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Welcome to the 33rd edition of the Higham Times.
This newsletter has articles and information from the
Town Council as well as community groups and local
schools.
Since our last newsletter in August, it has been great to
see people out enjoying the open spaces and sports
and community activities returning.

Our monthly farmers market is now back at full
capacity with our fabulous regular traders and some
great new additions. Read on for more information
about some of our new traders and market dates for
2022.
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We are thrilled to be
welcoming back our town’s wonderful Christmas Sparkle event
this year. We also look forward to seeing our town transformed
into a festive place for all to enjoy.

For the most current information about what is happening in
the town, we encourage you to check the Town Council website
(www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk) and social media pages for
regular updates. There is also a new Town App now with lots of
useful local information.
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If you have an article about local news or events which you
would like to be included in the next edition of the Higham Times in February then please
forward the information to donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk no later than 5th January.
Thank you for your continued support.
Donna Anderson
Editor
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter
do not necessarily represent those of Higham
Ferrers Town Council.
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Service of
Remembrance
to be held at
The War Memorial
Market Square
Higham Ferrers

Sunday 14th November
10.50am

Meet the new traders...
Nutcellars - The Emmott family
Along with his parents, their grandfather, David Emmott, moved from England
to Malawi in 1953. Granny Sue joined six years later and they were married that
year. Together the two generations built up a smallholder potato production in
Neno, before moving to the Thyolo district to join a tea estate in 1959.After
leaving Neno, the family continued to support farmers in the district, with David
planting the first macadamia trees in Neno in 1992.
Since the early 1990s, the family have been instrumental in getting smallholder macadamia production
started in Neno district and there are now multiple co-ops under the HIMACUL co-operative union. And in
2004, David set up the Neno Macadamia Trust (NMT). The fourth-generation Emmott family set up
Nutcellars to continue the legacy started by their great grandparents.

Cheese on Towcest - Cheesemonger delivering a carefully selected
monthly dose of artisan cheeses. Cheese boards complete with tasting
notes & suggested pairings, perfect for picnics, garden get-togethers or
just because.

The Village Grocer - A Thrapston based company who
now attend numerous markets selling their delicious
homemade Artisan breads and sausage rolls.

Grand Union Bakes - Selling a delicious range of brownies and
traybakes. Gooey, chocolatey, filled and topped brownies with
different varieties available each month.

Dogs Delights - A lovely addition to the market with treats
for your canine companions. A fabulous range of high
quality , grain free dog foods and hand-made nutritious
treats using only the finest local ingredients. Special recipes from Canine Nutritionist Carole Sandhu for puppies,
Adults and Seniors.

HIGH TEA AT HIGHAM
UNABLE to meet up during the height of the Covid
pandemic, 22 senior citizens finally got together for
a tea party with a difference in Higham Ferrers last
month.
And not only were they treated to a slap-up high
tea at the Bede House, next to St Mary’s Church,
but they all finally got to see the new World War I
Memorial Garden next to the church, which they
would have seen last year but for Covid restrictions. Heavy rain also prevented them seeing it the previous year.
The memorial garden has become a space to contemplate and reflect and is well used,
guests were told during their tour. And as they strolled around the grounds, they also
learned about the rewilding projects going on in the churchyard.

The Friends of St Mary’s hosted the tea party for SERVE users. SERVE is the agency which
supports the elderly and vulnerable living in their own homes and the tea party guests
belong to SERVE’s Befriender Group and Wellbeing Project.
The Friends of St Mary’s chair, Barry Matson, told them that the tea party was made
possible as a result of a grant from Nenescape’s 10 day-long Nene Valley Festival which
culminated in a Heritage Family Fun Day at Rushden Lakes.
The high tea guests later checked out an exhibition about the Higham Ferrers Bedesmen
which also went on display at the Festival at Rushden Lakes.

The Bede House was founded in 1422 by Henry Chichele, the Archbishop of Canterbury, for
a dozen local poor men aged 50 years and older with one Bedeswoman to look after them.
“It was like a retirement home. It’s a wonderful building and
next year it will be the 600th anniversary,” Barry explained,
adding that each of the 12 men got a penny a day, which is
worth more than today’s pension.
Bedesmen are still appointed and attend civic functions and
one of them, Christopher O’Rourke, a member of the Higham
Ferrers Tourism committee, attended the special tea party in
his Bedesman cloak.
“It was a really lovely afternoon,” said guest Marian Crouch
as a scone and clotted cream and other delights were
delivered to her table.
“It was tea at The Ritz with a piano,” beamed another.

St. Mary’s, Higham Ferrers
A Warm Welcome Awaits You………
As a result of the very successful St. Mary’s 600 Appeal, our church is to
have a new heating system, making sure that congregations and visitors will
be warm and comfortable at all events. In addition to the new heating, work
on the spire and stonework will be carried out over the next few months as a
result of a very generous legacy. Inside the church there are plans for a new
Food Servery and welcome desk, commemorating the life of Councillor
George Whiting, a former Mayor of Higham and Churchwarden, funded by
private donations. All of this will come to some £250,000, money donated, raised, and very well spent
for the preservation and use of this majestic Grade 1 listed building.
And now for something not very different…..
Higham boasts not just one, but THREE Grade 1 listed
buildings of international importance: the church itself,
the Chantry Chapel (sometimes called the Grammar
School) and the Bede House. Originally built and gifted to
the parish by our own Archbishop, Henry Chichele in 1422
- 600 years ago next year - it was intended for use to
house 12 old men. They would live there together,
praying and working on the gardens, perhaps in the
Chichele College (also founded in 1422). They would be
looked after by a Bedeswoman acting as housekeeper.
Today the Bede House reflects the mission of St. Mary’s to look out into the local community that
surrounds it, and provide space for toddlers and children, for youth groups and societies, for recreation
and Civic events, for coffee mornings and quizzes and entertainments, and all those life events that are
celebrated by communities and families throughout the town.

Work is needed to make sure the fabric of the building is in good condition, and that its facilities
from kitchens to furniture fully meet the needs of the present and future generations. And so the 600
Appeal committee is now turning its attention to raising funds from local and national grant-giving
bodies, and awareness in Higham of the gem that sits on its doorstep. So if you are planning a
christening or a wedding, a children’s party or a celebration or fund raiser, come and have a look. You
may be very surprised.

Sing we merrily….
Now that we are back from Covid, our church choir at
St. Mary’s is looking for singers. Whether you are young or old,
male or female, tenor or bass, contralto or soprano - or you just
don’t know - come along to one of our practices and see if you
enjoy it. We can supply the books and the music, the gowns and the tuition, so all we need is YOU. Come
and give it a try.

Are you an amateur photographer with some great pictures of
Higham Ferrers? We are looking for pictures which can be used in
the Higham Times newsletter, so if you have some great shots of
somewhere in Higham Ferrers we would love to see them!
Email donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk with your pictures and if
we use them we will credit you, so remember to include your
name and any info about where the picture was taken.
• Preferably no people in view.
• Portrait images are needed for the cover

but we can also use a selection of
landscape in the publication if we have
space.
• By sending in your picture you are giving

us permission to use it solely for
the Higham Times newsletter.

Thank you!

Our current Reception year is full and we are doing tours of the school if
your child will be starting school in September 2022. Please see our website
for dates and times of the tours and call our office team to book your place
on 01933 312904.
It has been a wonderful start to the new academic year with us enjoying
being all together again. We are very much looking forward to taking part in
some local events in the coming months and look forward
to seeing you there too.

Meet the new Councillors...
My family and I moved to the market town of Higham Ferrers in 2003. We were
attracted by the access to green spaces, the notable buildings, good schools, and the
availability of a range of shopping and leisure facilities. The good transport
connections, including the local train station in Wellingborough, were also a
consideration, as I worked nationally.
Most of my working life has been spent working within the construction industry to
recruit apprentices and adults and to develop training to improve the knowledge
and skills of construction workers. Currently, I manage a construction trade
association.

Gerald Kelly

As a Green Party member and Vice-Chairman of the town council’s Environment and Recreation
Committee, I am particularly interested in working with the council on green policies that will enhance the
lives of the community.

Higham Ferrers became my home in 2016 when I moved here with my now
wife, and we had our daughter during the first lockdown in 2020. I am a
34-year-old chartered accountant working in local government in Bedford
covering the economy and environment.
For the last 4 years I have been a governor at Henry Chichele Primary School
and recently became the Chair of Governors. I represent the Labour Party and,
Sean Prosser
as the youngest member of the Council, hope to bring a fresh perspective to
the town while keeping the traditions and events that make Higham Ferrers a great place to live.
I’m happy to be contacted about any issues or suggestions you have about the town, and I’m looking
forward to being more involved in our events, like the Farmers’ Market and Christmas Sparkle. My other
main interests are cricket, football (Sunderland, sadly) and film.

Gary Salmon

Paul McCann

Jennie Bone

The Higham Ferrers and Rushden Heritage Family Fun Day
took place at Rushden Lakes on Sunday 19th September.
Despite a wet start, the event again proved popular with
local business and groups taking up an opportunity to set
up a stand and promote their businesses and wares.
Some of our regular farmers market traders attending
with produce such as cakes, artisan bread and chilli sauce.
One local business commented “It really felt like old
times (before covid). People mooching and spending!
It was lovely to be a part of it. “

The fun filled day, which was part of the Nene Valley
Festival, was supported by Rushden Lakes and also
provided an opportunity for visitors and shoppers to
learn about the heritage of the two towns.

There was the opportunity to take an open topped bus tour around the two towns with
local tour guides, showcasing points of interest on route and entertainment was provided
by Rushden Town Band, Circus Wizz who put on circus workshops and Bubble Love.

serve
The Ron Manning Day and Activity Centre
10am-2:30pm
Monday to Thursday

The day centre provides a friendly atmosphere, offering people the
chance to socialise and participate independently, in activities with
support from our trained and qualified staff and volunteers.
Days will be filled with crafts and activities including, games, memory
box making, bingo, gentle exercise, arts, singing, old time movies,
nutritional advice and advice on staying safe at home.
A two-course, home-cooked hot meal and refreshments are provided.
We are able to accept referrals from GPs, NHS services, relatives,
other organisations or self-referrals.
A free needs assessment will be completed and attendance is based
on those with low care level requirements.
£27 per day
Transport available at an additional cost of £5 per day
For more information or to book an assessment please contact

01933 315 555 | info@serve.org.uk
76 Upper Kings Avenue Higham Ferrers NN10 8JZ

Alpha Pre-School have added a new session (Thursday afternoon) to their opening
hours. They are now open every weekday morning and Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday afternoons during term time. Lunchtime sessions are also
available.
The pre-school has been serving the community in Higham Ferrers for over 50 years and
generations of local families have enjoyed their time there
Alpha Pre-school has a ‘GOOD’ OFSTED rating. They accept children that are eligible for
Government funded childcare at age 2, 3 and 4 years old. They also welcome children that
are eligible to receive 30 hours of funded childcare.
If you are interested, please contact Janet on 07966 512389 for a chat.

Higham Chichele Society’s monthly speaker meetings returned to the
Bede House on September 24th following an 18 month absence due to
the covid pandemic.
On November 26th the society will be holding a ‘seasonal’ talk, with
quiz, by Gloria Wright, commencing at 9.30am. The charge will be £3
including refreshments. New members welcome. There will be no
meetings in December, January and February but will restart in March 2022. Speaker
details will be announced in due course.

HIGHAM FERRERS OVER 60's Welcome new members
We meet every Friday between 1-45 and 4 at
Higham Ferrers Working Men's Club
Westfield Terrace

Bingo tea and cake and
occasional music afternoons.
Phone Liz Rush 01933 741286
for more information
or just call in any Friday for a
chat.

New Faces at the Higham Ferrers Working Men's Club
Established over one hundred years ago, the Higham Ferrers Working Men's
Club (nicknamed "The Ark"), located on Westfields Terrace, has been a muchfavoured social hub for our community for as long as most people can
remember; seeing generation after generation passing through our doors.
The clubs impressive parquet wood dance floor situated in the
spacious function room has seen more moves than Garry Kasparov's
chess board and has played host to hundreds of special events over
many decades. These include; weddings, christenings, wakes,
birthday bashes, big bands and work Christmas parties.
The member’s bar is open 7 days a week and boasts ample seating, a
juke box, pool table and dart board. The locals enjoy plenty of
friendly banter and laughter, all washed down with some of the
finest and cheapest beers & spirits in area. There are often games of
Cribbage and Dominoes on the go, along with other activities such as
raffles and entertainment. Over the last couple of months, the
Higham Works has seen a number of new changes, which include the
appointment of a new president Mr Gus Crawford. Along with a new committee whose goal is to
revitalise the club with ongoing refurbishments and improvements to the premises, both inside and
out and further the club’s position as a social hub for the community. The new committee have
already organised an event for this years Remembrance Day celebrations on Sunday 14th
November, which include; musical entertainment performed by a local duo singing wartime hits
and other classic oldies along with a huge raffle which many local businesses have kindly donated
prizes towards and also a free buffet. This special day is open to members and non-members alike.
The celebrations start at around 12:00 p.m. just after the Remembrance Sunday Ceremony in the
Market Square. The New committee's aim to
bolster itself further within the community
includes; trying to rid itself of the negative
connotations surrounding the name "Working
Men's Club". They are keen to point out the
Club is not just for "men", it is a club for all the
whole family. The Higham works has also
welcomed in Mr. Glenn Teale as the new
Steward for the club. Glenn's boundless energy
and Infectious smile is only exceeded by his
singing prowess at the clubs monthly Karaoke
nights. His attention to detail, along with his
already apparent dedication to both the club
and its members has not gone unnoticed. The
committee have full confidence in his ability to
run the bars to an extremely high standard. The
Higham Works wishes to send out an open
invitation to everyone in the community to
become a club member. Membership fees are
only £11.00. for the first year and then £5.00
per year for renewals. New members are not
only welcomed, they are encouraged to come
and join the family

The work is on-going to complete the renovation on the old
chapel BUT it is hoped to re-open and invite you to come and
see in November so watch this space.
The first big event will be a variety of stalls, activities and
refreshments on Saturday 20th November joining in with the
Towns Christmas Sparkle Event so do come and see us.

On Saturday 18th December we are hoping to hold a Christmas Sing-a-long with afternoon
tea included. As the New Year approaches many activities and events are being planned as
the old building becomes a base for the community.
You are invited to;
Church Services 10.30am each Sunday (except Remembrance
Service 14th November 10.00am).
Christmas Eve Service 11.30pm
Christmas Day Service at 9.30am
We look forward and wish everyone a Joyous Christmas and A Very Happy 2022.

SATURDAY 22nd

QUIZ
NIGHT

JANUARY 2022, 7.30pm
Higham Ferrers Working Men’s Club
£8.50 PER HEAD

FISH 'N' CHIP SUPPER
(Maximum 6
per team)

Contact:- 07741 651170
TO BOOK YOUR TEAM

07730099101

