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Happy New Year and welcome to the
34th edition of the Higham Times.
This newsletter has articles and information
from the Town Council as well as community
groups and local schools.
Since the last newsletter in November it was
wonderful to see our beautiful market town transformed into a festive delight with the
return of yarnbombing creations, lights and a Christmas tree in the Market Square.
The Christmas Sparkle returned and it was a joy to see the community come together and
enjoy the activities throughout the town. There are some photos of the event in this
newsletter and there was also a wonderful video captured on the day which is available to
view on the Town Council Facebook page.
It would seem that we have some amazing local photography talent and we are thrilled to
have been sent some beautiful images of Higham Ferrers to share with you. I have run out
of space in this issue but you can look forward to seeing more photographs in future
editions.
For the most current information about what is happening in the town, we encourage you
to check the Town Council website (www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk) and social media pages
for regular updates. There is also a new Town App now with lots of useful local information.
If you have an article about local news or events which you would like to be included in the
next edition of the Higham Times in May then please forward the information to
donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk no later than 4th April 2022.
Thank you for your continued support.

Donna Anderson , Editor

Any views or
opinions expressed
in this newsletter
do not necessarily
represent those of
Higham Ferrers
Town Council.
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ARE YOU A HIGHAM FERRERS BUSINESS?
Why not attend our Business Forum. This is for all
businesses whether you are based at home or from
business premises.
At our last meeting, we had speakers from Highways
England, Rushden Lakes and North Northants Economic
Development Team.
The forum is very informal and attendees feel it is worthwhile. Feedback from 2 businesses
below:The Higham Ferrers Business Forum is a great way to network and meet other people in the
local area. Owning and running a business is often a stressful lonely pursuit, so its great to
speak with others and learn and also catch up with the latest news from the Council. We
look forward to attending more meetings in the future.
I enjoyed the Business Forum thoroughly, it was a friendly and welcoming environment that
provided me with the contacts that I need to start my own business. I am looking forward
to future events to get to network with other businesses to help the town grow.
If you are interested please contact the Town Clerk on 01933 312075 or email
clerk@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk to find out more and get on distribution list.
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Market festivities
and welcome to 2022

Higham Ferrers Farmers Market continued to thrive throughout
2021 with many of our long standing traders and several new
businesses joining us too.
It has been great to see our community shop local and support
these amazing small businesses particularly in such challenging times.
Our Christmas market on Saturday 18th December was a lovely festive occasion with lots
of people attending to collect delicious treats and gifts for the Christmas celebrations. A
perfect place to purchase great quality meat, poultry, fish, fruit & veg, honey & preserves,
sweet treats, pies, plants and much more.
It was wonderful to see the amazing display of cakes and gingerbread creations being collected from Cupalicious’ stall and so many people enjoying a traditional hog roast from
New Lodge Farm.
Unfortunately, Rushden Town Band had to cancel their attendance at short notice but we
were very grateful to Eventex for stepping in to assist with the set up of a sound system on
the morning so that we could still have some festive music to add to the atmosphere.
We look forward to welcoming everyone to our
monthly markets in 2022.
Please see the back cover of
this newsletter for further
information and dates.
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CHILDREN’S DESIGNS SITTING PRETTY
Children's designs are sitting pretty as unique gifts
for the town were unveiled by the Mayor, Cllr Tina
Reavey, on Monday 22nd November. Three large chairs carved
with the artwork of local schoolchildren have been donated
to the Town Council’s Nightingale Way Play Area thanks to
the National Highways Chowns Mill Roundabout Improvement Scheme.
A small number of trees had to be felled as part of the £24 million scheme at the A45/A6
Chowns Mill roundabout. To ensure the trees were not lost to the community, three sections
of trunk from an oak tree have been turned into three ornate chairs. One has a giant acorn
seat, the second a conker base and the third a hazelnut.
Children from Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infant School, Higham Ferrers Junior School and
Henry Chichele Primary School were invited to come up
with some nature-themed designs to decorate the large
leaves which make up the backs of the chairs. Some 100
entries were received with the Mayor and woodcarver
Carrie Yuen having the difficult job of choosing the 30
winning designs to be carved into the chairs. The chairs
were officially unveiled by the Mayor with some of the
children on hand to see their works first-hand.
Mayor Councillor Reavey said: "I couldn't be more thrilled and honoured to have unveiled
the carved chairs. They have been skillfully crafted by Carrie, who has taken the children's
designs and worked them so beautifully into the backs of the chairs. It wasn't easy for us to
select the winning designs with so many creative entries to choose from. All the children
who took part in the competition are to be congratulated. I'm grateful to those who have
worked so hard on the project team to bring the timber from the felled oak back to a site
close to its original home. These magnificent giant chairs are going to be enjoyed by many
future generations." Each of the schools was also given a piece of carved art to display as a
thank you for taking part in the competition. These included an owl, a squirrel and a table
and chairs.
National Highways Construction Assurance Manager,
Dermot Doherty, said: "The children have clearly
worked really hard on their designs and the end
result is incredible. The chairs look fantastic and can
now be enjoyed by local people for many years to
come. We only remove trees when absolutely
necessary and try to redress the balance by including
extensive tree planting in our plans. Around 2,000
trees are being planted in and around the Chowns
Mill roundabout as part of the improvements. But we do appreciate that the trees are
important to people so we are delighted to ensure they have a legacy in the community."

Are you an amateur photographer with some great pictures of
Higham Ferrers? We are looking for pictures which can be used in
the Higham Times newsletter, so if you have some great shots of
somewhere in Higham Ferrers we would love to see them!
Email donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk with your pictures and if
we use them we will credit you, so remember to include your
name and any info about where the picture was taken.
*Preferably no people in the image.
* Portrait images are needed for the cover
but we can also use a selection of
landscape in the publication if we have
space available.
• By sending in your picture you are giving

us permission to use it solely for the
Higham Times newsletter.

Thank you!
Higham Ferrers Town Council

Is your child turning 3 before August 2022? Would you like them to come
to our fantastic Nursery?
Applications for places at the Nursery are still open and we
can offer the government funded 15 and 30 hours places.

Please contact our school office on 01933 312904 or email
Office@hfi.education to get an application form and book a tour and visit our
school website for more information about the setting and our amazing
Nursery Team https://www.highamferrersinfants.org.uk/

Climate and
Ecological
Emergency
Declaration

Following on from Higham Ferrers Town Council
declaring a Climate and Ecological Emergency in
October 21, the Town Council has now formed a
Climate and Ecological Working Group to plan,
research, and recommend local action that can
support the North Northamptonshire Council
(NNC) target of making the area covered by the
unitary council carbon neutral by 2030.

The Working Group’s plan will reflect the following:

· Engaging with the community to develop a local plan based on climate risk.
· Proposing a schedule for the renewal of infrastructure based on enhancing and
increasing the options for travel in Higham Ferrers.
· Proposing a schedule to enhance the green
environment of Higham Ferrers and to make it
accessible to all.
· Seeking funding from a range of partners,
including North Northamptonshire Council and the
Government, to fulfil the Town Council’s climate
and ecological ambitions.
· Requesting that high standards on energy efficiency be applied to planning
applications made for future developments within the boundaries of Higham Ferrers
The Working Group is in the process of developing a variety of exciting ideas to fulfil its
remit. However, the involvement of the Higham Ferrers community is urgently needed.
So, if you are interested in green issues and improving the climate, please contact us.
Contact us by email: info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
or call: 01933 312075

There is now an electronic version of
The Footpaths - Rights Of Way map.
This can be found on the Town Council website

www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk/footpaths-rights-of-way

Saturday 20th November saw the return of Higham
Ferrers popular Christmas Sparkle event. The Market
Square was buzzing with, fair rides, live entertainment,
food, drinks, craft and charity stalls. The event spread
throughout the town with Santa’s grotto in the Duchy
Barn Garden which was organised by Higham Tourism,
stalls and refreshments in the Bede House and Chantry
Chapel, wreath displays in St Mary’s Church, Craft fair, refreshments and activities in
the Hope Methodist Church, an independently run craft
fair in the Working Mens Club and many local businesses
joining in the fun.
The Mayor Cllr Tina Reavey was thrilled to take part in the
event and enjoyed trying out some of the fair rides,
meeting lots of local residents, chatting to Beat Route
Radio and then leading the count down to the light switch
on in the evening.

After last years event
had to be cancelled, it
felt really special to see
families out enjoying
the festivities together
again.
Henry Chichele Primary School

There was a large stage located next to the
Town Hall and there were several festive
performances throughout the day.
Children from Higham Ferrers Nursery and
Infant School and Henry Chichele Primary
School gave fabulous singing performances at
the start of the event.

There were also wonderful performances on
stage from the NN10 Choir, Higham Ferrers
Rock Choir, Raunds Ukulele Orchestra with
Different Directions Choir and Fynnius Fogg
prior to the light switch
on at 5pm.

Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infant School

Brought to you by:

St Mary’s Church

Henry Chichele Society will resume monthly speaker meetings on
Friday 25th March 2022. Mr Will Osborne’s talk ‘My favourite
things’.
Meetings are held in the Bede House commencing at 9.30am.
The charge of £3 includes refreshments.
Please come along, new members are very welcome.

HIGHAM FERRERS OVER 60's Welcome new members
We meet every Friday between 1-45 and 4 at
Higham Ferrers Working Men's Club
Westfield Terrace

Bingo tea and cake and
occasional music afternoons.
Phone Liz Rush 01933 741286
for more information
or just call in any Friday for a
chat.

Higham Ferrers Footpath Group celebrated their 40th Anniversary
on 7th November 2021. That’s 40 years of walking our local rights of way
in a friendly group.
The afternoon was celebrated with afternoon tea, display
boards of photos and memorabilia, DVDs showing from
years gone by, a quiz and a raffle. Members old and new
came together to enjoy the company of like minded people.
The Group was originally formed in November 1981
with the aim of improving the footpaths around Higham
Ferrers. There was a committee of 4, headed up by
Richard Gell, and a work party of 9 clearing paths and
erecting stiles.
The first walks were in 1983 and information leaflets
were produced by Gloria Wright to raise funds for the
group. In 1984 a full walks programme was produced by Phil Morris and in 1986 subs were
introduced of 50p per member.
Over the next 20 years there were more walks and much campaigning for access of the
paths. These included Black Bridge on the Nene Way at Chester House, Whitworths Warehouse path and a long fought campaign led by Will Lovell for access over Chelveston Airfield.
The Group has continued to thrive and was supported by current members who continued
to pay their subs throughout the pandemic. When they were only allowed to walk in groups
of six they had at least 3 leaders for each walk and many stepped up to recce an extra walk
on a weekday then lead it on the Sunday. The group was at least a way for members to
exercise and mix with others safely.
They still work to keep the paths in good order, both by reporting (and chasing up) through
the Fix My Street website and reporting to Higham Town Council via the Parish Path Warden
scheme. The council have always taken an interest in keeping the paths for us all to enjoy
and more now than ever we recognise the benefits of walks out in the fresh air in our
beautiful countryside with good company.
Higham Ferrers Footpath Group continue to
walk 2-3 times a month, usually between5
and 12 miles on a Sunday and evening walks
when the weather and lighter nights allow.

If you would like to find out more check
out our Facebook page, look for the
adverts in the local paper or ring Cindy
on 07552 993777.

FOREST SCHOOL
at riverside park
The children of Blossoms Day
Nursery have been exploring
the Wharf Road forest area for
over a year now and in that
time over 30 children have experienced outdoor learning. We are very
grateful to the council for giving us permission to use this area as it
provides so many opportunities for children that may not have gardens or
do not experience the outdoors as much. In a time where technology is
growing so fast children do not always learn the skills that generations
before us have. The area provides the children with the opportunity to
experience the elements of outdoors, each season the area offers
something different from, pond dipping, bird watching, mini beast
hunting, mud slides, listening to the sounds in the forest and learning
about nature. Through these
activities children have been able to
have the freedom to explore, take
risks and find a new found
confidence in their abilities.
These life skills will support them
to become strong, independent
learners and fall in love with the
outdoors.

Riverside Park Improvement Works
Our parks and open spaces have been a lifeline for many during covid, a chance to get
out of our houses, take some exercise and appreciate the local landscape and wildlife
on our doorsteps. The Council has been looking at ways to make some areas more
accessible and to maximise the green assets we have. The focus of their attention has
been Riverside Park. In the coming months work will begin on the ‘island’ area, that
being the land with footpath between the metal bridge at the end of Wharf Road and
the pedestrian bridge over the A45. Many of the thick brambles are to be cleared to
make way for grassland opportunities and species to establish in the area and to
open-up the views from the footpath as you walk through. Longer term the merits of a
dedicated picnic area are being considered.
For further information regarding the forthcoming works or any aspect of the Council’s
business please email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk or phone 01933 312075.

serve
The Ron Manning Day and Activity Centre
10am-2:30pm
Monday to Thursday

The day centre provides a friendly atmosphere, offering people the
chance to socialise and participate independently, in activities with
support from our trained and qualified staff and volunteers.
Days will be filled with crafts and activities including, games, memory
box making, bingo, gentle exercise, arts, singing, old time movies,
nutritional advice and advice on staying safe at home.
A two-course, home-cooked hot meal and refreshments are provided.
We are able to accept referrals from GPs, NHS services, relatives,
other organisations or self-referrals.
A free needs assessment will be completed and attendance is based
on those with low care level requirements.
£27 per day
Transport available at an additional cost of £5 per day
For more information or to book an assessment please contact

01933 315 555 | info@serve.org.uk
76 Upper Kings Avenue Higham Ferrers NN10 8JZ

Alpha Pre-School have added a new session (Thursday afternoon) to their opening
hours. They are now open every weekday morning and Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday afternoons during term time. Lunchtime sessions are also
available.
The pre-school has been serving the community in Higham Ferrers for over 50 years and
generations of local families have enjoyed their time there
Alpha Pre-school has a ‘GOOD’ OFSTED rating. They accept children that are eligible for
Government funded childcare at age 2, 3 and 4 years old. They also welcome children that
are eligible to receive 30 hours of funded childcare.
If you are interested, please contact Janet on 07966 512389 for a chat.

Former Councillor and Mayor,
Mick Beesley

It was with great sadness that the Town
Council and staff received the news of the
death of former Councillor and Mayor of the
town, Mick Beesley. Mick was a dedicated
Councillor for 12 years until May 2015 and
served as Mayor in 2007/08, carrying out
his duties with pride and great respect for
others.
Mick was elected as a Bedesman to the town
in 2008 and later received the honour of
being appointed as the Prior to the Bedesmen. Passionate about keeping the towns
ancient civic traditions he took joy in wearing the ceremonial Bedesman
cloak with red star for civic occasions and for their feast day in December,
that of St. Thomas, when he would join with fellow Bedesmen and the
Bedeswoman for a service in St. Mary's Church before adjourning for a
cooked meal in the Bede House to sit by the roaring log fire and reminisce
of former times. He served as Prior to the Bedesmen until 2019 when,
unfortunately, he stepped down due to ill health.
Born in Higham Ferrers, one of six children, Mick gained employment as a
butcher, working initially for the Co-op butchers located at the time on
College Street. He was a well known and well liked member of the
community and always enjoyed sport. In his younger days he was a keen
member, and player, of the football and cricket clubs and is remembered as
a formidable fast bowler.

Until ill health prevented him doing so, you would always see Mick and his
wife, Maureen, walking through the Farmers Market, stopping and talking
to so many people; there were not many people that Mick did not know. He
was a true gentleman who was greatly admired and who will be sorely
missed. Our thoughts at this time go to Maureen and his family.
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