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From the Editor
Welcome to latest edition of Higham Times, in this edition you will find lots of news about events
happening around the town throughout the summer months. Throughout the summer there are many
free exhibitions and music events at Chichele College, the children from the Nursery and Infants school
have hidden rocks , so look out for them. There is a new Heritage Trail leaflet with lots of information
about Higham Ferrers, leaflets can be picked up from many of the high street shops and the Town Hall.
If you would like any events advertised for free in the November 2018 edition, please email them to
Danielle@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk . or via the Town Hall. Thank you for your continued support.
Maxine Newell
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent
those of Higham Ferrers Town Council.
Market Dates for
2018
July 28th
August 25th
September 29 th
October 27th
November 24th
December 22nd

FARMERS MARKET
Higham Ferrers Farmers' Market is held in the historic market square between 9am and 1pm on
the last Saturday of each month except in December when it is moved to the last available
Saturday before Christmas.
Our Farmers Market is accredited to the FARMA ASSOCATION is a very successful monthly
market, with over 20 stalls each offering something different.
The produce varies from Aberdeen Angus beef, eggs and vegetables, to Italian peppers, free range
poultry, pork in all its forms in addition to pickles, pies, cupcakes, craft beer, olives, baklava, fruit
and honey, preserves, traditional bread, plants & cheese.
When you visit the market you are able to purchase fresh produce direct from the stall holders
and ask any questions with regards to the provenance. They are always willing to offer you their
advice and even some recipes.
The FARMA association visits and inspects the market to ensure it complies with a strict set of
rules and to ensure that all the stall holders are operating within the rules.

Annual Report 2017/18
The total income for the Council in 2017/18 was £495,642 and the expenditure £393,048.34. The
breakdown of where the income came from and how it was spent is shown in the charts below year.
The Council make event effort to obtain grants for projects they are undertaking, and funds were received
from East Northamptonshire Council Community Facilities Fund and Councillor Empowerment monies.

Expenditure 2017/18
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What the Council did in 2017/18
•
Castle Fields -Further clearance works were undertaken in the moat
by Trust Conservation Volunteers.
•
Christmas Sparkle –The 2017 event was again very successful and
attracted more people than ever. Plans are already underway for this
year and the date is 17th November 2018.
•
New Play equipment – A new multi play unit and agility trail was
installed at Saffron Road Play Area. This replaced the wooden
equipment which had come to the end of its useful life. The design of
the new equipment was chosen following consultation with the School
Council at Higham Ferrers Junior School. I officially opened the use of
the equipment.

•

Saffron Moat-During the summer a new interpretation board was installed by the Saffron Moat. This
was partially funded by the Cllr Empowerment Funds from Cllr D.C. Lawson MBE.

•

‘Welcome to Higham’ Signs -To improve the entrances to the town 4 new ‘Welcome’ signs were
purchased and installed. These include brown tourist symbols to promote the important heritage our
town has to offer.
Building next to the Tennis Courts As the funds are not yet available for a new building next to the
tennis courts, a temporary building has been purchased to provide toilets and changing facilities for the

•

tennis club and schools and any other groups that use the tennis courts and MUGA.

•

MUGA Improvements I officially opened the new equipment at the MUGA on 26th September. New
goals and basketball hoops have been installed along with the ‘Innovative Street Snooker’ Children
from Higham Ferrers Junior School took part in a workshop led by Mark Hawkins who represented
Team GB at Handball. The facility was funded by a grant from the e Community Facilities Fund at East
Northamptonshire Council.
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Upgraded Streetlighting In November the streetlights in the Market Square were upgraded. The
Town Council had contributed to the cost so that heritage lights were installed rather than the standard
lights provided by the County Council.
Town Guide A new Town Guide was produced in 2017. This included information about groups in the
Town, Services, halls to hire as well as shops and businesses. Each household received a copy and
they have been flying off the shelf at Rushden Lakes, which has meant that a reprint was needed.
Rushden East The Council has 1 representative on the Rushden East Board which is working with the
developer to masterplan the site for up to 2500 homes on the other side of the A6. Consultation on the
masterplan is expected to take place in 2018.
Charters A small group from Higham Ferrers Tourism along with several councillors continues to work
on the project for the Council to restore the charters and produce copies and information on them for
public use. The first bid for funding to the Heritage Lottery was unfortunately unsuccessful. The bid is
being rewritten and this will shortly be resubmitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Greenway As part of the Community Plan the Council is committed to extend the Greenway from
Queensway to Kimbolton Road. Finalisation of the drawings and costings took longer than expected.
This project has now received £40,000 of grant funding and some S106 monies, so with £15000 from
Council funds, work is progressing to deliver this project.
Common Land at the end of Mallard Close Works have being undertaken to improve and tidy the
land at the end of Mallard Close. A play area is planned to be installed here with funding from 106
money from David Wilson Homes.
‘Dogs off Lead’ area. A Dogs Off Lead area has been provided on the Town green land on the other
side of the A6. Another piece of the Town Green to the front of Glebe Farm is subject to legal
proceedings to get the land back into public use.
Community Building/Sports Pavilion The Council is at very early stages of drawing up plans for a
new community building to replace the current sports pavilion.
Rushden –Higham Link - To ensure the continuation of the service, the Town Council has continued
to subsidise the service to the tune of £55616. The subsidy is to continue in 2018/19.
Planning. The Council has considered 59 planning applications over the last 12
months.
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Let’s Co-operate
Staff from the High Street Cooperative store in Higham
Ferrers have been busy
working in the community. In
liaision with the Town
Council, the Co-op staff
volunteered their time in the
cemetery. They sanded down
the wood and metal work on
the public seats and are giving
them a new lease of life with
a lick of paint. Some of the
older and unattended graves
in the cemetery have been
weeded and tidied. The
Mayor, Cllr Jason Smithers,
met with and expressed
gratitude to Jug Hoggs, the Branch Manager, and her staff, for their time and hard work and
hopes they will continue with their volunteer work in the town. The Co-op are keen to help
in the community and have a membership scheme that earns rewards, not just for the
customer, but also community groups. To find out more about the membership scheme and
how you can help the community call into the store and ask a member of staff about the
scheme.

Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infant School
Mrs Carole Watts is retiring from Higham Ferrers
Nursery and Infant school after 21 years! All the staff
and Governors want to wish
her well and thank her for all
her hard work over those
years and an extra special
thank you for all the
wonderful Christmas staff
buffets - we will especially miss her
chocolate tiffin!!
All the best for the future Carole.

The 1st Hig ham Ferre rs S couts took part in a litter pick on
Wednesday 1 3th June a s arrang ed throu gh the Tow n Council.

Save the date!
Friday 26th Oct

at Ferrers School, Higham Ferrers
Tickets on sale from

Serve, 19 Church Street,
01933 315555

Sept at £10pp
Vote on your favourite local celeb dancers
to win the trophy, £1 a vote!

Monthly walking group
11:30am Abington Park cafe
all welcome, free!

Friday 20th July
Friday 17th August
Friday 21 September
For more info contact Rachel:
01604 719193
www.nab.org.uk
Registered charity No. 201240

News from Rushden & Higham Ferrers Town Manager
Higham Ferrers Heritage Trail
The new Higham Ferrers Heritage Trail has now been
printed; it is available from many local outlets including
the Town Hall, the Library and Rushden Lakes. We are
holding a launch of the new booklet as part of the
Summer Fun Day which is happening on Sunday 22nd
July, 11am to 4pm at Saffron Road Recreation Ground.
Please come along pick up a copy of the heritage trail
and test the family on their knowledge of local heritage
by taking part in our summer competition. There are
prizes to be won and lots of interesting facts about the
rich heritage of Higham Ferrers will be learnt along the
way. Competition forms are available from the Town
Hall throughout the summer.
Heritage Family Fun Day
As part of the annual Nene Valley Festival (15th to 23rd September) celebrating the natural and historic
assets of the Nene Valley and linking with the National Open Heritage weekends (6th to 9th and 13th to
16th September) I am organising a Heritage Family Fun Day on Sunday 16th September. The event taking
place from 10am to 4pm at Rushden Lakes will see an array of interesting local information,
performances from Rushden Town
Band, fun entertainment, displays,
activities and a chance to meet Nemo
the water musical instrument that
featured in the performance of Nene
by Northampton Music and
Performing Arts Trust.
Any local businesses or community groups that would like to take part in this event please do get in
touch as soon as possible. Please visit our website for further information and updates. For information
about events taking place at a variety of venues from Northampton to Peterborough as part of the Nene
Valley Festival please see www.nenevalley.net
Rushden Lakes Community Notice Board
Please remember the community notice board near the visitors centre at Rushden Lakes is available for
local community groups to promote local events and activities; the board is updated on a weekly basis if
you have an event you would like advertising, please forward a copy of your event poster to
info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
Higham Ferrers Business Page
Don’t forget we have a Higham Ferrers Business Page on face book
www.facebook.com/Highamferrersbusinesspage If you like and follow the page we can keep you up to
date on local business promotions, offers and updates.
I can be contacted on 07398 986951 or emailed at julie@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk if you would like
any further information.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE CARERS
NATIONAL LOTTERY CONNECTING COMMUNITIES PROJECT
Northamptonshire Carers have been fortunate in securing a contract to develop links with local
Communities, helping to build resilience and improving the lives of unpaid Carers and those they
care for. Our aim is to help to bring Communities together particularly in rural and hard to reach
areas providing information, advice and support.
One in three of us are or will be a Carer at some point in our lives. There are an estimated 70,000
unpaid Carers in Northamptonshire where they may be juggling work, education and other
commitments and often struggle with health problems of their own.
We will identify and train volunteer ‘Carer Champions’ and provide support in setting up new
groups, Carer Cafes, wellbeing sessions and pop-up information hubs. We really want to forge new
channels of communication with existing and new Community projects.
This is a hugely exciting piece of development work for Northamptonshire Carers. We look forward
to working within Communities - raising Carer awareness and identifying and supporting so many
more unpaid Carers championing all of the unpaid and unseen work they do 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week and in turn helping to reduce isolation, loneliness and lack of resources.
If you would be interested in becoming a ‘Carer Champion’ and helping to provide a link within your
local community we would love to hear from you.
For more information about Northamptonshire Carers or the Connecting Communities project
please contact Jakki Evans Hughes on 01933 677837 or Email jakkie@northamptonshire-carers.org

Higham Fer rer s Chic hele Society
Meetings are held in the Bede House and start at 9.30. Admission is £3 , includes refreshments, with a £3
yearly subscription. New members always welcome.
♦ September 28th
♦ October 26th
♦ November 30th

More than a name on the Memorial
David Livingston
The Castles of England and Wales

Richard Gell
Gloria Wright
Colin Ray

The Chichele Society annual exhibition is being held at Chichele College on 29th & 30th September and
6th & 7th October. This year the display will feature Victorian Higham including the Charter, buildings
and people . Also the History Group will be holding WW1 Centenary display on the same dates.

Did you know that Higham Ferrers has a youth club?
It's called The Pavilion Youth Club, it's held in the Sports Pavilion
opposite the skate park on Vine Hill Drive. It's on a Wednesday evening 6 9pm including school holidays. It's 50p for joining in with the activities.

What's on offer?
There's a pool table, table tennis, art & crafts, games, cooking, indoor &
outdoor activities, liston to music or just chill and relax. Water games in
the summer. There's a tuck shop with lots of sweets & drinks.
We fund raise to keep the club running.
If you have any items that you would like to donate to the youth club for a
tombola or raffle we would appreciate it.
Below is a piece that was written about the youth group by one of the young
leaders Sam, set in the 1960s
Hello my sweeties,
Let granny indite to you a tale of candy and fun!

There was once a lovely lady leader called Nikki, who had a smile the size of the moon! She ran a small youth

club at the Pavilion where all of the other children played nicely. They were all kind to one another and enjoyed
long happy evening's of summer fun and joy in the spirit of profanity and brotherhood. Also, There was a silly

man called Simon, who was sometime a little grumpy, but caring for all he did and all he met. Sam was the most
handsome and amazing person you will ever meet.

Was defiantly the whole truth and nothing else There were more lovely leaders called Louise, Jane, Janice, Katie
and young leaders grace, Kelise and Evie who all extremely were vocally articulate but had their moments.

The youth club commences at 6pm on Wednesday and finished at 9pm that very same evening every week, much
to the delight at overjoyed street urchins that graced the presence of leaders.
And that was the story of The Pavilion youth club

We are looking for Leaders.
Do you have any spare time to come
along and help out running activities
or could you teach them something new,
one Wednesday evening a month?
Nikki Roberts, Manager/ Leader,
The Pavilion, 0750717619

1st Higham Ferrers Girls’ Brigade
Oh! We do like to be beside the seaside!
On Saturday 23rd June, 3 coaches left
Northamptonshire full of Girls’ Brigade members,
heading for the sunny seaside town of Hunstanton.
Our mission was to build 125 sandcastles to celebrate
125 years of Girls’ Brigade in England & Wales. Along,
with groups from Northampton, Wollaston,
Wellingborough, Rothwell & Kettering, Higham
Ferrers were blessed with perfect weather for
messing about on the beach.

We paddled in the sea (or fell in!!), shared a picnic
lunch, played games on the beach and sat on the
seawall eating ice-creams. It really was a
day filled with fun, friends and fellowship!!

We have had two great evenings recently, visiting Pets @ Home in Rushden learning about
how to care for our pets and a
fantastic time at Animals in Need
– Maxicare, Wellingborough
spending time with pond fish,
chickens, pigs and a giant tortoise
named ‘Sherman’!! We thank
them both for their hospitality.

We are finishing off another great year with two annual events; our ‘Family picnic’ will be at Stanwick Lakes this
year, and a favourite with our Girls – Treasure Hunt around Higham Ferrers and visit from the Ice Cream Lady
concludes the summer term.
As a youth group which has its roots deep in the town and the surrounding areas, we thank you all for your support
over the past 12 months, especially the parents of our girls, Hope Methodist Church and local establishments which
have welcomed us on visits to their premises.
If you are looking for the ideal group for your daughter to attend from September – why not get in touch with
Higham Ferrers Girls’ Brigade? With lots of fun, friends and fellowship to enjoy on a Thursday night – she would
have a great time!!
Contact: Lisa Adams adams95@btinternet.com or 01933 313417

MAYORS’ CHARITIES RECEIVE A SHARE
OF £2835
On 14th June Cllr Peter Tomas distributed the
funds he raised during his Mayoral year which
concluded in May 2018. During the year he
hosted several events and raised the grand
total of £2835. He supported charities which are
all involved in supporting victims of cancer.
Macmillan Nurses, Prostate Cancer
Organisation and Crazy Hats all received £945.
Macmillan in Northamptonshire who are
pictured with the Mator said:- “We are so
grateful to Peter Tomas and all involved in
raising this generous donation, and it will go a
long way to help us support people living with
cancer. £945 could fund a Macmillan Nurse for
nearly a week, helping people with the medical,
emotional, practical and even financial effects
of a cancer diagnosis. Macmillan’s mission is to
reach absolutely everybody who hears the
news they have cancer, and this money is
going to get us even closer to that vision.”

Cllr Peter Tomas presenting a cheque.
Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infant
School.
Launching soon 'Higham Ferrers
Rocks'
Each child in school has decorated a
rock and these will be displayed to
parents in School on Friday 13th
July before the children take them
home and hide them around
town. We hope they will put a smile
on people's faces when they find
one! We are asking people to re-hide
the
rocks
for
others
to
enjoy. Children from the Nursery
and Infant School will be getting out
and about in Higham Ferrers over
the summer and seeing how many
rocks they find. There are some
lovely art prizes donated by
Colemans for the winners.

Therapy Centre

Could YOU be our next Tearoom….…
New Specialist Bathroom Open
Full bathing facility with ceiling hoist
and bath chair, carer on hand
1hr (Own transport) £14

Tuesdays or Thursdays
Please pop in or call us on 01933 315555 email us at
cso@serve.org.uk

1hr (Transport inc) £19.20

01933 315555
76 Upper Kings Avenue, Higham Ferrers, NN10 8JZ
Caredepartment1@serve.org.uk
www.serve.org.uk

The Mayor writes for Higham Times
I would like to say I’m well and truly into my mayoral year now. I have been visiting
many wonderful places, and meeting so many interesting people along the way. It’s
without doubt such an honour to represent the people of Higham at the many events
that I have attended.
For those of you that listen to BBC Radio Northampton you will have had to tolerate
the rather tone deaf attempt of myself and a few selected others recreating the John
Barnes football rap in aid to support the England football team. I’m pleased to say the
BBC Radio and BBC Look East came back only this time we had masses of children
from the Ferrers School and Higham Juniors. Wow they did so well! We sang Three
Lions (Footballs Coming Home) live on radio and it sounded really great. The school
children, mums and dads, members of the public all sang their hearts out, rallying our
support to spur on the England football team. It was a great event put together
quickly and it was great to receive so much support from you guys living and working in Higham Ferrers.
I’m guessing by now most of you will have had some information dropped into your letterbox about the reforming of
local government. In a nutshell the 8 councils work in a two-tier system to run services. This means the main
services are split up so: Northamptonshire County Council (County Council for short) runs services for residents
across the county, like education, social care for children and adults, highways, and some environmental
services. Corby Borough Council, Daventry District Council, East Northamptonshire Council, Kettering Borough
Council, Northampton Borough Council, South Northamptonshire Council and the Borough Council of
Wellingborough run ‘local services’ for residents in their areas, like housing, planning, waste collection, revenues
and benefits, and leisure services
The amount of Council Tax levels people pay is set by each of the councils every year for their area. Each council has
a political leader, a Chief Executive or Managing Director and local councillors. There are also lots of Parish and
Town Councils like us in Higham Ferrers, which look after different services and cover towns and villages.
The government has written to all 8 councils asking them to come up with a new way of working by the end of
August 2018. The plans must show that services will be improved, councils will get more out of their money (called
value for money) savings will be made control and big plans (called a strategy) will be stronger and last for a long
time, there is support for the plans .The population in any new council area is a lot more than 300 thousand people.
The 8 councils in Northamptonshire talked to each other and the government and they have made a plan to replace
the 8 councils with 2 new Unitary Councils. North Northants Unitary Council to cover the areas that are now covered
by East Northamptonshire, Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough Councils. West Northants Unitary Council to cover
the areas that are now covered by Daventry, Northampton and South Northamptonshire Councils.
Although the 8 councils have come up with a possible plan to set up 2 new unitary councils they will not decide what
to do until people and organisations in Northamptonshire have their say. After 22nd July 2018 the 8 councils will
look at what people and organisations have said and decide if setting up 2 new unitary councils still sounds like the
best plan or if any better idea has come up. Any new idea would still have to stick to the government’s rules. At the
end of August 2018 the councils will decide whether to send a report to government. If they do, then the
government would then decide on any final plan. It would take a while for any new councils to be set up and the
government would need to take steps to put the plans into place. If the plan for 2 new unitary councils is chosen
then the aim is for these councils to start in April 2020.
So it’s important you have your say in this matter. You can look at a web site called Future Northants by going
to: https://www.futurenorthants.co.uk/ You will be able to fill in a questionnaire to give your opinion.
So changing times I guess, lets watch this space and see what happens from here on.
Finally, the hot weather is with us, hasn’t it been fantastic? I guess lots of you will be off on your summer holidays
soon, basking on sun-drenched beaches, enjoying your summer break. So, on that note I will thank you for reading
this and look forward to meeting many more of you throughout the summer months, and wish you all the best.

Jason Smithers Mayor 2018- 2019

Elected Council Members
Cllr Mrs A Gardner
Redley.ang@gmail.com

Cllr D Drage
davedrage@talktalk.net
01933 410884

Cllr Mrs S A Mantle
sheilamantle@hotmail.co.uk
01933 356838

Cllr A M T Reading
anthony@reading-family.com
01933 411361

Cllr H L Jackson
bertljackson@btinternet.com
01933 314963

Cllr Mrs V M Newbery
valnewbery50@gmail.com
01933 311062

Cllr B A Prigmore
Bap1957@hotmail.co.uk
01933 386225

Cllr J Smithers **
Mayor 2018/19
towncouncil@jasonsmithers.co.uk
07779 137081

Cllr Mrs P H Whiting*
pamwhiting@btinternet.com
01933 356717

Cllr C P O’Rourke
Deputy Mayor 2018/19
Mrchris0206@btinternet.com
01933 411472

Cllr Mrs A M Sauntson *
annasauntson@outlook.com
01933 357212

Cllr P Tomas
peter.tomas@btconnect.com
01933 359688

Cllr Mrs C Reavey
01933 413173

Cllr R D Hamblin
01933 413268

Cllr D C Lawson MBE
dereklawson34@gmail.com
01933 397760

Cllr R J Gell *
rgell@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk
01933 359237

* District Councillor –
East Northamptonshire Council

** County Councillor –
Northamptonshire County Council

@HighamFerrersTC
Follow us on Social media for all the latest
news.

Facebook/
HighamFerrersTownCouncil

www.instagram.com/highamferrerstowncouncil
Higham Ferrers Town Hall
Market Square
Higham Ferrers
Northants
NN10 8BT
Telephone 01933 312075
Email info@highamferrers-tc.gov.uk
Opening hours

Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Henry Chichele School
Our PondArea
In conjunction with Moulton College Year 5 have helped to build a pond area in the school grounds.
The vision statement for the school is 'Everyone Working together for Lifelong Learning' and this
project is just one of the ways the school achieve this aim. Local building merchant HIGGINS,
Irthlingborough kindly helped by supplying materials for the project.

Before the project started

This is how it happened…
November 2017
Year 5 children were invited to visit Moulton College for the day. The
children took part in different activities before presenting their ideas
to some of the students and lecturers.
The children looked around the animal welfare department. They saw
merecats, porcupines, monkeys, tortoises, snakes and lizards.
The children were helped to build and paint bird boxes, ornamental
flowers and name plaques from wood.
After lunch they presented their ideas to the lecturers and students.

June 2018
Michael and a team of students from Moulton College went to Henry Chichele for four days to
make the project happen.
These are some of the jobs the children participated in:
• Sanding down the octagon
• Sanding down the bridge
• Weeding and cleaning up
• Preparing a site for a new school sign
• Designing, creating and installing a brand new sign.
• Preparing a site for slate pieces to be laid
• Painting
• Managing new projects
• Installing flowers, bird boxes and name plaques.

This is what it looks like at the moment… (June 2018)

CHICHELE COLLEGE
Events coming soon …

brought to you by Higham Ferrers Tourism,
Business and Community Partnership

This summer brings two more live music events at the Chichele College,
brought to you in partnership with Higham Ferrers Town Council.

BRASS ON THE GRASS
SUNDAY 29 JULY 3–5PM
Take this opportunity to relax and enjoy the
Raunds Temperance Band playing their favourite
tunes in the beautiful Chichele College Garden.
Just bring your own picnic and picnic chairs to
make it a truly memorable afternoon.
FREE ENTRY

Richard Exall and Amy Roberts
Friday 10 August
The ever-popular jazz musicians, Richard and
Amy, are returning to Chichele College to play
for us again.
Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start. There will be
a licensed bar too, so you can enjoy a drink while
listening to this talented duo.
FREE ENTRY

More summer events at Chichele College …
Archaeology Allsorts – 28–29 July
Organised by HiFARS, the Higham Ferrers Archaeology and Research
Society. Displays of artefacts and local history – bring your finds along for
identification by the experts. See www.hifars.org.uk for more details.

Chichele Society Exhibition – 29–30 September
& 6–7 October
A display of Victorian Higham, including the Charter, buildings and people.
Plus, a WW1 Centenary display by Higham Ferrers WW1 History Group.

Artisans Day – Sunday 5 August
Watch artisans at work, opportunities to ‘have-a-go’, and buy beautiful,
unique items including jewellery, leather goods, furniture and artwork.

Exhibitions by local artists
16–20 August Maureen Forde, Marlene
Wlodarczyk, Wendy Elliott & Co | Printmakers
exploring traditional & contemporary techniques
featuring a range of original art work.
25–26 August Sarah Javanius and Flower Jubber
| A shared exhibition of watercolours & collages
by two MA Fine Art graduates.

Admission to all events is FREE.
See www.highamferrerstourism.org.uk or visit our Facebook page for
the latest information.

GARAGE SALE REMINDER
We are holding a Town-wide Garage Sale on Saturday 25 August.
If you would like to hold a sale, please contact Liz on 07766 406298 to
register your garage and be featured on the map. There is a charge of £5.

Higham Ferrers Tourism,
Business and Community Partnership
Read about our annual events that you may have missed …

CHICHELE GARDEN FAIR – May 2018
Hundreds of people enjoyed the Chichele Garden
Fair held in the beautiful medieval style garden at
Chichele College, Higham Ferrers. There was
something for all garden and nature lovers with
plants and garden-related items for sale and lots of
information from organisations such as the Wildlife
Trust and National Gardens Scheme. Accompanied
by the church bells in the morning and sunshine in
the afternoon, visitors were also treated to a display
of Scarecrows showing Higham Ferrers through the
ages. These were created by Year 6 students of
Higham Ferrers Junior School and Henry Chichele
Primary School.
The work of the finalists of our annual Art
Competition, generously sponsored by Colemans,
was on display in the College building to include
Little Steps Day Nursery, Higham Ferrers Nursery,
Infants and Junior School, Henry Chichele Primary
School and The Ferrers School on the theme of Our
Heritage. In addition, the College featured an
exhibition by the Northamptonshire Gardens Trust
on Humphry Repton, the last great landscape
gardener of the Eighteenth Century in this, the two-hundred-year anniversary
of his death.
With children’s activities organised by Podington Wyevale Garden centre and
SERVE, and refreshments to include Pimms, all ages were catered for at this
eagerly awaited annual community event.

SECRET GARDENS OF HIGHAM FERRERS
June 2018

Many hundreds of visitors enjoyed a warm but breezy afternoon in the Secret
Gardens of Higham Ferrers. A dozen keen gardeners threw open their
garden gates across Higham Ferrers for the enjoyment of the public together
with the lottery funded garden in the grounds of historic Chichele College
which is now maintained and improved by volunteers.
The gardens ranged in size and style from cottage
style to landscaped, some in their infancy and
some with mature shrubs and beds.
Many took the opportunity to break the stroll
round by sampling a Pimms or gin cocktail or
enjoying an ice cream in a selection of the
gardens. We had very positive feedback regarding
the new style maps which helped everyone find
the gardens either on foot or by car.
We thank all our
‘secret gardeners’ for
their time and hard
work in making this such a successful annual
event. All proceeds from the maps sales will go
towards the plants for the flower troughs,
fountains and baskets in our town.
Like to open your garden next year?
If you enjoyed the event and are inspired to open
your garden for next year’s event, please contact
Liz Barnatt on liz.barnatt@gmail.com for more
information.
Find out more …
For more photographs of the event and
information about our future events please visit
www.highamferrerstourism.org or find us on
Facebook.

