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Welcome to the November edition of Higham Times, you can read about many of the events that
happened over the Summer months and can plan for the early winter events, including the very
popular Higham Sparkle, which this year is on November 23rd. Please support as many of the
events as you can. If you would like any local events advertised for free in the February 2020
edition, please email them to donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk or call in to the Town Hall. Thank you
for your continued support.
Maxine Newell
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of Higham Ferrers
Town Council.

The Shrubbery Christmas Fayre
Friday 6th December
4pm to 6pm
Visit Father Christmas in his Grotto
Stalls, raffle, tombola and food
Everyone welcome
66 College Street, Higham Ferrers

Indoor Planetarium at Higham Library a
Success
The 'Indoor Planetarium' at Higham Ferrers
Library on 23rd August was a resounding
success with all sessions being fully booked.
The event organised to support the Summer
Reading Challenge would have not been
possible without the help of Higham Ferrers
Town Council who organised the funding from
the East Northamptonshire Councillor
Empowerment Funding (Cllr Harriet Pentland)
and funds raised for the Library through the
NN10 run. The Mayor Cllr Chris O'Rourke
attended the event along Cllr Angela Gardner

Our local Co-op makes a big difference
An enthusiastic team of workers from the Higham Co-op store in the
town spent a day in September transforming the Duchy of Lancaster
Barn site at Chichele College. This initiative, led by their manager Jug, was part of the Co-op
Foundation Scheme encouraging employees to support their local community.

The Co-op Team: Matt, Ben, Lewis, Luke, Kayley, Conor, Fergus, Amanda and Jug
The site was overgrown and in danger of being smothered by brambles. It has now been cleared
by the Co-op Team to develop a natural habitat for wildlife with bird and bat boxes fixed to the
sycamore trees on the advice of the Wildlife Trust based at Rushden Lakes.
As well as being a storage area for the garden, we now aim to use this space in our quest for a
more biodiverse environment at the College. Thanks to their enthusiasm, skill and hard work we
now have a manageable area to develop next year and look forward to seeing more wildlife.

Coming
soon …

For more details find us on Facebook or visit our website www.highamferrerstourism.org.uk

Chichele College Garden
A Hidden Gem

Do remember that Higham Ferrers has a community garden that is always open for everyone to
enjoy free of charge; namely the Chichele Garden.
This medieval-style garden, complete with a cloister garth and trellis, is in keeping with the time that it was a functioning college
for secular cannons founded by the town’s most famous son, Henry Chichele (circa 1422).
Our garden volunteers have been busy putting the garden to bed for the autumn and winter months. In the interests of
conservation, it hasn’t been left too tidy. We have taken care to leave flowers for those insects which continue to pollinate, hips
and seed heads for birds and other wildlife, and hollow stems in which insects can overwinter. We are ever mindful of the need
to increase biodiversity. The planting of trees, shrubs, climbing plants, flowers and herbs was chosen to reflect the medieval period
with many native species naturally serving to fulfil this aim. Native wildflowers are nurtured, particularly in the border behind the
ruin and in the Physic Border.
In the barn area next to the College garden, we have placed bird and bat boxes high
in the trees and we are delighted to have begun a cottage-style border to the side
of the building visible from College Street. During visits to the Chichele Society
Exhibition, children from the Henry Chichele School and Higham Ferrers Junior
School have been busy planting bulbs and we look forward to a lovely spring display
that can be easily viewed by the
passer by.
The Chichele College and its garden
features as part of our Town Tours
and at every Art and Heritage
Exhibition since Easter the large
gates have been opened to reveal
this hidden gem to the town. Now
well into its eighth year hopefully
most know of the garden’s
existence and we are proud to be
attracting visitors from further
afield with many more enjoying this
special place.

The garden is always open – do pay us a visit.
You can access it from the side entrance in College Street.
To find out more about the history and the planting of the garden please visit our website www.chichelegarden.co.uk

Horticultural
Happiness
Everyone was very excited by the return of the Higham
Horticultural Show which was held on Saturday 15
September at the Chichele College. This was the first show
for over fifty years with the last being held at Higham Ferrers
Working Men’s Club in the 1960s.
There were almost 200 entries across a range of categories –
flowers, fruit, vegetables, floral art, baking and children’s
classes – set out among Union Jacks and bunting.
Competitors of all ages entered
into the spirit of the event. One
lady of seventy-five, Diane,
Ready for judging
stated that she had “never done
anything like this before in my
life” and proceeded to win a First for her beautiful Bramley apples.

Proud winner

The Chequers Public House

The winner of the Best in Show
receiving the Mayor’s Cup was Mike
Groom for his perfect carrots.
Higham Ferrers Tourism wanted
to recreate the ambience of the
show held in 1943 at The
Chequers Public House (once
Best in Show Cup winner
located where present-day
Coop now stands) where money
raised was given to servicemen when they returned home on
leave during the Second
World War.

Fruit, vegetables, celebration cakes and floral displays
donated at this new show were raffled as prizes, with cakes
and cut flowers taken to the Shrubbery for residents to enjoy
and preserves sold at the Heritage Family Fun Day at Rushden
Lakes. Money raised by the raffle and sale of jams supported
the Mayor’s chosen charities.

Mayor of Higham Ferrers

Chichele College, a Scheduled
Monument, was the perfect venue
keeping the produce fresh and cool,
ensuring that they looked their best
for the many visitors who enjoyed
free entry to our treasured building
on a beautiful sunny day.
Just some of the many wonderful
comments left by visitors to the show.
• “A Great show! Please let’s have
another next year”
• “Brilliant – thank you”
• “Excellent – please have the show
again”
• “Looks a treat!”
• “Congratulations to you and your
team for organising the Higham
Ferrers Horticultural Show 2019, in
our opinion it was a great success and
we were pleased to take part in it”.
A very special visitor, Mary, whose
father was responsible for the show in
The Chequers was delighted and
exclaimed that “My father would
have loved it”.
Thank you to all those who supported
us in this new venture. Your warm and
positive comments have encouraged
us to do this again, so get planning
and growing for next year!

Special Guests from SERVE
On Wednesday 14 August a very special event was organised to
allow those who find travelling difficult, the opportunity to visit the
Church, World War One Memorial restoration and garden and the
Charter exhibition. Visitors from the Ron Manning Day Centre and
individuals from the East Northants community, some who live
alone, all enjoyed a great afternoon out finishing with a delicious
tea in the Bede House accompanied by live music.
Our guests were warmly welcomed into the church by the Rev.
Michelle and invited to take a quick tour of the church followed by
a brief overview of the World War One Memorial Project. Then on
to the Bede House to view the Charter Exhibition and a short film
made with the Higham Ferrers Junior School (on YouTube and the Charter website at
www.highamferrerscharters.co.uk), all courtesy of the Heritage
Lottery fund. Working in partnership with the Charter Project
means that all transport costs were paid for. The Afternoon Tea
was a special activity pledged to support the East Northants
Community Facility application for the Memorial Project.
This was a lovely opportunity to share the Memorial Garden, the
Church, Chantry Chapel and Bede House together with our rich
heritage with those who are unable to travel easily or are socially
isolated. A special thanks to all from the church community who
helped to make this such a warm and welcoming occasion. All
clearly enjoyed themselves.

The Henry Chichele Timeline in fabric and thread
The Friends of St. Mary’s are delighted to have played a
role in preserving this important work for posterity and,
by hanging the panels in the Bede House, allowing them
to be freely enjoyed by the community and visitors to
the town in a place most fitting to Henry Chichele.
The Timeline was created by The Material Girls, Higham
Ferrers Library Sewing Group. It is the work of eight
women: Fay, Lynne, Jean, Sandy, Sue, Sally, Lois and
Susan who has provided the following description.
“Originally intended for the Library before its proposed
closure, the banner and four panels have found a fitting
home in the Bede House. Two of the panels were
unveiled on Charter Celebration Day, 29 June 2019.
Of the two panels on display
the first (Panel Three) contains
the significant buildings in
Chichele’s life:
Top row: Winchester College,
Canterbury Cathedral, Chichele
College, Bede House
Panel Three
Bottom row: New College,
Oxford; St. David’s Cathedral;
Chantry Chapel, Higham Ferrers; portrait of Archbishop Chichele with heraldic crests; All Soul’s
College, Oxford; detail of the door at All Soul’s College; the Bedesmen and Bedeswoman.

The second (Panel Four) is Chichele’s
tomb in Canterbury Cathedral. He
was the Archbishop of Canterbury
for 28 years, one of the longest
serving.”
Many people have already visited
the Bede House to see the panels.
This has sparked a great interest in
Henry Chichele, Higham Ferrers’
most famous son.

Panel Four

Please pay a visit. The Bede House is open every Thursday from 10am until noon and is the venue
for the Farmers Market Coffee Morning held on the last Saturday of every month.
For more information on the Friends of St. Mary’s, please go to
www.friendsstmaryshigham.org.uk
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Higham Ferrers Town Hall
Market Square
Higham Ferrers
Northants
NN10 8BT
Telephone 01933 312075
Email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Opening hours
Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

@HighamFerrersTC
Follow us on Social media for all the latest news.

Facebook/
HighamFerrersTownCouncil

www.instagram.com/highamferrerstowncouncil

