Higham Times
News, Views and Town Events

Higham Times
Issue 24

PUBLIC VIEWING

11AM–4PM

From the Editor
Welcome to the July edition of Higham Times, once again there are many events taking place
around the town. Please support as many as you can. If you would like any events advertised for
free in the October 2019 edition, please email them to donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk or call in to
the Town Hall. Thank you for your continued support.
Maxine Newell
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of Higham Ferrers
Town Council.

Market Square

Annual Report of the Town Council for 2018/19
This year’s event was more successful than ever and was very
busy all day. More space was made in the Market Square to
accommodate the crowds and the stage was relocated. There were
activities at the Methodist Church and Higham Ferrers Tourism were
based in the Working Mens’ Club, whilst the Church ran activities at
the Bede House and the Church. There was a ‘Best Dressed’ shop
window competition which was won by Willow and Grey. The
Mayors choice was Mark Bird Flooring. There was also a
‘Christmas Bauble Trail’ competition. The highlight later in the
afternoon was the snow that came just before the light switch on at
5pm.
The Christmas lights had been upgraded in 2018 with 7 motifs on
the street lights as well as new lights in the trees in the Market
Square. In 2019 another 5 motifs are due to be added.
Plans are already underway for this years event and the date is set
for Saturday 23rd November 2019.

Remembrance Poppies
The Council were overwhelmed by the fantastic community
effort on this project. Thank you to Higham Piecemakers,
Rainbows, Guides, Cubs, Higham Ferrers Junior School,
Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infants School, Henry Chichele
Primary School, The
Shrubbery and many Individuals and
groups that made poppies. The display on the tree was the talk
of the area and many people came and took photos.

Library
The proposed closure of the library has taken a great deal of
Council time during the year, which has not been helped by
the County Council changing timeframes and the goalposts
throughout the year.
Currently we are waiting for decision on its future. The Town
Council decided it could not buy the building back in May due
to the costs involved of making it fit for purpose and
undertaking the maintenance that the County Council had failed to do over recent years.
A Community Group has been formed to staff the library and with them the Council has
been lobbying the County Council to persuade them to allow the service to remain in the
current building at a minimal charge for 3 years whilst a new Community Building is built
which could accommodate the service.

New Play Equipment
The Town Council in conjunction with Higham Ferrers Tourism
Partnership and East Northamptonshire Council have funded
3 new pieces of play equipment on Saffron Road Recreation
Ground – Cableway, rope swing and flymobile. The actual
equipment was chosen after consultation with the children at
Higham Ferrers Junior School. The Town Council has a
general policy towards improving facilities within the town for
youth.

Common Land at the end of Mallard Close
Works have been undertaken to improve and tidy the land at the end of Mallard Close.
The design for the play area has been agreed following consultation with the primary
schools. The contractor HAGS should be on site in the next few months. The play area
is being partially funded by s106 funds from David Wilson Homes.
The Town Council in association with Higham Ferrers Tourism have
received a Heritage Lottery Grant of £29900 toward the conservation
of the 5 charters and 1 byelaw held at the Town Hall. Once restored
these will be held at the Northampton Record Office. Full size prints
will be available in the town for a touring exhibition. The project also
incorporates an exciting educational programme being taken into the
local schools. To celebrate these charters and the towns heritage an
historical day was planned for 29th June focusing on the medieval
charters period.

Greenway
After almost a year of negotiation with the Ferrers School on the
legal agreement for the part of the site owned by the school, works
started at the end of February and the Greenway extension is due to
open shortly. This project is principally being funded by a £40,000
grant from the Community Facilities Fund at East Northamptonshire
Council and s106 monies, along with £15,000 from Town Council
funds.
The Heritage Family Fun Day held on Sunday 15th September
was organised by Rushden and Higham Ferrers Town
Councils and was part of the annual 10 day Nene Valley
Festival and National Heritage open weekends. It provided
an opportunity for new visitors to learn about the heritage and
history of nearby Higham Ferrers and Rushden. Over 35 local businesses from
Rushden and Higham Ferrers took part. Entertainment included performances from
Rushden Town Band, medieval fun and entertainment and heritage displays. 1,500
“Shop Local in Rushden and Higham Ferrers” booklets containing over 48 redeemable
discount vouchers were given out to visitors at the event.

Heritage Trail
The Heritage Trail leaflet was updated in 2018 by the
Town Manager to include more points of interest and
bring it up to date. It was officially launched at the
Mayors Fun Day on 23rd July 2018. The trail leaflets are
available from the Town Hall and Rushden Lakes visitor
Centre.

Blue Plaques
The Higham Ferrers blue heritage plaques were officially
unveiled on 29th October 2018. The plaques include an
interesting fact about the building or its history. There are
now 15 on various buildings which link up with the Heritage
Trail. This is part of a larger project to promote the heritage
of Higham Ferrers and encourage more visitors to the town.
The plaques have been funded in part by a grant of £3,500
from East Northamptonshire Council Community Facilities
Fund and in part by the Town Council. The plaques have
been funded in part by a grant of £3,500 from East
Northamptonshire Council Community Facilities Fund and in
part by the Town Council.

Mayors Fun Day
The inaugural Mayors Fun Day was held on 22nd July
2018, which was another very hot day. The rounders
tournament saw Co-op as the winner. There were
plenty of stalls, activities and refreshments on offer and
the day was a great success with £1,065 being raised
for the Air Ambulance.

Planning
The Council has considered 66 planning applications over the last 12 months.
Sharba Homes, the developers for the site next to the Ferrers School submitted a
planning application in September which was objected to by the Town Council.
Amended plans have recently been considered and a decision on the site is expected
imminently. The Council has continued to be represented at the Rushden East Board.
The Board is working with the developer to masterplan the site for up to 2,500 homes
on the other side of the A6. As the masterplan has not been finalised consultation has
not yet taken place. This is expected shortly.

Community Building/Sports Pavilion
Higham Ferrers has grown by over 37% since 2001 and the facilities have not always
matched this growth. The Community Plan highlighted the need for a Community
Centre. The Council is embarking on an exciting project to construct a new community
building at Saffron Road Recreation Ground, which could:• Replace the Sports Pavilion as it is no longer fit for purpose.
• Provide additional community facilities for hire such as meeting and function rooms.
• Provide offices for the Town Council as the current premises do not meet the growing
needs of the community.
In May 2018 the Council did consider whether to purchase the current library building
on Midland Road. However, with the purchase price of £367,500 and the work that was
required to make it meet the growing needs of the community, a budget was needed in
the region of £750,000. The Council felt it would be more prudent to put these funds
towards a new building which would meet the needs of the community in decades to
come.

Finance
The total income for the
Council in 2017/18 was
£476,069 and the
expenditure £439,219.
The breakdown of where the
income came from and how
it was spent is shown in the
charts below year.

DID YOU KNOW HIGHAM HAS A TOWN
GREEN?
Yes, Higham Ferrers does have a Town Green
which is located on Stanwick Road just over the
footbridge on the far side of the A6. The land has
been underused in recent years as it was split
when the A6 was constructed and it is now 2
parcels of land. One of which is the ‘Dogs Off
Lead Area’ and the other piece is opposite with a
public footpath running through it.
The land is open for public use for sports and
recreation. The land has been a recreation
ground since 1839 when it was acquired by the
Higham Ferrers Recreation Ground Trustees and
it was the ground for Higham Ferrers Football
Club. The land was gifted to the Higham Ferrers
Borough Council as a recreation ground in 1910. It
was registered as a Town Green on 29th Jul 1969
under the Commons Registration Act 1965.

HIGHAM FERRERS
STANWICK ROAD TOWN GREEN
(Recreation Ground since 1839)

Registered 29th July 1969 under the Commons Registration Act
1965

OPEN FOR PUBLIC USE
FOR SPORTS AND RECREATION
Higham Ferrers Town Council
Tel:01933 312075
www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk

Charter Celebration Day...

The photos speak for themselves. What a truly splendid day of medieval majesty in the town.
Thank you to all those who came and joined the celebrations on what was a bright, sunny and
exceedingly warm Charter Celebration Day. There was much on offer with so many hi-lights.

The Farmers Market was bustling and the Mayor
accompanied by his Sergeant and two knights collected the
due fees from the stall holders. The Mayor’s Sergeant
demanding ‘Pay the Mayor his market due or I will beat you
black and blue’. One rebellious stall holder was forcibly and
swiftly swept off to the town hall jail when he could not pay
his due.
The medieval encampment on Castle Fields busted those medieval
myths as we were shown how to arm the knight, the proceedings
of a shire court and medieval fashion in all its rags and glory. The
encampment concluded with a battle between the King’s men and
the rebels. All of the brave combat knights performing so gallantly
for us on the day in their heavy chain mail in the blistering heat of
the sun.

HIGHAM FERRERS
Nursery and Infant School
A huge thank you to staff from Marks and
Spencer branches at Rushden Lakes and
Wellingborough who volunteered to help
us spruce up our Reception outdoor area
and the playground equipment They even
providing the funding to purchase all of
the resources needed as well! It was a
really successful and enjoyable day for all
involved and we hope to continue this
relationship in the future.
Our Site Supervisor was especially grateful
as it has saved him a big job!

HIGHAM FERRERS GIRLS’ BRIGADE
Alpaca Farm!
On a rather cold, wet evening in May we had a
brilliant time at the local Alpaca farm. The
weather certainly didn’t dampen our spirits, as
we learnt more about the Alpaca.
We made friends with the new babies; walked
and petted these beautiful animals, and all their
friends that live on the farm.

Litter pick around Higham.

We enjoyed ourselves so much that we are
going back again this term.

One of the badges that the older members of
the group have been involved in was ‘My
Environment’. It was suggested that the girls
take part in a litter pick to bring to our
attention how we can all play our part in
keeping Higham Ferrers tidy. So, we decided
to all take part.
The Girls’ Brigade were helped by members of
the Town Council including our new Mayor Cllr
Chris O’rourke. We covered Queensway and
the new ‘Greenway’ along to the Library,
Market Square and the High Street back to
Hope Methodist Church.

Father’s Day Cards.
For all of you who regularly read about our activities, you
will know that we are all budding crafters, and Father’s
Day was no exception.
We had a busy evening making cards for our dads!

It doesn’t matter what the weather is like, when you are having great fun skating at the local
rink. The heavens absolutely rained down on us the other Thursday night, but not a problem
for the Girls’ Brigade. We thank Northants Inline rink at Sanders Lodge, Rushden for letting us
have a really fantastic fun evening, we would definitely recommend it!!
We have lots more planned for this coming term including; our Annual Family Picnic to
Irchester Country Park, another trip to the Alpaca Farm and the end of term party which is
always a lot of fun!
If you are interested in your daughter joining the Girls’ Brigade in Higham,
Please contact us on either ; 01933 313417 or highamgb@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTRE CONSULTATION FEEDBACK

Thank you for all those who completed the community
centre consultation back in April. 82.74% felt there was
a need for a new community centre.

Below is a summary of the responses:Do you agree there is a need for
a Community Centre?

Is Saffron Road Recreation Ground the right
location?

16%
24%

5%
8%

63%

82%

Other locations suggested included:- Outside Henry Chichele School, Methodist Church site,
Old Chamberlain Plastic Site, Castle Fields, in the new developments, Little Castle Fields,
Market Square and current Library Building.
What Facilities would you like to see in the Building?

Percentages

100
80
60
40
20
0
Sports
Changing
Rms

Meeting
Rooms

Function Library Area
Rooms
Responses

Kitchen

Bar

Other Facilities requested:Badminton Court, Squash
Court, Children’s’ play
room, prayer room,
heritage area, table tennis
tables, stage, toddler area,
café area, youth group

Do you suppport the Town Council
borrowing funds to facilitate the delivery
of the project?

Percentage Responses

Would you use the new building?
70
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50
40
30
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0

64.4
40.4

35.9

0%

40.4

12%
26%
62%
Personal use
ie Parties

Sport

As part of a
community
Group

Other

Responses

Yes

No

No Opinion

Other Comments:Benefit the community
and bring people together
Great for the children.
Not enough
parking
Fabulous place opportunity to
introduce a new non-religious
place for new parents to meet
people
Welcome addition to
the town. Long
overdue.
Keep the Library open instead
of new offices for yourselves

Long overdue
Design of building important.
Our community need a nice
community centre for events and
functions

Worried about the loss
of open space
Do not spend money on a facility that majority
of residents will not use

The Ron Manning
day & Activity Centre

HOLISFIT

Wellbeing and Feel Good
Rehabilitation Support

Specifically developed to support cancer patients & people recovering from cancer with Well-being in mind.
Therapies can help with relaxation, tiredness, self-esteem and sleep patterns
Gentle exercise session – followed by a relaxing massage treatment with a light lunch included

Friday

9th

11am

August & Friday 23rd August
Free of Charge
Contact SERVE for more information
01933 315555 | www.serve.org.uk | gemma@serve.org.uk
76 Upper Kings Avenue, Higham Ferrers, NN10 8JZ

Looking for a

party venue?
Here at Higham Ferrers Junior School we have an indoor
hall and community room, as well as a fabulous outdoor
all-weather pitch available to hire over the weekends - just
right for a birthday party, celebration or other get together
you may be having!
For more information, or to discuss your requirements call
the school office on 01933 312748 and ask to speak to
Mrs Renew.

St Mary’s Church

Coffee and Concert
Each Farmers Market is followed by coffee and music in
the Bede House, with a short concert (instrumental or
choral) in the church at 11.30. Entrance is free. Why not
rest your feet, slake your thirst, and listen to something
lovely!
Higham Feast
On Sunday, August 18th at 10.30 am we shall be celebrating the Feast of Title
in Higham Church. Join us for this joyful occasion
Harvest Festival—early warning
This will take place on Sunday, October 6th at 10.30 in church, with a Harvest
Lunch to follow in the Bede House. Please join us for both or either of these
occasions.
Every Thursday morning from 11.00 we meet in the Bede House for Coffee
and Chat. Bring a friend or meet your friends there.
St Mary`s Church Choir
Music at St Mary`s has had long standing tradition, and
the Church choir has been foremost in upholding this.
Over the past few year the choir has lost some old
stalwarts, so we are looking to recruit new members in
all voice departments, soprano, alto tenor, and bass. Not only are we looking
for adults, but we have a small junior choir which we would like to expand.
Choir practice is on a Friday evenings, beginning with the juniors at 6.45pm,
Adults at 7.30pm to 9pm. Juniors stay on with the adults until 8pm.
We sing at the Sunday Mass at 10.30 am, with a practice at 10 am, and at
Evensong, usually on the 2nd Sunday in each month
For more information contact me – 07788491703 or keithandjo@ntlworld.com
Keith Green – Acting Director of Music at St. Mary`s Higham Ferrers
Down Memory Lane
“St. Mary’s”, the final part of Richard Oberman’s “Growing
Up” verse autobiography, is now available price £3-00. This
deals with the life of Higham and the church in the 40’s, 50’s and
early 60’s in the times of Vicars Hoar and Ford. A few copies of
hisecond volume, “Wellingborough Grammar School” are still
available at the same price. To order a copy ring 412879. All proceeds to
church funds.

World War One Memorial Restored and
Garden Dedicated and Blessed
Over one hundred people attended a very special Dedication and Blessing by the Very
Reverend Christopher Dalliston, the Dean of Peterborough, and the Reverend Michelle
Dalliston, of the World War One Memorial Garden on Saturday 15 June.
The creation of the garden and restoration of the World War One Memorial plaque
carved exactly 100 years ago has been a special project of the Friends of St. Mary’s,
Higham Ferrers who have organised fundraising activities and secured funding from the
East Northants Community Facility and Empowerment Funds. Financial donations have
been forthcoming from the Swivel Club, the Bell Ringers and the Parish Church Council
of St. Mary the Virgin. Other individuals, with no wish to be named, have organised
fundraising events and given donations to include the provision of a bench to
commemorate those who gave their lives.
The eighty silver granite setts in the Durham
Cross represent the eighty names on the
Memorial and the garden is dedicated to all
from Higham Ferrers who gave service 1914–
1918.
The ceremony, including the reading of the Roll
of Honour of one hundred names was very
poignant, and brought home to the modern
audience the scale of the sacrifices made. This
was followed by the planting of a Peace rose by
veterans Joe Granfield and Roger Freeman,
and rosemary for remembrance by local World
War One historian and author, Geoff Moore.
Also, in attendance were the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, Morcea
Walker, representatives of the Royal British Legion and the Mayor of Higham Ferrers,
Chris O’Rourke.
The Last Post and Reveille following two minutes silence were played by William Mantle of
the Ferrers School.
The Friends of St. Mary’s wish to thank all those who have helped and pledged their
support for this special garden and hope that this will be a place where visitors may find
peace and space for reflection and healing; a place of remembrance and of hope.

News from Julie Thorneycroft, Rushden & Higham Ferrers Town Manager
Welcome to the following businesses that have recently opened new premises in Higham Ferrers.
The Daisy Chain selling unique products and handmade gifts opened on Saturday 29th June at number 44
High Street and Sasha Louise Hair Salon, 4b Market Square celebrated its opening on Monday 1st July.
The Refinery Hair & Beauty have moved to new bigger premises at 30 High Street, Willow & Grey of
Higham have also welcomed additional local crafters to trade from their beautiful shop at 42 High Street.
J&P Fruit & Veg as well as having a shop on the High Street have now signed up to become a regular stall
at the monthly Higham Ferrers Farmers Market.
Heritage Family Fun Day – 15th September 10am til 4pm
Plans for the Heritage Family Fun Day on Sunday 15th
September at Rushden Lakes are taking shape, the
heritage day is one of the many events taking place as
part of the Nene Valley Festival (14th to 22nd
September) and the National Heritage Open
Weekends. The aim of the heritage day is to
strengthen partnership working between Rushden and
Higham Ferrers Town Councils and Rushden Lakes and
also to raise awareness of the local high street offer.
The family fun day is based around local heritage and brings
together a wide array of interesting information about the
local towns of Rushden and Higham Ferrers. Entertainment
lined up so far includes performances from local bands,
medieval fun, games and entertainment, face painting,
pottery making and many other activities. As part of the
event many local heritage groups and nearby high street
businesses are signing up for the opportunity to have a stall
for the day to promote themselves. Members from Rushden
Town Council and Higham Ferrers Town Council will be handing out goody bags to encourage visitors to
explore further afield; the promotional bags will include the latest “Shop Local” booklet of shopping
vouchers which can be spent in Rushden and Higham Ferrers throughout the autumn.
If you are a business or community group in Rushden or Higham Ferrers and would like to get involved in
the heritage family fun day please contact Julie Thorneycroft, Town Manager Rushden and Higham
Ferrers by email Julie@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk or by telephone: 07398 986951.
Higham Ferrers Town Guide
I am working with Higham Ferrers Town Council to refresh the Town Guide booklet, if you are a
community group in the town and would like your groups contact details including in the guide please
send a brief description of your group and the contact details to info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Kind regards
Julie Thorneycroft
Julie@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
Tel number: 07398 986951

The Higham Chichele Society- 2019 Exhibition
The Higham Chichele Society’s 2019 Exhibition in Chichele College will this year be held over two weekends,
Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th September and Saturday 5th October and Sunday 6th October. The exhibition will
be open between 10am to 4pm on Saturday and 11an to 4pm on Sunday.
The displays will include;
• The Time Line
• Henry Chichele, Archbishop of Canterbury
• Education in Higham Ferrers
There will also be a display by the World War One group and a collection of local advertisements, plus many
more interesting displays.
Please come along and support your local history society.
Admission is free.
If you would like to join our group, we meet at 9.30 am in the Bede House on the last Friday of the month, we
have many interesting speakers, admission is £3, which includes refreshments. July 26th, John Holdam-Eyles will
be speaking about the Past, Present and Future of Rushden Historical Transport Society. There is no meeting in
August, and on September 27th Gloria White will be speaking about The Histories of the Romanies. For more
information the web site is www.highamchichelesociety.org.uk

The Mayor of Higham Ferrers, Cllr Chris O’Rourke had a wonderful
time at the recent Charter Celebration Day. He started the day with a
Civic Breakfast in the Town Hall at 8am to greet visiting officials and
organisers of the Celebration Day events. The May Queen joined him
for the official opening of the Farmers Market at 9am in the Market
Square. There was then a procession to the Bede House to see the
Charter display and then on to Castle Fields for the opening of the
Arena and Medieval Encampment. At 12.15pm we were back at the
Farmers’ market for bailiff duties, collecting the traders fees. The
Mayor had a stall on Castle Fields and a photo booth with the stocks
at the Bede House to raise funds for his chosen charities and was
pleased with a total of £240 on the day.

If you have any photos of the Mayor at an official
event then please forward them to info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk The best photo
selected by the Mayor will win a prize.
Please see details of the next two fundraisers...

Elected Council Members
Cllr N Brown
Nigelbrown388@yahoo.co.uk
01933 384875

Cllr V K Paul
125 Northampton Road
Rushden NN10 6AR

Cllr J Smithers **
towncouncil@jasonsmithers.co.uk
07779 137081

Cllr Mrs A Gardner
Redley.ang@gmail.com

Cllr B A Prigmore
Bap1957@hotmail.co.uk
01933 386225

Cllr M B Spencer
21 Oaks Drive
Higham Ferrers NN10 8EX

Cllr R D Hamblin
01933 413268

Cllr A M T Reading
Anthony@reading-family.com
10933 411361

Cllr P Tomas
peter.tomas@btconnect.com
01933 359688

Cllr H L Jackson
bertljackson@btinternet.com
01933 314963

Cllr Mrs C Reavey
Deputy Mayor 2019/20
01933 413173

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting*
pamwhiting@btinternet.com
01933 356717

Cllr D C Lawson MBE
dereklawson34@gmail.com
01933 397760

Cllr Mrs S A Mantle
sheilamantle@hotmail.co.uk
01933 356838

Cllr C P O’Rourke
Mayor 2019/20
mayorhftc@gmail.com
01933 411472

* District Councillor –
East Northamptonshire Council

Cllr Mrs A M Sauntson *
annasauntson@outlook.com
01933 357212

@HighamFerrersTC
Follow us on Social media for all the latest
news.

Facebook/
HighamFerrersTownCouncil

** County Councillor –
Northamptonshire County Council

Higham Ferrers Town Hall
Market Square
Higham Ferrers
Northants
NN10 8BT
Telephone 01933 312075
Email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Opening hours

Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 2:00

www.instagram.com/highamferrerstowncouncil
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