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 MINUTES OF THE HIGHAM FERRERS ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 8TH 
MARCH 2022 AT THE TOWN HALL, HIGHAM FERRERS 

PRESENT: 
Cllr Mrs C Reavey (Mayor) - Chairman for the meeting 
8 Town Councillors 
1 Unitary Councillor 
2 Town and Unitary Councillors 
4 Members of the Public 
Alicia Schofield (Incoming Town Clerk) 
Emily Arrow (Assistant Clerk) 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
Apologies were received from Cllr Pam Whiting, Cllr Gary Salmon, Cllr Paul McCann and Cllr
Peter Tomas.

2. MINUTES OF THE 2021 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING.
The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 11th May 2021 were approved as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman.

3. MAYOR’S REPORT.
Cllr Mrs C Reavey gave the following report:-

This has been another strange year with the pandemic remaining such a big part of our lives
but with the Government lifting all remaining legal restrictions as part of the recently
announced ‘Living with Covid’ plan I’m pleased to see life return to more familiar ways.

The Town Council started this year meeting on zoom, with our last Annual Town Meeting 
held over zoom. In May we were able to hold Mayor Making and several meetings in the 
Bede House before moving back to the Council Chamber. After working from home with a 
sole member of staff in the town hall, moving to working in bubbles, the staff are now back 
to pre-covid arrangements and are working daily from the town hall, with the exception of 
one staff member whom we are supporting working from home at present due to their ill 
health. 

In May we welcomed Cllr Bone, Cllr Salmon and Cllr McCann to their first Council meeting, 
with Cllr Kelly and Cllr Prosser being co-opted the following month. Thank you to our new 
and existing councillors for all the work they have done this year.  

66 planning applications have been considered. 

Rushden East decision is awaited on the outline planning application. Along with a decision 
on the outline application for 500 homes and employment development at Knights Farm.  
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Just beyond the parish boundary decisions are also awaited on: 

• Construction of 133 homes, Shirley Road, Rushden 
• Construction and operation of the broiler rearing unit, Bedford Road, Rushden 

During the pandemic the Town Council has worked closely with East Northamptonshire 
Council and now North Northants Council to support the Higham businesses, particularly the 
High Street. This included information on grants available and the current COVID 
restrictions.  North Northants Council launched the Supporting your local High Street 
Campaign ‘Hi Street’ in 2021 and the Town Council assisted with displaying marketing 
material locally.   

The Town Council were awarded £6021.24 from the Welcome Back funding secured by 
North Northants Council. This enabled the following initiatives to support businesses, 
encourage visitors and shoppers to Higham Ferrers: 

Update Higham Ferrers Town Guide and Make interactive 
Make Higham Ferrers Heritage Trail Interactive 
Christmas Sparkle - Funding for added value and extra safety measures – barriers, 
portable foamex board sanitiser units and snow machine 
Business networking event with all Higham Businesses and shops. Opportunity to engage 
and support. Funding to cover room hire and light refreshments. Relevant speakers 
invited - Breakfast and lunchtime sessions 
Social Media Training for Businesses to cover:- 

• Top tips how to improve 
• Content Planning 
• Growing following 
• Facebook groups 
• Use of Instagram 
• Create a closed group where weekly message are sent to help each other and 

give tips 
Two sessions – Day and Evening 2 and half hours each 
The trainer is a Higham business 
Consultant for 3 months social media marketing campaign for the Council to run to 
promote the town. This started in January. We already had film footage that was filmed 
in August including drone footage to use as part of the campaign. 
Promotional Bags, bottles and pencils for Higham Ferrers 

 

This is the final year of the Charter project. The Audio Town Tour app was launched in May. 
This audio described walking tour provides a fascinating glimpse into the history and main 
treasures of our beautiful medieval town.  As you listen you will be skilfully guided on your 
walk around the town by 3 local narrators, Richard Oberman, Paul Needle and Revd 
Michelle Dalliston.   
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In August a dedicated evaluation and celebration evening was held at the Duchy Barn 
Garden. I attended alongside project volunteers and we considered questions related to the 
projects impact, achievements and lessons learned.  

The final element of the project is the installation of an interpretation panel in the Market 
Square. To one side of the panel will be the town heritage trail and to the other a timeline of 
the charters outlining the rights and privileges they bought to the people of the town.  The 
extended research and design for the charter panel has taken the charter group some time 
but it is pleasing that the panel is now in production.   

19th September 2021 saw the return of Heritage Day held at Rushden Lakes. This was 
organised jointly with Rushden Town Council and funded by Rushden Lakes and Nene Valley 
Festival grant funds. Despite the weather it again proved very popular with visitors to the 
Lakes.  

October saw Council declare a Climate and Ecological Emergency and commit to supporting 
North Northamptonshire Council achieve its target of making the Unitary area carbon 
neutral by 2030. A working Group has been formed to plan, research and recommend local 
action that can support their target.  

As Mayor of Higham Ferrers I unveiled the 3 carved chairs from the felled oaks of the 
Chowns Mill roundabout scheme at Nightingale Way play area on the 22nd November. It was 
lovely that children were able to attend from the 3 schools who took part in the competition 
for nature themed designs to decorate the backs of the chairs. One chair has a giant acorn 
seat, the second a conker base and the third a hazelnut. Some 100 entries were received 
and the woodcarver Carrie Yuen and I had the difficult job of choosing the 30 winning 
designs to be carved into the chairs.  

As part of the scheme project I was fortunate to have been gifted 4 small carved items from 
the felled oaks. 3 of these are part of a silent auction and the other is being raffled to help 
raise funds for my Mayoral charities.  

This year we were able to hold our traditional Christmas Sparkle. The event ran well and it 
was lovely to have the fair, stalls, staged entertainment and the crowds of people back in the 
town centre. The town also sparkled with the return of a Christmas Tree and the yarn bombing 
made a popular re-appearance.   
 
At the end of January the first phase of improvement works at Riverside Park commenced 
with the clearance of the brambles on the island area that has the public footpath running 
through it to the bridge over the A45. It is pleasing the council has received positive feedback 
following these works. It has made a big difference, the area is lighter, brighter, drier and 
more accessible and safe.    
 
On 3rd February I attended as Mayor the civic funeral held for former Councillor and Mayor, 
Mick Beesley. He was a dedicated Councillor for 12 years until May 2015 and served as 
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Mayor in 2007/2008, carrying out his duties with pride and great respect for others. Mick 
was elected as a Bedesman to the town in 2008 and later received the honour of being 
appointed as the Prior to the Bedesman. Mick was born in Higham Ferrers and was a well-
liked member of the community, a true gentleman who will be greatly missed. 

On the evening of 18th February I was privileged to present to former Councillors Derek 
Lawson MBE and Richard Gell the Honorary Freedom of the town.  

DEREK CHARLES LAWSON MBE 
In 1964 a young Derek Lawson was elected to the then Higham Ferrers Borough Council. He 
saw the formation of the East Northamptonshire District Council which led to Higham 
Ferrers becoming a Town Council. Derek is the longest serving member of the Town Council 
with over fifty-seven years service. His knowledge of local government is vast, and his 
experience is second to none, this has proved invaluable to many as he is always on hand to 
give good sound advice when needed. Derek was a member of the East Northants District 
Council for over twenty years, where he was Chairman 1987-88 . He was also a Member of 
the Northamptonshire County Council for forty years and Chairman 2007-8. Derek was Vice-
Chairman of the Police and Crime Panel which was part of the Northants Police Authority 
before the position of the Police and Crime Commissioner was created. Among Derek’s 
other long list of achievements are Chairman of the Board of Governors at both the Ferrers 
School and the Henry Chichele School. He held the position of Chairman of the TASH 
(Towards a Safer Higham) Panel, being involved in the campaigns for “Yes to Rushden Lakes” 
and played a big part in the Chowns Mill Roundabout Improvement scheme. He was also 
heavily involved in the preparation of the Higham Ferrers Neighbourhood Plan. Derek has 
been a very well respected Mayor of Higham Ferrers on three occasions, and the Leader of 
the Council for five. For all his years of commitment to local government, I am delighted to 
say that Derek’s work was recognised when he was awarded a well deserved MBE in 2007. 
 

RICHARD JOSEPH GELL  
Richard was a member of the Town Council for over 37 years, serving firstly as a 
Conservative Councillor before going Independent. Richard stepped down in 2019 but has 
always kept the connection with the Council through his role as the Parish Tree Warden. 
Over the years his advice has proved to be invaluable. Being very involved with the 
Greenway Project, he played a big part in the extension through to Kimbolton Road. He 
advised on the Interpretation Boards, not only along the greenway but also the new 
Nightingale Way play area. For several years he was the Council's representative for the 
Angling Association, and despite admitting that he knew little about fishing itself he was a 
tremendous help to them with all the improvements made along the river, and being a 
member of the Ramblers Association, he was involved with the improvements to the Wharf 
Road Pocket Park. I doubt there is a public footpath in the Town that Richard could not give 
you the VC number for. Richard was elected to the East Northamptonshire Council in 1999 
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where he served until the recent disbandment. He was part of the Planning, Licensing and 
Scrutiny Committees. He also tended the Council flower beds, and could often be seen 
tending to the dahlias, making sure there were no weeds. Richard has been Mayor twice, 
once in 1983-84 and again 2015-16 when he played a very active role and was very well 
respected. I doubt that there are many local people that Richard doesn't know, but he will 
always say hello and have a chat. Being a mine of information, you could ask him a question, 
and if he didn't know the answer, he will always find it from his endless books, press 
cuttings and photographs, some going back many years, and would love telling you about 
them.  
 
Other projects this year worthy of mention include:- 
 

• The extension to the Greenway phase 2a was finished.  
 

• We entered a peppercorn lease with Snowdon Homes for the community room at 
the library building. The room is being equipped and furnished and will be available 
for hire from us soon.   

 
• Bonded mulch was laid to replace the old wetpour under 3 of the pieces of play 

equipment in the play area at Saffron Road Recreation Ground.  
 

• The path to the tennis courts and portacabin was re-surfaced. 
 

To end my report I wish to thank the staff for their hard work and dedication to the Council. 
We will all be very sorry to see Sandra retire from the Council after ten and a half years as 
our Town Clerk. Sandra has been a true role model to the other staff members and no-one 
can question her dedication and passion for the council and the town and the skill and 
expertise she has bought to the work and projects delivered.  

I wish Emily and Alicia good luck as they settle into their new roles and look forward to 
welcoming a new member of staff soon to the vacant Administration and Communication 
Officer position.  I have my fingers crossed for Donna so she may soon be able to join the 
staff back at the town hall.  This year we also gave a warm welcome to new Park Warden, 
Stephen Bridge, to work alongside Chris Spring.  

Thank you. 

4. REPORTS FROM PRINCIPAL AUTHORITY COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Ms H Pentland gave the following report: - 
Dear Residents, 
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REPORT TO HIGHAM FERRERS ANNUAL TOWN MEETING: 
North Northamptonshire Council has been running for almost a year and therefore this 
meeting gives us the perfect opportunity to outline the work we have been doing as your 
representatives since last May. 
Since last year, we have collectively attended almost 800 meetings and events, responded 
to 1000s of emails, telephone calls etc. and provided monthly reports to the Town Council 
on our work. 
 
In the interests of keeping this report brief, we will bullet-point below some of our key areas 
of work: 

• Liaising with Northamptonshire Police regarding local issues, including anti-social 
behaviour. 

• Meetings with Northamptonshire Highways to push for improvements incl. Co-
op bus stop, Kimbolton Road crossing, double yellow lines, potholes along the 
High Street & more. 

• Meetings with NNC regarding the Greenway; its maintenance and expansion, 
incl. getting involved with litter picking. 

• Pushing for the completion of the repair works to Chichele College. 
• Corresponding with housing providers regarding the upkeep of disused spaces. 
• Meeting with residents regarding planning applications, such as the Shirley Road 

application. 
• Regular correspondence with the Town Council. 
• & much more! 

 
More broadly, North Northamptonshire Council recently approved its first full budget 
following public consultation and scrutiny. This provides a range of services to residents and 
businesses across the area, including care to vulnerable adults and children, education, the 
disposal and collection of waste, household waste recycling, economic development, 
tackling climate change, housing and support for the homeless. 
Each month, a range of committees meet from Executive Committee to planning. As 
members of various committees, we have engaged fully, highlighting the views of local 
people. 
NNC provides an extensive range of day-to-day services and bulleted below is a snapshot of 
this: 

• Secured millions in funding for a range of projects 
• Provision of free school meals during the holidays 
• Coordinated the response to COVID-19 locally 
• Supported local businesses through grants 
• Financial recognition of carers’ hard work 
• Improvement work to cycling & walking infrastructure and bus services 
• Over 2000 trees planted as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy 
• £1million to tackle climate change 
• Support for Afghan refugees 
• & much more which can be viewed on the council’s website! 

 
As you can see, a lot of work has been going on and if we covered everything we have been 



DRAFT

doing, we’d be here all night but should you have any queries please do not hesitate to get 
in touch! 
 
Best wishes, 
Harriet, Jennie and Bert 
 
Councillor Jennie Bone 
E: Jennie.bone@northnorthants.gov.uk 
T: 07979 764120 
Councillor Bert Jackson 
E: Bert.jackson@northnorthants.gov.uk 
T: 01933 314963 
Councillor Harriet Pentland 
E: Harriet.pentland@northnorthants.gov.uk 
T: 0300 126 3000 
 
5. REPORT FROM HIGHAM FERRERS TOURISM 
Liz Barnatt, Chair of Tourism, gave the following report:- 
HIGHAM FERRERS TOURISM AND COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 2021-2022 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to report on the activities Higham Ferrers Tourism has been 
involved in over the past year and our plans to support the community over the next year. 

During the early part of this last year due to Covid restrictions we were not able to hold any 
events but once everything opened up a little we felt we could start to organise some of the 
events the community and wider public have enjoyed over the years.  

The rebuilding by English Heritage of the walls at the Chichele College meant that we could 
not use that for our Art Exhibitions and Music evenings and Carol will report and update you 
on that shortly.  

After much discussion the committee decided that Higham Tourism should concentrate 
mainly on three weekends of events with one or two smaller events during the last 6 months 
of 2021. 

The first one was in July and was the Opening of the Duchy Barn Garden by the Mayor 
followed with an afternoon and evening of Music. Fynnius Fogg in the afternoon and then 
Richard Excel in the evening and on Sunday in partnership with St Mary’s Church, the Raunds 
Temperance Band performed Brass on the Grass in the Churchyard. The weather was perfect 
on both days, the Duchy Barn Garden was full of people having a drink and enjoying the music 
and on Sunday the church served Strawberries and Fizz with again lots of people having a 
great time. 

We then followed with the Big Bank Holiday Weekend at the end of August holding the Garage 
Fair on the Saturday morning, Hidden Gardens on the Sunday afternoon (when we had more 
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visitors than programmes so extra ones had to be quickly printed) and the Covid Creations Art 
Exhibition in the Church with paintings  from many of the artists who had previously exhibited 
in the Chichele College, and lots of exhibits from local contributors to include school children. 
The Covid Creations was open for the entire weekend and bank holiday Monday with St 
Mary’s Church again providing tea and cakes on the Sunday and then on Monday the Naafi 
Van arrived in the Churchyard serving the public with refreshments. 

Sparkle was the third weekend event with Santa’s Grotto held in the Duchy Barn Garden, the 
children visited Mr and Mrs Santa, they had lots of fun being entertained with animals made 
from balloons, visiting the Nativity scene and the Elves did a great job helping Santa. All the 
tickets had sold out by about 2.30pm. 

The three weekends were a great success and in between we held a Quiz Night and a 
Christmas Wreath Making Workshop both of which we have been asked to repeat again this 
year. 

We are pleased to say that these events and donations enabled us in 2021 to cover the cost 
of Public Liability Insurance, provide all the planters and troughs in the High Street and on the 
Market Square, all the Christmas Trees on the High Street and support the Chichele 
Management Team in all the work they do on the Duchy Barn Garden and Chichele Gardens. 

We have lots of plans for 2022, it will be 20 years on 17th September 2022 since the 
inauguration of Higham Tourism  and  throughout those years it has been their aim to work 
for the community and make Higham Ferrers a better place to be and we are very pleased 
and willing to work in partnership with other groups: The Chichele Society, Friends of St. 
Mary's Church , Gateway Club, HiFARS and most recently, Higham Working Men's Club. 

 
Our big project this year is to replace all the Christmas Trees as many of them are getting a 
little tired and have been on display in the High Street over the Christmas period for at least 
fifteen years. We hope to replace about one hundred trees therefore this will cost a 
considerable amount. To try and achieve this we have a calendar of events which can be found 
on our website and on social media and any form of local donations would be very welcome 
as apart from this we will be raising funds for the rest of the projects which we support every 
year, the Public Liability Insurance, Troughs and Planters which I have mentioned previously.  

We will also be Celebrating the 600th anniversary of the foundation of Chichele College by 
Henry Chichele and again the full programme is being published on our website and events 
will be announced through social media.  

Thank you for your time and hopefully I have given you a small picture of the work done by 
Higham Tourism and I will now hand you over to Carol who will update you on the Charters, 
The Duchy Barn Garden and the Chichele College. 
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Carol Fitzgerald gave the following report:- 

Town Charter Project 

This is almost at an end – just waiting for the installation of a Charter timeline on the Market 
Square to complete a major Heritage Lottery funded project working in partnership with the 
Town Council. Considered a great success in terms of saving the town’s precious Charters, 
sharing these Charters and their significance with the community and bringing so many 
groups and individuals together in completing our mission. Certainly, a spur to more 
heritage and community ventures to include making films. Huge thanks to Alicia for her 
diligence, skill and commitment to this worthwhile project. 

Duchy Barn Garden  

Some may be familiar with this new garden created mainly as a result of Covid. There is a 
film available on You tube. Basically, Higham Ferrers Tourism joined forces with the 
Gateway Club and HiFARS to create a community garden working all through the pandemic, 
even when only two people could meet, culminating in its Grand Opening by the Mayor in 
July 2021. 

Use of the site with four storage barns has been granted by the owner, the Duchy of 
Lancaster who fully support our plans and have donated money towards the garden. We 
found it very useful at our Charter Project Evaluation evening last summer and there are 
plans to have several events there to include the Gateway Club, HiFARS, SERVE and the 
general public this year as we celebrate the 600-year anniversary of the Chichele College. 

Chichele College 

Closed for almost 14 months as the result of a substantial wall collapse and need for 
extensive repairs, we welcome the prospect of it opening once again by Easter. Chichele 
College, a Scheduled Monument, is a free to enter site managed in joint partnership with 
English Heritage and many of our activities as an organisation take place within the 
remaining building and the medieval style garden. Under the umbrella of Higham Ferrers 
Tourism we have a dedicated Chichele College Management team comprising 
representatives of Tourism, HiFARS, the Chichele Society, Friends of St. Mary’s and the 
Gateway Club. This new dawn and a 600-year anniversary combine to raise awareness of 
this valuable site still further. The intention is to optimise its benefits to a wider and more 
diverse audience being designated for activities that are socially inclusive. There are 
opportunities to enjoy nature and heritage in addition to offering a place of respite and 
reflection. During lockdown, before the collapse of the wall, it offered both solace and 
recreation for many. We have a strong link to the Gateway Club for adults with learning 
difficulties with the creation of the adjoining Duchy Barn Garden and look forward to their 
use of the whole site and its facility for socialising and recreation. We intend to also include 
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visits from clients using SERVE, many being elderly, living alone and some with mild 
dementia. 

The site has parking for the disabled, wheelchair friendly access and a toilet block adjoining 
the College building to include one for the disabled user.  

Our main Project this year is Chichele College: Bringing 600 Years of History to Life and we 
are intent upon applying for support from Nenescape, the Duchy of Lancaster among others 

Aim: To make the site and its history more accessible to a wider range of people with a view 
to celebrating its 600th Anniversary and improving a sense of wellbeing at this special site 
through visits, activity, and community involvement. 

Outcomes for Heritage 
 
• Raise Awareness through a series of events celebrating the 600th anniversary 
of Chichele College to include local schoolchildren 
• Displaying children’s and young people’s art on the theme of Henry Chichele 
in May to accompany the Chichele Garden Fair  
• An exhibition on Henry Chichele with a focus on the buildings he bequeathed 
to the town, to include the Bede House which also celebrates this year, 600 years 
since its foundation, with interactive activities for all ages 
• To establish a gateway from the Chichele Garden to the Duchy Barn Garden 
to link the historical connections so clearly evidenced not least with the recent 
discovery of bee boles at the end of an ancient North wall currently separated by a 
boundary with a bricked-up gateway. 
• Regular openings of the Chichele College building and adjoining Duchy Barn 
Garden with displays, excavations, and artefacts.  

 

Outcomes for the Community 

• A party to mark the 600-year celebration with music and food for the whole 
community accompanied by the Henry Chichele Exhibition and children’s artwork 

• A visit by those unable to easily access heritage sites, by SERVE (many of whom 
are isolated and elderly) with a view of the exhibition in the building and a picnic 
in the garden  

• A Horticultural Show following in the footsteps of the self-sufficient secular 
canons 

• Increased volunteer involvement in the care and maintenance of the buildings 
and garden and the sharing of its history and the history of the town (part of the 
legacy of the Town Charter Project) 

6. REPORTS FROM CLUBS AND GROUPS IN HIGHAM FERRERS 
Steve Roberts, Secretary/Treasurer for Ferrers and Rushden Tennis Club, gave the following 
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report:- 
Annual report for 2021/22 from Ferrers and Rushden Tennis Club 

The club has experienced an encouraging year bearing in mind the effects of covid in 
common with most sports clubs. After months of no or very little tennis club activity, club 
sessions and matches gradually recommenced in April 2021 and normal club 
operations resumed. The resultant casualties of that inactivity were (1) loss of a few players 
who I think got out of the habit of playing tennis during lockdowns, and (2) loss of funds 
arising from lack of subscriptions and fees during those periods. Fortunately, the player 
issue appears to be rectifying itself through recruitment and the funding shortage was 
alleviated by generous waiving of court hire charges by the Higham Ferrers Town Council 
along with the Lawn Tennis Association refunding one year’s club subscription. We are 
extremely thankful for this support which certainly helped to keep our financial head above 
water. 
 
Our junior coaching campaign continued during the year and programme extended from 
Easter Holiday camps through weekly coaching sessions and summer holiday camps through 
to October half term. The coaching was well supported with about 20 children attending 
regularly from across the local community. For those parents who wished to stay and watch 
the coaching, we were able to supply tea and biscuits to help their concentration! 
 
Club tennis sessions are still held on Sunday mornings throughout the year and Wednesday 
evenings in spring and summer. These are very well supported although we can always find 
room for new members who are made to feel most welcome to what is generally believed 
to be a very friendly club. The mixing and matching of the players attending enables playing 
with everyone against everyone and this seems to stop cliques developing and enables new 
members to settle in. 
 
Performances in the two summer leagues in which we compete have been good with the 
three mens teams finishing in mid table in their respective divisions. In the winter league, 
the Mens team has not done quite so well and looks to have been relegated although the 
final league table has yet to be drawn up. Unfortunately, the ladies and mixed teams have 
not played for two years because of the loss of some match players due to relocation/ 
retirement/ university attendance. It is with great pride that I report that one of our 
members, Gary Cox, played in the wheelchair National Championships at Shrewsbury and 
won the singles and doubles championships. A truly wonderful achievement! Keep 
watching, because I think there’s more trophies to come! 
 
One final note of thanks to the Council for arranging improvement of the pathway to the 
tennis courts and the club house forecourt. These have made access to the courts much 
safer for everyone, especially wheelchair users, and the outcome is much appreciated by 
everyone who attends. In addition, I am pleased to say that the tennis club is in good health 
financially and structurally and should enjoy good times in the future. 
 
Stephen Limbert, Secretary for the Higham Ferrers Town Bowls Club, gave the following 
report:- 
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Outline of 2021 Season  
- Conducted a short Facebook push with a few paid Facebook ads to raise the profile of our 
club. We picked up 10 new members as a result of this which was the most in recent years.  
- We had our 75th anniversary. Due to ongoing Covid issue this was a subdued affair 
restricted to members of the club. We held a barbeque with fun bowling on the green.  
- We purchased a new mower as the existing mowers are a few decades old and not 
reliable. It has a cartridge system that allows the club to keep the green in better condition 
without having to pay for an outside contractor. We use Turfcare.  
- We continue to win most of our club matches against much bigger clubs. For our Saturday 
inter-club matches we have gone fully mixed which most clubs are happy with as they too 
struggle at times to put out a same gender team.  
- We won three Northants Bowls county competitions. Jenny Dempsey won the ladies over 
55 competition. Steve Norman won the Secretary/Treasurer competition. Brian Hickman, 
Doug Gilbert & Steve Limbert won the Executive trophy. Our best year ever!  
- A decision to update our club shirt was voted on and the winning design will be used in 
2022. As part of this we also voted on whether to stay will grey trousers or move to black. 
The vast majority favoured moving to black so that’s the new strip for 2022.  
 
Looking to Achieve in 2022  
- Continued full programme of inter-club matches, county matches & internal competitions.  
- The club will open for bowling on 23rd of April.  
- We are planning to open the club house Monday to Friday to promote more social bowling 
on an ad hoc nature.  
- An open day is planned for Sunday May the 29th to encourage new members and this will 
be supported by a social media push. We are going to continue with a much reduced 
membership fee of £30 for the first year which is less than half price. This allows for 
unlimited bowling at no further cost.  
- Two new members joined us late last year and they are Bowls England accredited bowls 
coaches. They have agreed to provide their time free of cost so looking to put together a 
structured coaching programme this year.  
- We have commenced replacing the edging boards with the first side being completed last 
week. Finances won’t allow us at this time to do all four sides, but we expect to get them all 
done by the end of the 2023 season.  
- We will be holding a President’s Day on 21st of August where we will invite 6 other local 
clubs.  
 
Membership Fees  
- AGM for subscriptions on Sunday 3rd of April at midday  
 
- Adults £65, Seniors £55, Juniors £12, Social £10  
- New Members £30 for the first year. 

Barry Spencer of the Riverside Wharf Angling Association, gave the following report:- 
• Membership is overall down, as expected, but steady. 
• The Angling Assocation have cut up a number of felled trees to prevent them being 
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used for vandalism, or being rolled into the water. They are looking to buy a chainsaw 
so they do not have to rely on members bringing their own to carry out this work. 

• They are having a sonar survey done to scan for the levels of fish in the lake – there 
are reports that otters have been seen in the area and may be decreasing the fish 
population. 

• They continue to monitor the Riverside Park and surrounding areas. 
 
7. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM. 
Nothing was raised.  
 
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 
 

Chairman 

Date  




