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NEW AND EXCITING PLAY ON OFFER
If you haven’t already seen the new pieces of play
equipment installed at the Saffron Road play area then
make sure you come by soon and take a look. Recently
installed are a cableway, a rope swing and a flymobile. The
new equipment is proving popular with all ages and enhances
the range of play on offer for the children of
the town. Children can take a thrilling ride
along the cableway or join with friends as
they swing together on the rope or make
themselves dizzy as they spin round and
round on the flymobile. The equipment has
been funded by the Town Council, Tourism
and East Northamptonshire Council Community
Facilities Fund.

From the Editor
Welcome to the November edition of Higham Times, in this edition you will find reports of the many
events that took place during the summer and of course details about Higham Sparkle, which this year
is taking place on November 17th. A Remembrance Service will take place at the Market
Square on 11th November.
If you would like any events advertised for free in the February 2019 edition, please email them
to donna@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk or call in to the Town Hall. Thank you for your continued support.
Maxine Newell
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent
those of Higham Ferrers Town Council.

COMMUNITY CHALLENGE FOR HIGHAM FERRERS LIBRARY
In a surprise and welcome move the future of Higham Ferrers library could be assured, at least for
some months, after a plan involving volunteer staff was proposed at a meeting hosted by Higham
Ferrers Town Council in early October.
Representatives of Northamptonshire County Council met local councillors and committee
members from the recently formed Higham Ferrers Community Library Group and confirmed that
the plan to close a number of smaller libraries, including Higham Ferrers, had been paused for the
time being after a legal challenge and a new look at libraries with a view to creating the best
opportunities in each community.
The County Council has asked if there would be support for a community run library in the town.
Volunteers would be offered training and assistance with the library management system, selfservice terminals and computers. They would be working with the existing staff and operate to a
professional standard. The County Council would continue to pay the library running costs. Full
details of the County Council’s proposals are expected in early November.
The move has been warmly welcomed by committee members of the Community Library Group
who believe there is sufficient support and enthusiasm among voluntary helpers to keep the library
open in its’ existing location. The group was formed at a public meeting at the Town Hall on 10th
September with support from town councillors and staff.
Fred Frost, Secretary of the group, says “The support shown at that meeting overwhelmingly
demonstrated to the town council how much our community values a library service.”
A further meeting has been arranged for 15th October and is open to anyone interested in being
involved. The rescue plan will be explained in outline and volunteers will be asked what time and
abilities they could commit to working on a rota basis.
Meanwhile discussions are expected between Higham Ferrers Town Council and the County
Council about other community uses currently provided by the library building and, looking further
ahead, to future planning for libraries with the proposed splitting of the County into two selfgoverning “Unitary Authorities” in 2020.
For more information please contact the Secretary:
Email: mtbberks@gmail.com Phone or text on: 07983 586874

Shrubbery Christmas Fayre
Friday December 7th
4pm to 6pm
Visit Father Christmas in his Grotto
Stalls
Raffle
Tombola
Food
Everyone welcome
66 College Street, Higham Ferrers

GOOD NEWS FOR THE TOWN AND ITS CHARTERS
The Town Council in association with the Tourism Partnership has received a Heritage Lottery Grant of
£29,900 to enable the conservation of the Town Charters. Thanks to money raised by National Lottery
players, the project enables the professional conservation of the 5 Town Charters and Byelaw currently
held in the Town Hall.
The essential conservation work commences this month and will take 9 months to complete. The
conserved Charters will be stored at Northampton Record Office. However, to allow the public to view
them, digital images of the Charters will be taken. From the images full size prints of the Charters will be
framed, and alongside interpretative material, they will go on a touring exhibition in the town and wider
area next summer. The digital images will also be online through a dedicated website charting the
progress of the conservation work and essential project information.
In addition to the conservation work the project incorporates an exciting educational programme being
taken to schools, initially Higham Ferrers Junior School. A Charter week is scheduled at the junior
school for May 2019 where the children will take part in fun activities to raise their awareness and
understanding of the Charters and their historical context within the town. The week will incorporate the
children writing a script, story boarding, filming, directing and starring in their own commemorative
Charter film. They will also be developing a commemorative booklet and children’s town trail.
The Charters and Byelaw are legal documents which mark phases in the progress of self government of
the town. The Charters date from 1556 to 1886, with the Byelaw dated 1616. There were also two
earlier Charters and from copies of these we know that freedom was given to 91 people of Higham
Ferrers in 1251.

Charles II 1664

To celebrate these Charters and the town’s heritage a historical event day is planned in the town for
Saturday 29th June 2019 focusing on the medieval charters period. There will be medieval encampment
displays featuring living history demonstrations and the public will be able to have a go at medieval
trades and entertainments. The day will coincide with the monthly Farmers’ Market and the public will
experience present day market stall holders joining with medieval period traders for an unforgettable
day of sharing in the celebration of local heritage.
The Town Council and the Toursim Partnership are also providing funding for the project and are
supported by a grant from East Northamptonshire District Council.
Commenting on the award, Anna Sauntson, Town and District Councillor and Member of the Tourism
Partnership said: “We are delighted to have received this support thanks to National Lottery players.
The Charters have played a pivotal role in the heritage of Higham. It is wonderful to know that we are
not only preserving these documents for future generations, but enabling them, through exhibition and
activities in the town and wider community to now be shared with and appreciated by so many.
Jonathan Platt, Head of HLF East Midlands said “Thanks to National Lottery players we have been able
support the conservation and interpretation of these historic town charters. As well as preserving these
important documents, this project will provide an opportunity to let people know about their important
role they have played in the development of rights that local people still enjoy today.”

Charles II Charter

Higham Ferrers/Raunds-Hachenburg Twinning
Association
Boats, Barbecues and Buddies…
In August, 31 members of the Twinning Association from
the local area set off for the twin town of Hachenburg in
Germany. The party was a mixture of people who had been
several times before and some who were visiting for the first time. We all received the
usual warm, friendly welcome from our hosts when we arrived after the journey across
Europe.
The highlight of the weekend was a cruise on the Rhine from Bacharach to Rüdersheim
with its fairy-tale castles set among the vineyards on the high, steep hills along the river.
The warm sunny weather added to the magic of the experience. In Rüdersheim the more
adventurous in the party undertook a cable car ride up to the Niederwald memorial, and
were rewarded with stunning views over the Rhein valley. Back in Rüdersheim there
was a Wine Festival to enjoy, complete with traditional band in the market place. The
day ended with a meal (and liquid refreshment!) at a traditional brewery in Lahnstein.
Our last day in Hachenburg was spent relaxing with our hosts at a barbecue in woods
outside the town, where delicious home-made fare and beer from the local brewery was
enjoyed by all.
All too soon we wished our German friends goodbye, and we now look forward to
welcoming them to Northamptonshire next
year. The photos show the English and
German friends just before our departure
from Hachenburg and the ‘Higham Ferrers
Square’ sign in the town.
If you would like to know more about the
Twinning Association, please contact the
Secretary, Kay Gillespie (01933-624776,
kayg25@talktalk.net)

Higham Ferrers Footpath Group
Higham Ferrers Footpath Group was set up to walk our local footpaths and
bridleways and to help keep them in use for future generations to enjoy.
We normally have a walk on the first and
third Sunday of each month (and the fifth
if there is one).
We also have summer evening walks and
occasionally midweek.
There is a printed programme to be found
in the local library or you can follow us
on Facebook which gives all the up to
date information.
Please come and join us if you’d like to
get out in the fresh air with a friendly
group.
Our walks include fields and footpaths so wear stout footwear and bring
waterproof clothing in case of wet weather. Bring a drink and a packed lunch
on day walks. Walkers are requested to leave dogs at home. Always respect
people’s property and follow the Countryside Code.

Our next walks are as follows:
Sunday 4th November

Meet Saffron Road car park Higham Ferrers for car sharing
Time: 09.40
Admission Free
Contact information: 01933 624387
6 mile walk from Hargrave
Sunday 18th November
Meet Saffron Road car park Higham Ferrers for car sharing
Time: 09.15
Admission Free
Contact information: 01933 622895
6.5 mile walk round Southwick Woods
Sunday 2nd December
Meet Saffron Road car park Higham Ferrers for car sharing
Time: 09.15
Admission Free
Contact information: 01933 314032
6 mile walk from Little Brington

News from Rushden & Higham Ferrers Town Manager
The Higham Ferrers and Rushden Heritage Family Fun Day took place on Sunday 16th September
at Rushden Lakes, the fun filled day was held as part of the annual 10 day Nene Valley Festival
and also as a part of the National Heritage open weekends. The event was supported by Rushden
Lakes and brought together a family day out together with an opportunity for new visitors to learn
all about the heritage and history of the local towns.
Local businesses from Rushden and
Higham Ferrers were invited to have a
stall free of charge at the event. Over 35
local businesses and community groups
were pleased to be able to take up this
opportunity and attended on the day,
feedback has been extremely positive
from all parties.

Bobby's Butchers

A “Shop Local in Rushden and Higham
Ferrers High Streets” booklet
containing over 48 redeemable
discount vouchers was produced in
September. Over 1500 booklets were
given out to visitors at the Heritage
Family Fun Day, a further 500 booklets
have been distributed amongst the
shops on both High Streets.

The entertainment on the day included
performances from Rushden Town Band,
medieval fun and entertainment,
heritage displays, family activities and a
chance for the Higham Chichele Society
to launch their fascinating, illustrated
timeline of Higham Ferrers plus an
excellent chance to browse the local
business stalls.

Other giveaways handed out on the day
included approximately 500
promotional shopping bags containing
interesting local literature aimed to encourage new visitors to come and explore the nearby
towns.
The aim of the Heritage Family Fun Day was not only to raise awareness of all that is available in
Higham Ferrers and Rushden but also to showcase the local heritage and offer a snippet of
information about the local history.

Splash & Dash Challenge Event at Rushden Lakes
The Splash and Dash event took place at Rushden Lakes on Sunday 30th September and saw local
teams of 6 racing in KataKanu’s across the lakes. The event was organised by Rushden based
Spurgeons Children’s Charity, in partnership with Rushden Lakes and Canoe2. Some local
businesses supported the charity event and took up an opportunity to have a business stall for the
day.
Best Dressed Shop Window Competition
It is nearly the time when many of our shops and businesses will be
preparing for Christmas and dressing their windows with festive
displays. We hope you will come into town and vote for your
favourite window and help the winning business receive a certificate
and a “People’s Choice” trophy for being the “Best Dressed
Window” in the town. Voting forms will be available from Saturday
17th November at all participating outlets and the Town Hall. In
addition to the “Peoples Choice Award” we will have a “Mayor's
Choice Award”. Winning businesses will receive a trophy and
certificate which will be awarded by the Mayor at the Christmas
Farmers Market on Saturday 22rd December.
Rushden Lakes Community Notice Board
Please remember the community notice board near the visitors centre at Rushden Lakes is
available for local community groups to promote local events and activities; the board is updated
on a weekly basis if you have an event you would like advertising, please forward a copy of your
event poster to info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
Higham Ferrers Business Page
Don’t forget we have a Higham Ferrers Business Page on face book
www.facebook.com/Highamferrersbusinesspage If you like and follow the page we can keep you
up to date on local business promotions, offers and updates.
I can be contacted on 07398 986951 or emailed at julie@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk if you would
like any further information.

Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infant School
An Open Day for children who will be starting in Reception in September will be held on
Thursday 8th Nov 2018 9.30-10.30
If you wish to come along, please call the office on 01933 312904 to reserve a place to come
and have a look around the school and the opportunity to ask any questions.
We look forward to meeting you.

Hall Hire at Higham Ferrers
Junior School
Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infant
School
Mrs Susan Batchelor one of our longest
serving members of staff is retiring at
the October half term. Mrs Batchelor has
been a Lunchtime Supervisor at our school
since 1990 so 28 years of service. She has
supported a huge number of children
through the lunch hour and seen many
changes. Everyone at the school wishes
her a happy retirement.

We have a large sports hall, a
smaller community hall and an
outdoor sports area, all available
for hire during the evenings and
weekends.
Ideal for regular group meetings
or one-off parties or events.
Please call the school on 01933
312748 and ask to speak to
Julie.

A nation of shopkeepers!
We were delighted to start the new academic
year with ‘class market stalls’; each one colour
themed and coordinated with the
appropriate year group! The
concept is to provide a ‘go to place’
for the children to enable them to
take greater responsibility for their
own problem solving. The Parent,
Teacher Association (PTA) has fully funded this unique
enterprise, for which the school is extremely grateful.
Ofsted (March 2016) said of us ‘This is a school that lives its
vision’ – ‘Everyone Working Together for Lifelong Learning’
The children are delighted with the resource and are having
great fun with their maths already.
Parents of children due to start school in September 2019 are very welcome to view
the school, we are always happy to accommodate a mutually convenient date and
time. Please telephone the school office 01933 352850.

SPOTTED – BLUE HERITAGE PLAQUES!

Have you seen these blue plaques appearing on buildings
with an interesting fact about the building or its history?
There are now 14 on various buildings which link up with
the recently updated Heritage Trail. This is part of a larger
project to promote the heritage of Higham Ferrers and
encourage more visitors to the town. In addition it will
enable residents to learn more about their local area
The plaques have been funded in part by a grant of £3500
from East Northamptonshire Council Community Facilities
Fund and in part by the Town Council.
Copies of the Heritage Trail are available from the Town
Hall and the Library.

SERVE- Memory Café
Our new Memory Café at Memory Lane Tea Rooms provides a safe,
comfortable and supportive environment for people with dementia and
their carers to come together and share experiences.
As well as the great activities our café offers, it also gives carers and
people with the dementia a chance to get information, advice and talk to
others in a similar situation.
A place to socialise and join in with our activities, music and much more.
Every Thursday 2:30-4pm
Free of Charge | Free transport | Booking required
Contact SERVE on 01933 315555 or email info@serve.org.uk

Higham Ferrers Chichele Society
The Higham Chichele Society’s 2018 Exhibition held in
Chichele College recently was a great success. It was held
over two weekends late September and early October with
school visits during the
week. A display by Mr
Geoff Moore (First World
War History Group) of
Higham men who served
during the war and Mr
Walker’s collection of local
advertisements were both well received. The timeline
attracted great interest and will be displayed at other
Higham events. A number of the Bedesmen and the
Bedeswoman also attended over
the weekends and there was a
display by Hifars (the
Archaeological Society).
The Chichele Society hold their
meetings at The Bede House, they
start at 9.30 and new members are
always welcome. The admission
charge is £3 and this includes refreshments. Speakers for the next
three months are;
November 30th - The Castles of England & Wales Colin Ray
December 7th - Sex, Drugs & Tape Worms – Kevin Varty
January 25th 2019- The Secrets of Operation Bernard – Steve Dimmer
Did you know that Higham Ferrers has a youth club?
It's called The Pavilion Youth Club, it's held in the sports Pavilion opposite the skate park on Vine Hill Drive.
Wednesday evenings, including school holidays.
6pm to 7.30pm 8 to 10 years
7.30pm to 9pm

11 to 16 years

It's 50p to join in with all the activities.
There's a pool table, table tennis, art & crafts, games, cooking, indoor & outdoor activities, listen to music or just
chill and relax. Water games in the summer. There's a tuck shop with lots of sweets & drinks.
We are looking for Leaders.
Do you have any spare time to come along and help out running activities or could you teach them something new, one
Wednesday evening a month? School leavers…did you know volunteering looks good on your CV?
Nikki Roberts, Manager/ Leader, The Pavilion Youth Group 0750717619

Events coming soon …
Christmas Sparkle
Visit Father Christmas in Santa’s Grotto
Saturday 17 November 10am–4pm (gates close at 3.30pm)
Santa has agreed to take time
from his busy schedule with help
from his elves to bring the
Christmas spirit to Higham
Ferrers early.
Tickets to see Santa are £3.
Every child receives an age
appropriate gift.

Come and visit our sparkle
wonderland at Higham
Ferrers Working Mens Club
during the Christmas
Sparkle on Saturday 17th
November.
Christmas Family Film Night
at the Bede House
Featuring Paddington 2
Friday 7 December
Doors open at 6.45 pm and the film
starts at 8 pm.
Tickets £10 (include a Fish and Chip
supper)

Read about our annual events
that you may have missed …
Brass on the Grass
A rescheduled Brass on the
Grass on 19 August was a little
later than originally planned this
year; still a crowd of 150+ and a
few canine friends enjoyed
picnics in the sunshine in the
grounds of Chichele College
listening to a variety of music
from the Raunds Temperance
Band.
Despite having a set list, the band
were persuaded to play ‘Happy Birthday’ to two members of the
audience much to their delight and embarrassment!
All proceeds from this event have been donated to the upkeep of the medieval
style gardens of Chichele College.

Jazz night at Chichele College Friday 10 August
with Amy Roberts and Richard Exall
The ever-popular Jazz duo returned to
entertain a crowd of 70+ on a beautiful
summer’s evening with their take on
Jazz classics.
All proceeds from events held at the
College are donated to the upkeep of
Chichele College Gardens.

Read about our annual events
that you may have missed …
Garage Sale Saturday 25 August
The weather was very kind this year to the 46
stallholders across Higham Ferrers who sold on
their pre-loved items to bargain hunters who
purchased their ‘treasure’ maps from the
Market Square.
The Neighbourhood Garage Sale takes place every year on the last Saturday
of August. If you would like to hold a sale next year, please contact Liz on
07766 406298 to register your plot and be featured on the map. There is a
charge of £5.

Can you help us?
We are looking for support in all areas
to keep historical Higham Ferrers a
vibrant and beautiful town to be proud
to live in and welcome visitors to.
Please lend your support by help setting
up events, clearing away, baking a cake,
serving tea or coffee or offering your
time – many hands make light work!
Please contact Liz Brown on 07766
406298 or Alison Wilkinson on 07901
334045 or visit our Facebook page.
We look forward to hearing from you.

@HighamFerrersTC
Follow us on Social media for all the
latest news.

Facebook/
HighamFerrersTownCouncil

Higham Ferrers Town Hall
Market Square
Higham Ferrers
Northants
NN10 8BT
Telephone 01933 312075
Email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Opening hours

Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

www.instagram.com/highamferrerstowncouncil

Higham Ferrers Town Council would
like to say a huge thank you to our
community for the donation of over
1000 handmade poppies for our
Remembrance display. We were
overwhelmed by the positive response
to this community project and think
Higham Ferrers will look spectacular
this November to mark the centenary
Remembrance.
Donations were received from the
local schools, youth groups, care
homes, knitting and sewing groups and
several amazingly generous
individuals. Thank you!

The Mayor writes for Higham Times
This has been a somewhat busy period for me as your mayor. I have attended many delightful events over the summer
and have had the honour to meet so many lovely people, who do so much for the local community.
One of people I met was HRH Princess Anne who had come to Higham Ferrers to meet the many people that are involved
with the Save the Children charity in and around our area.
The ladies had gathered in the Bede House and had put on a magnificent display of memorabilia going back some 50
years, the flags were flying and the children from Little Steps nursery were enthusiastically waiving flags that they made
themselves. There was a selection of cakes and sandwiches fit for a King or Princess as it turned out, a local business had
done the town proud.
HRH arrived and received a posy of flowers from a little girl, and she made her way down the line of awaiting dignitaries.
She had said to me that her helicopter ride was a little turbulent due to the winds, but she was comforted that it had not
messed up her hair style.
What was really lovely to see was the time she spent with the ladies and gentlemen who spend so much of their time
organising events for Save the Children to raise money for the cause. After giving an inspiring speech and congratulating
everyone who had attended she went off to her next engagement.
Now the year is moving on swiftly and with the leaves dropping from the trees I guess we should all start to think
about Christmas. Well as you may already be aware Higham Ferrers has its Christmas Sparkle on 17th November. This is
going to be a day packed with fun and lots to do for the family. I will be there turning on the lights, so please come
along and support the town is a great not to be missed event.
I wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas and a very happy new year.
Cllr Jason Smithers
Mayor of Higham Ferrers

TENNIS LESSONS
in HIGHAM FERRERS
& RUSHDEN
Join us at
FERRERS & RUSHDEN TENNIS CLUB
for child and adult tennis lessons.
Your first group lesson is FREE
and we provide all of the equipment free of charge.

All sessions are taught by fully qualified,
insured and DBS checked LTA tennis coaches.
For more information, please contact:
Nigel Willard – 07946 734377
nigel@nigelwillardtennis.co.uk
www.nigelwillardtennis.co.uk

Elected Council Members
Cllr Mrs A Gardner
Redley.ang@gmail.com

Cllr H L Jackson
bertljackson@btinternet.com
01933 314963

Cllr C P O’Rourke
Deputy Mayor 2018/19
Mrchris0206@btinternet.com
01933 411472

Cllr D Drage
davedrage@talktalk.net
01933 410884

Cllr Mrs V M Newbery
valnewbery50@gmail.com
01933 311062

Cllr Mrs A M Sauntson *
annasauntson@outlook.com
01933 357212

Cllr Mrs S A Mantle
sheilamantle@hotmail.co.uk
01933 356838

Cllr B A Prigmore
Bap1957@hotmail.co.uk
01933 386225

Cllr P Tomas
peter.tomas@btconnect.com
01933 359688

Cllr R J Gell *
rgell@eastnorthamptonshire.gov.uk
01933 359237

Cllr J Smithers **
Mayor 2018/19
jsmithers@northamptonshire.gov.uk
07779 137081

Cllr D C Lawson MBE
dereklawson34@gmail.com
01933 397760

Cllr A M T Reading
anthony@reading-family.com
01933 411361

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting*
pamwhiting@btinternet.com
01933 356717

Cllr Mrs C Reavey
01933 413173

Cllr R D Hamblin
01933 413268

* District Councillor –
East Northamptonshire Council
** County Councillor –
Northamptonshire County Council

Christmas Farmers Market

Saturday December
22nd

December's Market will have
live Christmas music to add to
the festive atmosphere!

Market Square, Higham
Ferrers 9am to 1pm
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