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Welcome to the 29th edition of The Higham Times. We hope you are all well and keeping
safe during these strange and uncertain times.
The Covid19 Pandemic is still affecting everyone’s daily living and it has been inspiring to
see how our community remains together to support one another and keep spirits high.
This issue has articles and information from the Town
Council as well as community groups and local schools.
With large events such as Remembrance Service and
the annual Christmas Sparkle unable to proceed in the
normal capacity, we are trying to find alternative ways
to celebrate safely. With the success of our beautiful
poppy tree, we are hoping to have some special festive
additions to the town in December with the help of
our wonderfully crafty community.
For the most current information about what is
happening in the town, we encourage you to check the
Town Council website (www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk) and social media pages for regular
updates.
If you have an article about local news or events which you would like to be included in
the next edition of the Higham Times in November then please forward the information
to me at donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk

Thank you for your continued
support and stay safe.
Donna Anderson
Any views or opinions expressed
in this newsletter do not
necessarily represent those of
Higham Ferrers Town Council.

CONTACTING THE TOWN COUNCIL
To help minimise the risk to our staff and
the public, access to the Town Hall is
restricted. Throughout the pandemic the Council has
been contactable via phone or email with staff working
at home. Staff are now working at the office in pairs
Monday to Thursday with the office being cleaned on a
Friday. This will remain in place until there is no social
distancing due to the size of the premises and the need for it to be COVID secure.
Preference is that you contact us by phone or email. We are operating an appointmentbased system to enable anyone needing to visit our offices to do so. To control the
number of visitors on site and to maintain social distancing, appointment attendance
is limited to a maximum of 2 people – including children – from the same household or
household bubble. When booking an appointment, we will ask for the number of guests.
Brief enquiries can be dealt with by a video intercom now installed at the front door.

Note: Changes may take place at short notice due to changes in government guidance
and the need for staff to isolate or being on holiday.

HIGHAM FERRERS CELEBRATES 30 YEARS OF TWINNING WITH HACHENBURG
Mayor Cllr Tina Reavey was due to visit Hachenburg this August as
part of the Twinning visit and mark 30 years of the association.
The Twinning Treaty was signed by Cllr Mrs Anna Sauntson in
1990 during the first Twinning trip to the town situated in the
Westerwald region of Germany.
The Town of Higham Ferrers values the special friendship and
relationship they have had with Hachenburg over the last 30 years
and as the trip was cancelled due to COVID 19, Higham Ferrers
Town Council are sending a gift to mark the anniversary to the
Mayor of Hachenburg. Cllr Tina Reavey (pictured) still hopes to
visit in 2021.
Hachenburg has many similarities with Higham Ferrers in that it has a well-preserved Town
centre with many beautiful old buildings in a style called fachwerke in German and halftimbered in English. The town is in the heart of a beautiful region and has an area close by called
the Kroppacher Schweiss which is an area very reminiscent of Switzerland with small villages
nestling in wooded valleys, and the magnificent abbey at Marienstatt which is nearby.

A big thank you again to the people who
have continued to support the Farmers
Market in it’s reduced capacity since April.
We are very proud of our wonderful traders who have adapted brilliantly to the
changes which have had to be implemented in our market. With the need to ensure
social distancing and minimise contact we have had to move stall locations, change
payments methods and introduce new ways of working. Our traders have been
helpful and understanding of these changes . Many have offered pre-order and
pre-pay services to reduce cash transactions and ensure that they meet customers
demands.
At the start of the year we welcomed the
Little Panjab Food Company to our market
and even though it was not the normal
busy start for a new trader due to
lockdown, they have been well supported
with lots of customers enjoying their
delicious cuisine.

We want to thank all of our
traders for their hard work
and commitment to our
town’s monthly market .
Please do come along a
support these fabulous
businesses by shopping
local.

Like many businesses, some of our regular
traders have experienced issues with staff or
family needing to isolate or struggles to get
ingredients for production. Unfortunately a few
of our regular traders have not yet returned but
we hope to see them all when the situation
allows. With the introduction of social
distancing measures, our market is currently at
full capacity. We were pleased to welcome back
Richmond Nursery at September’s Market with
their lovely range of potted plants.
Customers were also happy to see
Brockleby’s Pies return in
September with their range of
sweet and savoury pies.
The one-way system with an entrance and exit to the Market
Square is working well and we now have a hand sanitising
station for all to use. This layout means that queueing time is
minimal and people are able to get in and buy the goods they
need quickly and efficiently.
This food market offers the chance to shop from local farms
and small businesses in an outdoor space where appropriate
social distancing can be maintained. Buying direct from these
traders also means that products have been in a much smaller
supply chain and have therefore been handled by fewer people
and travelled less than in large stores. All attendees at the
market have been incredibly respectful of each other and
maintained the proper 2 metre distance. The monthly market
will continue at a reduced capacity until social distancing guidelines change.
For updates on market plans and
traders attending please see our
facebook page. We encourage
customers to pre-order and
pre-pay for produce where
possible to avoid disappointment as some traders have
sold out on the day.

Past and Present - New Interpretation Panel tells
story of the Stanwick Road Recreation Ground
On the rather wet morning of the 19th August District Councillor Richard Gell was
joined, with umbrellas in hand, by the Mayor, Councillor Tina Reavey, and the
Leader of the Town Council, Councillor Pam Whiting, to officially celebrate the
interpretation panel newly installed on the recreational land off Nightingale Way,
Station Road.
The Council took ownership of this
recreational land in 1975 when it was
transferred to them from the
Corporation of Higham Ferrers
following Local Government
re-organisation. The land originally
formed part of a larger land holding
that had been used for recreational
purposes back in the mid 1800’s.
The panel shares the history of this
recreational land, ‘Stanwick Road
Recreation Ground’, past to present
day. The panel stands proudly by the
new play equipment installed in 2019.
The panel has been funded in part by East Northamptonshire Council Member
Empowerment Fund. Undeterred by the rain and to support District Councillor
Gell, the Chairman of the District Council, Councillor Helen Howell, and the Leader
of the District Council, Councillor Steven North, were pleased to attend and gleam
for themselves a little piece of Higham’s rich and fascinating history.
Do you know many goals secured the win for Higham Town Football Club when
they played Wellingborough Town at the recreation ground in 1882? The answer
to this and other in-sights to Higham’s heritage are waiting for you when you come
and view the panel.
The panel’s map shows other Council land near-by that you can walk to and
appreciate; the Dogs Off Lead area and the Higham Ferrers Town Green. Both of
these are only a short walking distance away and can be accessed easily using the
pedestrian bridge over the A6.

St. Mary’s
Higham Ferrers
St. Mary’s Launches Major Appeal
Higham Church has launched an ambitious new appeal to raise
money to restore, renew, and repurpose the church and the
Bede House.
Called St. Mary’s 600, the appeal celebrates the 600th anniversary of the founding of the
Bede House—Higham’s first Old People’s Home—and Chichele College, Higham’s first -and to date only—university. It also reflects the £600,000 that will need to be raised if all
the objectives of the appeal are to be achieved.
Phase 1 of the Appeal will aim to make safe the stonework on the spire, as well as
dealing with the rainwater pipes, and the damage done to the roof below. The iconic 170
foot spire will continue to dominate the Market Square and the centre of the town, as it
has for 750 years. This Phase will also include the replacement of the heating system,
which has been in place since the late 1950’s. The new system will be adaptable to green
hydrogen gas when that comes on stream, and will create a warm welcome for the congregation and the many attending christenings, weddings and funerals, civic services, recitals and concerts, carol services and Angel Festivals, and the Higham Sparkle, all of
which have traditionally taken place in and around the church.

Phase 2 will concentrate on Chichele’s Bede House, which currently plays host to 2
play groups, 2 youth clubs, a coffee and chat for older citizens, adult education classes,
and a wealth of other activities, not forgetting the All Sorts Service and our Café Church. It
will be renewed and decorated to be the venue of choice for wedding receptions, christening parties and funeral wakes, as well as civic receptions and a host of entertainments.
The final phase will concentrate on reordering the church, with a new servery for
refreshments, and the possibility of installing toilets and a new sacristy, so that the warmly heated church will be a popular venue for community events. “It will,” says Interim Vicar the Reverend Michelle Dalliston, “along with the Bede House, be a chance for the
church to look out at our local community, and welcome that community in.” An Appeal
Committee has now been formed and has begun work to prepare a series of events that
will be ready to go once the Covid situation eases. So watch this space!

Sharing our heritage
with the town
New Home for the Charters
On the afternoon of the 20th August the Charters
of Higham Ferrers arrived at their new home,
Northampton Records Office. On-route from the
conservators they stopped briefly at their old
resting home, the Town Hall, where the Mayor
was pleased to have the opportunity to see the
charter conservation work first hand.
For many years the charters were housed in the
safe in the Town Hall Council Chamber. The
conditions were not suitable for these old
parchment documents and they had deteriorated as the storage materials and method were
slowly causing chemical and physical damage. Heritage Lottery funding allowed specialist
conservation work to start on the charters in September 2018. This conservation work was
completed back in June 2019 enabling framed copies of them to be displayed in a special
exhibition in the town forming a central part of the well-remembered ‘Charter Celebration
Day’. Following the exhibition the framed copies now hang in the following locations in the
town for all to share:
The Bede House - Charter of Philip and Mary ,1556
Henry Chichele School – Charter of James I, 1604
The Town Hall office – Byelaws of 1616
Infant and Nursery School – Charter of Charles II, 1664
Junior School – Charter of Charles II, 1684
The Ferrers School – Charter of Victoria, 1886
While the framed copies came to town, the charters remained with the conservators while
beautifully hand-crafted storage boxes were made for them. The charters in their new boxes
are now resting at the Records Office. Their new home provides the appropriately controlled
conditions that could not be offered at the Town Hall thus ensuring their future for
generations to come.
The Charter project is now coming into its last year. The group focus their work on the
continued promotion and importance of the charters to the town’s history and are busy
exploring the idea of a town audio trail.

Look at our new Trim Trail!!
Thanks to fundraising by our Friends
of the School and the Governments
Sports Premium we had our new
trim trail installed over the Summer
holidays and all the children
absolutely love it!! With all the
current restrictions and the need for
as much outdoor activity as possible, we have definitely been making
the most of it.
All of our children have settled
back into school so well and it is
lovely to have everyone back
even if things are a bit different
at the moment and it is lovely to
see all the new faces in our
Nursery and Reception.

If you have a child who is due to
start school in September 2021,
dates for tours of the school are
available on our school
website. https://
www.highamferrersinfants.org.uk/

Susan Hollowell
Volunteering Award Nominations
Do you know someone who goes above and beyond for others?
We are now looking to award a volunteer in the East Northants community
the Susan Hollowell Memorial Trophy. The award is for a person who has
provided outstanding voluntary work during the past year in the local area.

This year we will be going virtual with our award presentation!
The award began in 2002 in honour of the late Susan Hollowell. She was a committed
volunteer in the community for many years in Rushden and this award was set up in
her name as a tribute to her memory.
To nominate someone for this award please contact cso@serve.org or pickup a form
from our office at 19 Church Street, NN10 9YU and return it to SERVE’s Office by 4pm
on Friday 13th November

Urgent Appeal!! Volunteer Shoppers Needed!!!
Over the past few months with help from our volunteers, we
have been supporting the community; those shielding, isolated
and the most vulnerable during the coronavirus outbreak.
The services we have provided are shopping, collecting prescriptions, delivering hearing aid batteries and more.
We are so grateful to all of our volunteers that came forward
and made it possible to help so many others in the community.
Many of our volunteers were furloughed from their employment and at this time are now in a position to return to work.
Unfortunately, although many restrictions are being lifted the need to support those that
are shielding or vulnerable is still there. Can you help?
Do you have a full UK driving license and access to a vehicle?
Do you have just a couple of hours per week that you could volunteer to shop for people or
their collect prescriptions?
If you have time and can offer your support please get in touch with Gemma@serve.org.uk
or call on 07747 245631

CALLING ALL
CRAFTERS!
Higham Ferrers Town Council
would like our community to
come together and create
something special for the festive
season. If you can knit or crochet
and think you can help or know
someone who can then please
contact us for more information.
Email:

donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
or call 01933 312075

STAY SAFE - REMEMBER
FROM HOME
Changes to Remembrance
Sunday 2020
Every year the nation unites to make sure that no-one is forgotten and to remember and
honour those who have sacrificed themselves to secure and protect our freedom.
Higham Ferrers Town Council have taken the extremely difficult decision to scale back the
service on Remembrance Sunday this year. The event could not take place in its usual
format as it is always so well attended and social distancing
measures apply as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Although plans are being finalised, it will not be a public

event. A small private ceremony will be led by the Mayor
with some of the wreath layers. Everyone who normally
lays a wreath will get an opportunity to do so at scheduled
times. We are also looking at the feasibility of live
streaming the event and the church will broadcast a special
service.
The Council requests that you stay safe and ‘Remember at
Home’ and you step outside your front door at 11am on
Sunday November 8th for the 2 minutes silence. Further
information will follow as plans and guidance may change
up to a few days beforehand.

Poem by a local resident. Inspired by the tranquility and refuge of the beautiful Chichele Gardens during
these difficult times.

The visitors, Chichele College garden
Stepping down from the bus
near hollyhock corner,
gravel path
prism border,

On past the porch
(where the Green Man lives)
to an unlocked gate
She leans into shade
feet flexing cool grass,
in the nest of her hands, a mask,
laid like an offering.
Sensing the presence,
murmurings from the day:
children hopping the once-was wall
a dinosaur spine nipping toes,
gardeners kneel with trugs
unthreading wild strawberries;
Madonna lilies halo vined trellis,

Medlar plum and mandrake
tucked in teeming beds.
Across the singing stones
footfalls from long memory.
A deeper stillness.
She cries, moved by beauty
spiritus sancti
the soft lulling bees
Susan Waters

August 2020

Every day’s a school
day!
Starting school in September 2021
Do you have a child who was born
between 01/09/2016 and
31/08/2017? If so, they will be due
to start school in September 2021.
We know that choosing a school for your
family is a complex and important
decision. Staff and governors are all very
proud of our school but we know that
when you choose a school you need to
feel confident that your child will be cared
for, valued and above all else happy.
During these new and uncertain times, we will regrettably not be able to arrange our
usual Open Tours and offered a brief external viewing of the grounds; reception
classrooms and play areas on Saturday, 10th October instead.
For those unable to make that morning we have launched a new school prospectus,
which is available for download from our website together with a virtual tour. (There are
also current introductory videos on the Reception class page to give you a 'flavour' of this
academic year).
What prospective parents will definitely miss from not attending an event at school is the
wonderful way in which our children embody Henry Chichele Primary School and its
values so well on these occasions. Every year, there is high praise for our children, the
quality of relationships between staff and children always shines through and again, this
won’t be communicated in quite the
same way this year. Please do have a
look at the information though as it is
released on our website and invite
friends who may be considering an
application for their children to do the
same
www.henrychichele.northants.sch.uk).

CHRISTMAS SPARKLE CANCELLED BUT HIGHAM
WILL STILL TWINKLE
Higham Ferrers Town Council have
reluctantly taken the decision to
cancel the popular Christmas Sparkle
event this year.
Christmas Sparkle has always been about
bringing friends and family together in a
fun and safe environment to celebrate
the festive season. However, considering
ongoing health concerns and uncertainty
surrounding Covid-19, the Council could
not safely host the event for the number
of visitors who attend.
The Town will still sparkle with its traditional Christmas
lights but watch out for the extra festive twinkle this
year with a couple of extra surprises around the start
of December.
We hope that by making the town a wonderfully
festive place to visit, you can enjoy the
atmosphere whilst walking around and
shopping
throughout the
whole of
December.

Christmas
Sparkle in its
traditional form
is scheduled to
return in 2021.

We look forward
to another great
event in the future but
for now we want
everyone to enjoy our
beautiful town whilst
staying safe.
We hope you all have a
wonderful festive season.

HIGHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL CHRISTMAS
COMPETITIONS
It’s approaching the time of year when the local shops and businesses are starting their
preparations for Christmas. Unfortunately, this year, we can’t hold our usual Higham
Sparkle but there’s nothing to stop us from putting on our annual family friendly Christmas competitions for you to enjoy.

The “Best Dressed Shop Window in
Higham Ferrers” is your chance to come
into town, buy your Christmas shopping
and join in our
competition by
voting for your
favourite shop
window.

We will also be asking you to “Guess the price of
the Higham Hamper.” Over the next few weeks
we are going to be busy pulling together a
Christmas hamper full of local seasonal goods and
produce – all you have to do is guess the cost, the closest guess wins
the hamper and goodies.

?

?

Further details will be available
soon on our website https://
www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk/
and through our social media
channels. We look forward to
seeing you soon.
All prizes will be awarded by the
Mayor at the Christmas Farmers
Market on Saturday19th December.

?
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Who to Contact...?
Town, District and County
Councils deal with different
things. Here is a brief explanation
of who does what.

Please contact East Northamptonshire
Council regarding;

Please contact Northamptonshire County
Council regarding:

Town/Parish Council deal with

•

Building Control.

•

Education.

•

Cemeteries/Burials.

•

•

Highways/Transport/Street Doctor.

•

Local Open Spaces/parks &
Recreation Grounds

Council Tax & Business Rates
Collection.

•

Social Serivces.

•

Electoral Registration/Elections.

•

•

Libraries & Information Services.

Public Conveniences.

•

Housing Register.

•

•

Markets.

•

Registration of Births, Marriages
and Deaths.

•

Off Street Car Parking.

•

Trading Standards.

•

Grants to Voluntary Bodies.

Environment - Refuse Collection,
Dog waste, Recycling, Food Safety,
Pest Control and Noise Nuisance.

•
•

Civic Events/ Local Tourism.
Closed Churchyards.

Telephone: 01832 742000
Email: info@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk

Telephone: 0300 126 1000
Website: www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

REMEMBER FROM
HOME
Sunday 8th
November 2020

#LestWeForget
This year we remember them and reflect on now. We remember
the service and sacrifice made by so many peoples,
communities and nations 75 years ago, and we reflect on the
service and sacrifice of so many today.

