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Welcome to the 31st edition of Higham Times.
This newsletter has articles and information from the Town
Council as well as community groups and local schools.
Since our last newsletter in February, there have been a lot of
changes including shops and businesses re-opening, lockdown
restriction being eased, new unitary councils and elections.
We are sad to see some long serving councillors retire from the
Town Council and we welcome some new and returning
councillors.
For the most current information about what is happening in the town, we encourage you
to check the Town Council website (www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk) and social media pages
for regular updates.
If you have an article about local news or events which you would like to be included in
the next edition of the Higham Times in August then please forward the information to me
at donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk no later than 30th July.
Thank you for your continued support.
Donna Anderson
Any views or opinions expressed in this
newsletter do not necessarily represent those
of Higham Ferrers Town Council.

ANNA SAUNTSON
1944 - 2021
It was with great sadness that the Town Council and staff received
the news of the death of Cllr Anna Sauntson. Anna was one of our
longest serving Councillors with over 35 years service. Anna was
Mayor of the town on three occasions and she always carried out
her duties with immense pride and respect for others.
Having been an active part of the birth of the Tourism Group she
has supported it for many years. She was also involved in the local neighbourhood plan, where
she fought for the towns heritage to be maintained for future generations, and had concerns on
how many new developments were being built with a lack of infrastructure to accompany
them. Anna was passionate about keeping the towns ancient Civic Traditions, and a great
supporter of the local Bedesmen. When Higham Ferrers twinned with Hachenburg in Germany,
Anna was the person who signed the deed and has since visited on several occasions.
Anna was elected to be an East Northants Councillor in May 1999 and served there for thirty
three years also being Chairman in 2003 -2004. During that time she served mainly on the
Planning Management Committee and was involved with the Licensing Panel. She was always
on hand to give advice to local residents with a monthly “District Council Surgery” .
Anna was standing down at these elections due to ill health. She will be greatly missed on the
Council as she had a great deal of knowledge and experience which she was always happy to
pass on to others.

New Council begins its job
Since 1 April, North Northamptonshire Council has been providing the services previously
delivered locally by East Northamptonshire Council and the County Council.
Part of the biggest local government restructure in Northamptonshire for nearly 50 years, the
change also saw the former councils of Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough come under the
North Northamptonshire banner, while a new West Northamptonshire Council took over public
services across the other half of the county.
The final major step of this council transition took place in May, when local elections decided the
78 councillors to represent the new North Northamptonshire area, including Bert Jackson, Jennie
Bone and Harriet Pentland in the Higham Ferrers ward. xxxxxxx was also named the first Leader of
the new Council.

Next Steps
The staff and the politicians now have the job of delivering on the continued transformation of
the council, which aims to make public services more efficient and cost effective across the region.
There are, of course, financial benefits to having one single council, as opposed to a District and
County council. But just as importantly, it brings practical benefits because residents and
businesses no longer have to go to different councils for different things - they are able to get
everything they need in one place.

What has changed?
The former councils have been working together for many months to align services previously
split between the various district, borough and county councils operating across
Northamptonshire. From moving adult services into communities to creating a new Children’s
Trust, improvements have already started and will continue into the coming months and years.
Council services and how they are accessed will be brought up to date by using the technologies
people are used to seeing in everyday life, and changes will be gradually rolled out to improve the
way services are provided. This should make it easier for residents and businesses to get what
they need.

Although most changes won’t happen immediately, there are some obvious ones already in place.
The new Council has a new website address (www.northnorthants.gov.uk) and telephone number
(0300 126 3000) - although previous email addresses and direct dial numbers for council staff will
continue to work. The East Northamptonshire website is also still functional - though it has been
rebranded with the North Northamptonshire logo.

What has not changed?
Services that people rely on, such as waste and recycling collections, social care and work on the
roads will continue to operate without interruption. They are now simply provided by North
Northamptonshire Council, rather than East Northamptonshire Council or the County Council.
There have been no immediate changes to bin collection days or schedules, or what you can and
cannot put out for collection. There are no changes planned to household waste and recycling
centres either. But waste services as a whole will be reviewed by the new Council in the coming
months, and things may be harmonised across the area in future - at which point all residents
will be informed. You will be able to continue checking your bin day, items to recycle or report
any collection issues at www.northnorthants.gov.uk or by calling 0300 126 3000.
The opening hours of libraries, leisure centres, recycling centres and other council-run venues
will stay the same as they are now. And applications for things such as planning, licences,
benefits and grants should continue to be processed as usual, unless you hear specifically
otherwise.

Looking to the future
A huge amount of work is going on behind the scenes to make the new North Northamptonshire
area a great place to live, work and thrive. Enhancements to services and the way they are
delivered will be an ongoing process, with modernisations introduced over the months and years
to come.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx anything else topical?! Xxxxx

Find out more about North Northamptonshire Council’s services at www.northnorthants.gov.uk.
www.facebook.com/NorthNorthants

https://twitter.com/NNorthantsC

How to contact North Northamptonshire Council

Telephone: 0300 126 3000
Website: www.northnorthants.gov.uk
The Council’s Customer Contact Centre, including phone lines and offices, will be open
from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday.

Are you looking to send your child to pre-school in September? Alpha Pre-School has spaces available for
children aged between 2 and 5 years old.
The pre-school has been serving the community in Higham Ferrers for over 50 years and generations of local
families have enjoyed their time there.
Alpha Pre-school has a ‘GOOD’ OFSTED rating. They accept children that are eligible for Government funded
childcare at age 2, 3 and 4 years old. They also welcome children that are eligible to receive 30 hours of funded
childcare.
If you are interested, please contact Janet on 07966 512389 for a chat.

St Mary’s Higham Ferrers &
St John’s Chelveston

SUNDAYS in MAY
We are open for Sunday Services

9am St John’s
10.30am St Mary’s
Plus! Our ONLINE SERVICES continue too!
Join if you can at 10am for the online service each Sunday but the link is live all day,
and all services are available from an archive on the website
Also on the website are details of how to join others online for prayer, worship, study,
and community life, plus our Midweek Celtic

Service

www.stmarystjohnunited.co.uk
Both churches are open for prayer –
St Mary’s - Sun & Wed 12-4pm & Thurs mornings
St John’s every day during daylight hours.
For more info:

Vicar, Revd Michelle Dalliston (07961 003352 michelleacd@hotmail.co.uk )
Reader, Brenda Elldred (07816 771702 brenda@elldred.co.uk)

Higham Still Sparkled in 2020 with
youWool!
looking for a space or change of school
some added TwinkleAreand
for your child from this September ?

We have spaces in our Years 3, 4 & 5

SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS
September 2021
S
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Confident

•

Curious

•

Creative

3 C/s

Higham Ferrers Junior School
Visits are very welcome by appointment Please telephone

01933 312748

Town Councillors
Over the past year the Town Council has experienced some changes to the way we conduct meetings.
We have been meeting via Zoom, which has proved successful in many ways, but we have all missed
the face to face meetings in the Council Chamber and the chance to get dressed up more formally to
go to the meeting. Zoom is much more informal, so long as the top is acceptable no-one knows if you
sit there in your pyjama bottoms and fluffy slippers.
The result of the 2021 Elections sees another change, as unfortunately we have five members of the Council standing down
for various reasons, all of whom will be missed greatly. However, we welcome three new Councillors on board, Gary Salmon,
Jennie Bone and Paul McCann. As Leader of the Council, I have the pleasure in saying a few words in appreciation of the work
carried out by the Councillors standing down, some after many years of service. - Pam Whiting.

DAVID HAMBLIN
David is a colourful character, known to many for his business connections in both Higham Ferrers
and Rushden over the years. Having joined the Council in 2015 as the first UKIP member he has
always contributed his ideas and knowledge and has been an important member of the Council.
David will always say what he thinks and express his concerns on certain issues, but you always
know where you stand with him. Sadly over the past few months David’s health has prevented him
from being an active member, and as such has unfortunately led to him standing down. However,
he always makes sure he knows exactly what is going on with Council business. David’s humour and
style will be missed by all of us on the Council but we are delighted that you have now made a full recovery David.

JASON SMITHERS
Jason moved to Higham Ferrers from Surrey several years ago and has since started two very
successful local businesses. Joining the Council in 2015 when, by his own admission, he knew little
about how local Council worked, but was keen to learn and have the opportunity to put something
back into the Community. Luckily Jason was a very quick learner and he has gone from strength to
strength. Through being a very busy Mayor in 2018-19 he became interested in another level of local
government and stepped forward when the Higham Ferrers seat became available on the County
Council. Jason “had his knuckles rapped” at first when he was honest and said what he thought at
the time ( I must admit it was a view that was shared by many of us though) but he has since progressed to hold a very
responsible position at County Level. We all wish Jason every success for his next venture which is standing for the new
Unitary Council. Although we are all very sorry he has decided to stand at Oundle instead of here in Higham Ferrers.

SHEILA MANTLE
Sheila is local through and through, having been born here and living in the Town all her life. Many
will know Sheila from her working in the Wharf Road Post Office for seventeen years. Having joined
the Town Council in 2007 she has always been totally committed and supported the Council in every
way possible. Sheila was Chairman of the Natural Environment Committee where she played a very
active role in the upkeep of the local parks and countryside. One of Sheila’s interests is the Towns
historic buildings and heritage, which she feels should be well maintained for future generations.
Like many of us, Sheila is concerned regarding the growth of the Town when the infrastructure does
not follow. She was involved with the campaigns for “Yes to Rushden Lakes” and the improvements to the Chowns Mill
Roundabout.
Sheila was thrilled to be Mayor in the Jubilee Year 2012-13 when she enjoyed many various celebrations throughout the year.

Sheila was also very involved with the local “Pub Watch” scheme, where regular meetings with members of the
Police were held and here she had the chance to raise her concerns for Community Safety and the interests of the
young people of the Town.

DEREK LAWSON
In 1964 a young Derek Lawson was elected to the then Higham Ferrers Borough Council. He saw
the formation of the East Northamptonshire District Council which led to Higham Ferrers becoming a
Town Council. Derek is the longest serving member of the Town Council with over fifty- seven years
service. His knowledge of local government is vast, and his experience is second to none, this has
proved invaluable to many, including myself, as he is always on hand to give good sound advice
when needed. Derek was a member of the East Northants District Council for over twenty years,
where he was Chairman 1987-88 . He was also a Member of the Northamptonshire County Council
for forty years and Chairman 2007-8.
Derek was Vice-Chairman of the Police and Crime Panel which was part of the Northants Police
Authority before the position of the Police and Crime Commissioner was created. Among Derek’s
other long list of achievements are Chairman of the Board of Governors at both the Ferrers School and the Henry Chichele
School. He held the position of Chairman of the TASH (Towards a Safer Higham) Panel, being involved in the campaigns for
“Yes to Rushden Lakes” and played a big part in the Chowns Mill Roundabout Improvement scheme. He was also heavily
involved in the preparation of the Higham Ferrers Neighbourhood Plan. Derek has been a very well respected Mayor of
Higham Ferrers on three occasions, and the Leader of the Council for five.
For all his years of commitment to local government, I am delighted to say that Derek’s work was recognised when he was
awarded a well deserved MBE in 2007. Very well done Derek, we all hope you can now sit back and relax a little, although
you will no doubt “keep on eye on us” and we know that you will always be there if we need you.

RICHARD GELL
We were sorry to learn that Richard has decided not to take his seat on the Town Council
following the recent non-contested Chichele Ward election.
Richard has been a member of the Town Council for over 37 years, serving firstly as a
Conservative Councillor before going Independent. Richard stepped down in 2019 but has
always kept the connection with the Council through his role as the Parish Tree Warden. Over
the years his advice has proved to be invaluable. I am sure he has saved several trees from
being completely taken out when cutting back was all that was needed.
Being very involved with the Greenway Project, he played a big part in the extension through to Kimbolton Road.
He advised on the Interpretation Boards, not only along the greenway but also the new Nightingale Way play area.
For several years he was the Council's representative for the Angling Association, and despite admitting that he
knew little about fishing itself he was a tremendous help to them with all the improvements made along the river,
and being a member of the Ramblers Association, he was involved with the improvements to the Wharf Road
Pocket Park. I doubt there is a public footpath in the Town that Richard could not give you the VC number for.
Richard was elected to the East Northamptonshire Council in 1999 where he served until the recent disbandment. He was part of the Planning, Licensing and Scrutiny Committees. He also tended the Council flower beds, and
could often be seen tending to the dahlias, making sure there were no weeds.
Richard has been Mayor twice, once in 1983-84 and again 2015-16 when he played a very active role and was very
well respected.
I doubt that there are many local people that Richard doesn't know, but he will always say hello and have a chat.
Being a mind of information, you could ask him a question, and if he didn't know the answer, he will always find it
from his endless books, press cuttings and photographs, some going back many years, and would love telling you
about them.
You will be greatly missed Richard but we are really pleased that you are continuing your connection with the
Council in your role as Parish Tree Warden.

serve
The Ron Manning Day and Activity Centre
10am-2:30pm

Monday to Thursday

The day centre provides a friendly atmosphere, offering people the
chance to socialise and participate independently, in activities with
support from our trained and qualified staff and volunteers.
Days will be filled with crafts and activities including, games, memory
box making, bingo, gentle exercise, arts, singing, old time movies,
nutritional advice and advice on staying safe at home.
A two-course, home-cooked hot meal and refreshments are provided.
We are able to accept referrals from GPs, NHS services, relatives,
other organisations or self-referrals.
A free needs assessment will be completed and attendance is based
on those with low care level requirements.
£27 per day
Transport available at an additional cost of £5 per day
For more information or to book an assessment please contact

01933 315 555 | info@serve.org.uk
76 Upper Kings Avenue Higham Ferrers NN10 8JZ

Does your child turn 3 before 31st August
2021?
If yes, we still have a few afternoon spaces
left in our Nursery ready for September 2021.
Call our office team on 01933 312904 for
more information and an application form.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 4th
Higham Ferrers WMC

Tickets on sale now £10
Doors Open 7.30pm
Supporting Cando Care. For more
information or to purchase tickets
contact 07741 651170

The UK is currently under
national lockdown; this means
a version of the tier / alert
level 4 restrictions apply.
of coronavirus (Covid-19) measures | Northamptonshire Police
By visitingBreach
the Northampton(northants.police.uk)
shire Police website, you can
find out what the latest
restrictions are and can report
breaches of these restrictions
such as large group gatherings.

www.northants.police.uk

NHS England and NHS Improvement has launched the next phase of the latest ‘Help Us, Help You’
campaign which focuses on the NHS 111 service as a new way to access A&E
If you have an urgent but not life-threatening medical need, make sure you contact NHS 111 first
rather than going straight to A&E. If you do need urgent care, then NHS 111 can now book you in to
be seen quickly and safely in A&E.
As well as this, NHS 111 is also able to direct to or book an appointment at Urgent Treatment
Centres, access to Out of Hours GP Services, pharmacies, emergency dental services and walk-in
clinics. Contacting 111 first will also help the NHS to keep you safe by maintaining social distancing
and ensure that you receive the right care in the right place, in a more timely and safe way.
If you or your loved one have a life-threatening illness or injury then you should always use 999 and if
you do arrive at A&E without contacting NHS
111 you will still receive medical care, with
emergency treatments prioritised.
Just think 111 first. When you think you need
A&E, contact NHS 111 by phone or online at
https://111.nhs.uk/
Further information about NHS 111 First is
available at www.northamptonshireccg.nhs.uk

St. Mary’s Church Easter Gardens Inside Out 2021

Last year, during the first Lockdown, we weren’t able to hold services in church over Easter at all and it
was a real challenge! We came up with some really creative ways to bring Easter outside and one of
those ideas was our ‘Easter Gardens – Inside Out.’ We made Easter Gardens in our churchyards at
St Mary’s, Higham and St John’s, Chelveston, and invited people to bring along plants and flowers, as
well as decorations – painted stones, shells, pebbles, solar
lights etc to help make them ‘grow’! This worked so well
that it was clear we needed to do it again this year too.
The Easter gardens were already there for Easter Day and
since then have been growing in all kinds of ways! Why not
pop along to St Mary’s and St John’s and have a look? If you
have any plants to add, so much the better, and if not,
perhaps you could
help water the
plants that are
there to keep the
gardens growing as happily as possible. This is one way we can
celebrate the new life of Easter together and share it with our
communities.
Both churches are also open during the week for personal
prayer and space for reflection and there are Easter Gardens
and prayer stations inside too.
If you’d like to talk with
someone when you visit, or
over the phone, just give
our Vicar, Michelle, a call on
07961 003352.

St Mary’s Easter Garden
near the Cross and Chantry
Chapel

We are back…and how
grateful we are for it!
It has been a fantastic return to school following the closure
period and has also been great to see the many happy smiling
faces of the children as they have returned to their desks.
As a new member to the Henry Chichele community, I have
been amazed at the positive attitude of the children and their
resilience to unsettling times. They are back and ready to be
challenged!
Our Year 1 children have recently been studying the work of Vincent Van Gogh and encouraging the sun
to appear by planting sunflower seeds. They are all very excited to watch them grow!
Our youngest children in reception have been enjoying their new and improved outdoor area! This area is
still under development but the space has recently been extended so the children have enjoyed the extra
room for riding bikes! Photos will follow in a later update!
I am also incredibly excited to announce that our library is due for a makeover very soon! We are
currently in the design stage but the proposed plans look amazing! The children are sure to enjoy such a
modern and fresh looking environment.
Unfortunately, we don’t yet have any community events planned in our diary. However, it won’t be long
now until we do. Please look out for them. We are keen for the community to make
use of things we can offer as a school and do what we can to help everyone bounce
back from difficult times. If you have any ideas or think we can help in any way, please
get in touch with us; we would be delighted to hear from you.
Keep smiling!
Mr. S Dainty, Head Teacher

Higham Ferrers Footpath Group
Higham Ferrers Footpath Group was set up in 1981 by a small group of enthusiasts to clear
the footpaths around the local area and improve access for everyone to walk out into the
countryside.
The Group remains an active walking group to this day with just under 50 members, our
yearly fee is still only £5.
Our group walks have been curtailed in the last year by the Covid 19 restrictions but where we could walk
in groups of 6 or less we have continued as best we can.
We now look forward to getting out and about again into our beautiful Northamptonshire countryside
and would like to welcome you to join us.

We are a friendly group and usually walk between 5-10 miles when we go out, normally the first and third
Sunday mornings of the month and some summer evenings.
We adhere to the Countryside Code and don’t allow dogs on our walks.
If you would like to join us on a walk please contact Cindy on 07552 993777, check out our Facebook page
or keep an eye out for our adverts in the newspapers.

