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Welcome to this online edition of The Higham Times. We hope you are all
well and keeping safe during this strange and uncertain time.
The Covid19 Pandemic has caused changes to everyone’s daily living and it
has been inspiring to see how our community has diversified and come
together to support one another and keep spirits high.
Due to issues with distributing printed copies of the Higham Times at
present we have delayed the production of our full edition of the newsletter
until June but wanted to put something together for you as an online
version in the interim. There is still lots to tell you about so we hope you
enjoy reading about local news. This issue has articles from some of the
local schools, community groups and volunteer groups. We have also
included information about new volunteering groups and social media
groups who have formed in response to the Covid19 Pandemic to support
our community, stay connected and spread some joy.
If you have an article about local news
or events which you would like to be
included in the next edition of the
Higham Times in June then please
forward the information to me at

donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Thank you for your continued support
and stay safe!
Donna Anderson

Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter
do not necessarily represent those of
Higham Ferrers Town Council.

11am 2 minute silence on your doorstep.
2pm View the Town Council Commemorative
video online including The Last post performed
by local bugler William Mantle, prayer by the
Mayor’s Chaplin and Vicar of St Mary’s Church,
Rev Michelle Dalliston and a reading and toast
from the Mayor, Cllr Chris O’Rourke.

Friday 8th
May

3pm Churchill’s speech shown on the BBC.

Let’s celebrate

4pm Enjoy a picnic at home with some
sandwiches, tea & scones or jam tarts!

‘Together,
apart’

8pm Watch VE Day 75: A musical celebration
on BBC One.

9pm The Queen addresses the Nation - BBC1
Followed by ‘We’ll Meet Again’ sing-a-long.

Please remember to
follow the social
distancing rules.

How have the Town Council adapted during Lockdown?
Like everyone, the Town Council has had to make changes to the way it operates since the Government
announced their ‘stay at home’ measures on the 23rd March. The Town Hall has closed to the public and the
council’s office staff are working from home. We have found this very strange because we are used to the
public regularly calling in to the Town Hall to speak with us. However, we wish to assure you during these
times that the channels of communication do remain open and if you have a query or wish to speak with us
regarding council business then please tel: 01933 312075 or email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Unfortunately we have had to close our play areas, outdoor gym equipment, skate park and MUGA. Our
public open spaces and the Dogs Off Lead Area remain available for your daily exercise. Please respect those
around you and observe the 2m social distancing measures. Our Park Wardens continue to visit these open
spaces regularly to check they are clean and tidy and kept at their best for you.
Council business continues but we have had to
change the way the Council hold their
meetings. The full Council meet once a month
with 2 committee meetings being held each
month too. The March full council meeting and
April committee meetings were cancelled due
to lockdown but on the evening of Tuesday
28th April the Town Council held their first
online meeting. As a first for the Town Council
it was good to see 14 of our 16 councillors
attend the zoom video meeting. It took a while
for the staff and the councillors to get use to
this new format but by the end of the meeting
councillors had got the swings of things,
decisions were made, actions agreed and
everyone had dressed appropriately for the
occasion - there were no pyjamas in sight.
On Tuesday the 12th May we hold the online zoom Planning and Development Committee meeting followed
by the Environment and Recreation Committee meeting. The agendas for these meetings are published on
our website. The new Mayor will be elected on 26th May at the town meeting which is likely to be a virtual
meeting. Unfortunately we will be unable to hold the usual Mayor Making Ceremony.
One of the items the Council discussed during their online meeting was that of the 75 th Anniversary of VE
Day. Many planned events across the country have been cancelled or postponed. The Council have a
number of activity ideas and videos for you and invite you to join them on their Facebook Events page.
Councillors also mentioned at the meeting how pleased they were with the April Farmers’ Market. The
scaled down market employed social distancing measures with the use of barriers and floor vinyl stickers.
The public were able to purchase on the day or collect pre-ordered produce with contactless payment. The
market will be running again this month to provide essential fresh local produce to you.

Our website has some useful contact details for you during lockdown. If you need help, whether physically
with the shopping or medicines, or find yourself struggling with the difficulties and worries that may be
playing on your mind in lockdown we have the contact information to put you in touch with an organisation
that can help. Please see our Covid-19 Community Advice Page. https://www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk/covid19-community-advice-page.html

We wish you all well. Please stay safe and be kind to one another.

A big thank you to the people who came to
the Farmers Market on Saturday 25th April.
We implemented a one-way system for
entrance and exit to the Market Square
and a queueing area for each of the 6 stalls
with floor stickers at 2 metre intervals. The entrance to the market was controlled by
a staff member. This layout meant the queueing time for each stall was minimal and
people were able to get in and buy the goods they needed quickly and efficiently.
We know that there were concerns from a few people about the market going ahead
but it worked extremely well and many
local people were incredibly grateful
for it. This food market offers the
chance to shop from local farms and
small businesses in an outdoor space
where appropriate social distancing
could be implemented. Buying direct
from these traders also means that
products have been in a much smaller
supply chain and have therefore been
handled by fewer people and travelled
less than in large stores. All attendees on the day were incredibly respectful of each
other and maintained the proper 2 metre distance. We received
nothing but positive feedback from customers and traders on the
day. A similar small scale market will take place on Saturday 30th
May and we hope that local residents will take this opportunity to
buy supplies from our wonderful traders.

Happy 18th Birthday!

April marked the 18th birthday of our market but
due to the current pandemic we obviously could
not celebrate as we would have liked to. Usually an
amazing cake (like the one picture left) is created
by one of our regular traders - Cupalicious, but this
could not happen for 2020. We all hope that we
can celebrate with our wonderful traders and
customers at a later date when the situation
allows.
For updates on market plan and traders
attending please see our facebook page

A local resident, Neil Smith has set up a Facebook
group which has become a really positive way for
people to keep in touch and spread some joy. Below
he explains a bit about himself and why he started this
community group which now has over 1.2k members.
The idea of the Rushden & Higham Rainbows Group
came about whilst I was watching the news about Italy
in lockdown due to the coronavirus. The report
showed children in isolation were drawing and
painting rainbow pictures to put on their windows.
With the imminent news that we too were heading for
lockdown and the government advice regarding daily exercising, I thought that
children in the community could create rainbows to put in their window and it
would create a ’rainbow hunt’ for others to spot whilst walking for their daily
exercise.
As a single father of three and a SEN Teaching Assistant at Denfield Park Primary School, my children and the
children I work with have had a great sense of positivity, and continue to laugh and smile. Even in these
uncertain times they have shown amazing resilience which is inspiring.
It is this inspiration that led me to start the group. A place where parents & carers can share their children’s
wonderful pictures, inspirational stories, home schooling help and other positive news. I think this is
something we all need at this time. We started with just rainbows but this soon developed into different
weekly themes including animals, flowers, sunshine, smiles and VE Day.

Once life returns to normal I would like the group to continue and be a central place where local schools,
nurseries, clubs and charities can share news, promote activities and events. Local councils can promote
community events such as Higham Sparkle and Party in the Park.
As well as all of this, parents can still use the group to share positivity, feel good stories, and of course join in
discussions with other parents and carers in a private forum.

The Pavilion Youth Group
We have not been able to meet for several weeks
due to social distancing restrictions and the need to
follow government guidelines but we can not wait
to get back to the Pavilion Youth Club when things
have calmed.
We are getting ready to come back with a
bang, Please let the 8 - 16 year olds know that as
soon as the lock down is lifted, it will be Youth club
as usual on a Wednesday evening from 6pm- 9pm.
If your child is bored and wants somewhere to go
with lots of fun to be had, tell them to come and
see us.
We are still looking for new adult & young leaders
to come along and join our team or help as
committee members.
We are always looking for donations for our
tombola, raffle or nearly new sale as having these
events raise vital funds to keep the club running.
If you would like more information contact with
Nikki on 07507176719

St. Mary’s
Higham Ferrers
Easter Gardens
At St.Mary’s Higham and St. John’s Chelveston, although the churches are locked, you will find
Easter Gardens in the churchyard. Please come and look at them—by the wooden cross at
Higham, and by the porch at Chelveston. You can help these gardens to grow during this festive
season when we can’t get into church. Add a plant or flowers in a pot to the display, or a pebble,
to show how the community’s thoughts and prayers are with our country at this difficult time.
Come and see us on your daily walk.

Stay in Contact
You can also hear us throughout the week by logging onto our website

www.stmaryhighamferrers.org
There, you will be able to join in with our Service each Sunday from 9.00
onwards, as well as listening to a short podcast on demand from our
ministry team and members of the parish family every day,
Monday to Saturday.

Future Events
At the time of writing, no-one knows what is likely to happen next
week, let alone in the future. But in anticipation of better times,
the following events are planned
August: The Parish BBQ on August 16 to celebrate Higham Feast
September A Hog Roast at the Bede House, with
some special Medieval entertainment. Watch out for dates
October Harvest Lunch in the Bede House on the 4th
November: The Higham Sparkle on the weekend of the 21st.

Community Charity Rainbow Concert
Once the lockdown is over, and the Government has signalled that it is safe to assemble again, we
plan to hold a Community Charity Concert in thanks for all those who have worked to defeat the
Corona Virus. If you would like to come and sing songs of thanksgiving including “Somewhere over
the rainbow”, please contact the Reverend. Linda Bond on revlinda52@gmail.com. Proceeds to
NHS and other charities.

The Charter Book Team:
Higham Ferrers 1251 – 1914
When people kindly sponsored or subscribed to the book
commemorating the charters and the history of Higham Ferrers,
the promise was that once the costs of publishing the book had been
met, any profit after that would be given back to groups within
Higham Ferrers. This is now happening.
The first group to benefit were Higham Ferrers Archaeology & Research Society. The donation enables them
to continue to investigate the archaeological evidence in Higham. Their work over the years has continued to
provide the people of Higham with good information about those who lived in Higham many centuries ago.
A donation was made to help the young people who belong to the Higham Ferrers Rainbow, Brownies and
Guides. These groups needed additional funds to purchase the new guidelines authorised by their respective
governing bodies. These guidelines set out requirements that have to be met when their members are collecting evidence needed for badges etc.
A donation was made to ‘The Material Girls’ who, under the guidance of Fay Caddick, worked together to
create the magnificent tapestries that are now displayed in the Bede House. The Friends of St Mary’s paid for
the framing of the tapestries depicting Henry Chichele’s life, but the banner, the final part of the series, will
be framed by the Charter Book Team.
A donation will be made to a heritage project to make the area behind Chichele College accessible to the
public. Behind the College there are some barns that are used regularly but the ground in front of the barns
needs attention. It is frequently muddy making accessing the barns a slippery process. The plans are to create
a wild life area, putting in bird boxes, raised beds, and gravel paths.
So far £2100 has either been distributed or allocated. Thank you to everyone who bought or supported the
books. Your contributions are really appreciated.
- The Charter Book Team.

Criteria -

Could your group apply for funding?

* Grants will only be made to non profit organisations who meet the needs of residents in Higham Ferrers.
* Grants will not be made to cover money already spent or fund projects retrospectively.
* Applicants should be able to demonstrate how they have already raised funds on their own behalf.
The purpose of this ‘book’ fun is to enhance work that is already taking place.
The amount of funding available is dependent on the number of books sold, but is unlikely that any one
grant will be in excess of £100. To Apply, please write stating: group, name number of members, contact
details of leader, what activity/project a grant would
support, what fund raising you have already done.
Applications should be sent to;
The Higham Ferrers 1251-1914 Book Grants, Town
Hall, Market Square, Higham Ferrers, NN10 8BT

Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infant School was visited by Ofsted just before
the Coronavirus hit. We retained our Good rating and received an excellent
report form Ofsted. The Inspector said that: “Pupils like to come to this
happy school each morning. Staff model the school’s values, and are caring, respectful and friendly. The Headteacher leads the school well. She is well respected
and ensures that it runs smoothly and efficiently . (Her) high standards and caring approach
are upheld by her staff. Adults work together in the same way, so pupils feel secure. Pupils
receive a good well-rounded education. Pupils make good progress across all areas of the
curriculum. The school is very inclusive.” Look on the DfE or on our school website to see
the full report.
The school has remained open during the lockdown for the children
of key workers.

We have a few spaces for Reception children starting September 2020. If you require a place please give us a ring and contact the County Council via their online
form. When we are allowed to be open

Zooming

with Jellybean (Katie Sorrell)

During the lockdown period we have been having Zoom meetings every week (apart from one
when my internet broke!). Our meetings last for about 20-30 minutes and always end with a
story read by me. I have some keen rainbows so at the beginning of the meeting I talk about
the different interest badges that are available for them to do at home. There are 12 Interest
Badges that tie in with the girl guiding programme that the rainbows can complete at home.
In our virtual meetings we have enjoyed a colour scavenger hunt, bingo, a virtual egg hunt and
a thinking game. Girl Guiding are being very supportive with updating and bringing in new
training and support for online guiding. As well as offering opportunities that allow leaders to
adapt the meeting activities to try to continue with the girl guiding
programme. My idea behind offering these online meetings is to
keep the social side of my rainbow group, to keep a little bit of a
routine in these times and to keep them interested in girl guiding
so that they keep attending when we return to meeting together
again. Girl guiding are also advertising Adventures at Home which
is a great resource for anyone.

In spite of the current unprecedented restrictions,
artists Tamsin Edwards and Marlene Snee have
embraced the opportunity to concentrate on
creating new and exciting portfolios of work.
In these months of great uncertainty, this creative
duo are very much hoping that their Chichele
College art exhibition will be able to go ahead at the
end of June as planned, and continue to work
towards this goal.
Since retiring as a professional art tutor, Marlene
values the time to now indulge in developing her
own artistic talents. She loves experimenting, with
the looseness and exciting unpredictability of
watercolour, allowing her to create the most
atmospheric of pictures. She also greatly enjoys
using pastels to produce wonderfully realistic animal
representations, as well as painting her loose and delicate Chinese artworks.
Tamsin’s style is more structured and illustrative, enabling her to work in great detail and
intricacy. Many of her finished works are of a highly imaginative nature, combining fantasy
and surrealism to create unique images. Illustrator to several books in the past, Tamsin is
hoping to have limited edition signed copies of her most recent published work on sale.
Don’t Push Granny in the Nettles is a collaboration with professional linguist Clare Jones, to
create a humorous but educational, second in the series, book of French expressions.
In addition, spiritual artist and sculptress Michaela Cordes is planning to be exhibiting some
of her own unique abstract ink paintings, in the upstairs gallery area.
All being well, the artists will be throwing open the doors of historic Chichele College &
medieval garden in Higham Ferrers, over the weekend of 27th & 28th June 2020. This FREE
exhibition should be open from 9am until 5pm on the Saturday, and 10am until 4pm on the
Sunday, and all visitors will be most welcome. There is no onsite car park, but there is free
parking on the surrounding streets and local car parks, and pedestrian access through the
garden from Saffron Road. There is disabled access to the ground floor and gardens, and a
toilet available on request.
As with all events during 2020, everything is subject to Covid-19 virus restrictions: but the
artists very much hope that June will bring us all a little normality back into our lives.
Any cancellation of the exhibition will be posted on social media at www.facebook.com/
TamsinEdwardsArtist/ and www.facebook.com/Marlene.paintings/

Every day’s a
school day!
Educators up and down the country are teaching through challenging times and learning new
skills too. The school day is going to look vastly different, even after lockdown lifts and schools
are able to reopen to pupils.

At Henry Chichele, the school corridors are strangely quiet
and we very much miss the ‘buzz’ of the children.
Although we are temporarily closed to the majority we have
been welcoming children of key workers etc and have been
making the very most of the glorious sunshine and our
fantastic outdoor space.
The link between pupil well being and attainment has been
well documented. Our recent addition of the ‘Daily 10
Challenge’ provides the daily exercise that can link the
physical well being of pupils to academic attainment and improved classroom behaviour across
the whole school. Covid-19 has shown all of us the importance of being outside, physical activity
and social interaction - all things we have perhaps previously taken for granted!
We are still continuing our commitment to our outdoor provision and have recently, thanks to a
reprieve in the weather, completed our playground marking project . When the children do
finally return we shall have fun exploring all the new additions.
The next four of our themed barns are also in the pipeline and we are extremely grateful to the
kind sponsors of these units. We are still looking for a few more sponsors so if you would be
interested in becoming a benefactor please contact our Business Manager, Claire Griffiths
bursar@henrychichele.northants-ecl.gov.uk.
This week Mr McClymont and Mrs Hope have
recorded stories for the children to enjoy
whilst they are at home. These can be viewed
on our website or facebook page.
Finally, a reminder that, subject to restrictions
being lifted we are still hoping to hold our first
ever ‘ Keep it Local Christmas Shopping’ event
on 14th November 2020. If we have learnt
nothing else through these unprecedented
times, looking after our own is paramount. If
you do have a local trade, craft or wares to
promote please do get in touch.

Stay home, stay safe everyone.
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Who to Contact...?
Town, District and County
Councils deal with different
things. Here is a brief explanation
of who does what.

Please contact East Northamptonshire
Council regarding;

Please contact Northamptonshire County
Council regarding:

Town/Parish Council deal with

•

Building Control.

•

Education.

•

Cemeteries/Burials.

•

•

Highways/Transport/Street Doctor.

•

Local Open Spaces/parks &
Recreation Grounds

Council Tax & Business Rates
Collection.

•

Social Serivces.

•

Electoral Registration/Elections.

•

•

Libraries & Information Services.

Public Conveniences.

•

Housing Register.

•

•

Markets.

•

Registration of Births, Marriages
and Deaths.

•

Off Street Car Parking.

•

Trading Standards.

•

Grants to Voluntary Bodies.

Environment - Refuse Collection,
Dog waste, Recycling, Food Safety,
Pest Control and Noise Nuisance.

•
•

Civic Events/ Local Tourism.
Closed Churchyards.

Telephone: 01842 742000
Email: info@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk

Telephone: 0300 126 1000
Website: www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

For more information on Covid19 support services,
please visit the dedicated page on our website.
https://www.highamferrers-tc.gov.uk/covid-19-community-advice-page.html

