1906 and then as a chapel. Note the wooden porch dated 1636, with 17th and 18th
century schoolboy carvings.

dwelling place for twelve poor men of the parish and one woman to act as housekeeper.
The Bedesmen were given one penny per day, free fuel and a clothing allowance. In
return they had to live by a timetable of prayer and manual work and abide by a strict
set of rules. Bedesmen lived here until the 18th century and the building is now used as
a community hall. The tradition of the Bedesmen continues in the town.
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6 The Chantry Chapel. This graceful 15th century building, in the ‘Perpendicular
7 St Mary’s Church has a superbly carved steeple soaring to 170ft. Don’t miss the

The house next door (number 52) was once one of the eleven public houses which
formerly stood in Higham Ferrers. The house was called the White Hart, beer was
brewed twice yearly in the brew house at the rear. A licence dating back to 1764 is
still preserved by the present owner.

The Old John White’s Shoe Factory

The Elizabethan Manor House

famous son, Henry Chichele. Henry’s family were successful farmers, with his
father being Mayor of Higham in 1373 and his brother holding the position
of Mayor of London from 1411-1421. Henry was taken under the wing of the
Bishop of Winchester and went on to become a priest and diplomat. He served as
Chancellor of Salisbury and Bishop of St. David’s, before becoming Archbishop
of Canterbury in 1414. Chichele held this position for 29 years until his death in
1443, he is buried in Canterbury Cathedral.
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3 H.E. Bates was born in Rushden but spent many of his early years in Higham Ferrers with

is believed to have once been the castle warren where rabbits were bred for food and skins. The
castle was demolished in 1523.

Town Sign

