
 

 

MINUTES OF THE HIGHAM FERRERS ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 10th MARCH 2020 AT THE TOWN HALL 

MARKET SQUARE, 7PM. 
 

PRESENT: 
Cllr C P O’Rourke (Mayor) - Chairman for the meeting 
9 Town Councillors 
1 Town Councillor/District Councillor 
1 District Councillor 
2 Members of the Public 
Sandra Mitcham (Town Clerk) 
Alicia Schofield (Assistant Town Clerk) 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
Apologies were received from Cllr D C Lawson MBE, Cllr P Tomas, Cllr Mrs S Mantle 
and Steve Roberts of the Tennis Club. 
 
2. MINUTES OF THE 2019 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING. 
The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 9th April 2019 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

3. MAYOR’S REPORT. 
Cllr C P O’Rourke gave the following report: 

Good Evening, I am Chris O’Rourke, the current Mayor. To my right is the Town Clerk, Sandra 
Mitcham and to my left the Assistant Clerk, Alicia Schofield.  
 
First of all I would like say thank you to David Drage who stood down in May Last year. This 
was his second term as a Councillor, having previously served 8 years and being Mayor in 
2006/07. Welcome to the new Councillors, Nigel Brown, Vijay Paul and Barry Spencer. I would 
also like to thank Pam Whiting and Anna Sauntson who stood down as District Councillors in 
2019. Anna had served on the District Council since 1999 and Pam since 2003. Peter Tomas 
and Bert Jackson were elected to take their places on 12th December 2019. Finally there were 
also staff changes during the year with Julie Morriss retiring in June after 12 years with the 
Council. She has been replaced by Emily Arrow.  
 
Christmas Sparkle 

This years event was again a great success.  Despite a few logistical issues on the day the event 
was enjoyed by the public and numbers did not drop despite the damp weather. There were 
activities at the Methodist Church, Higham Ferrers Tourism were based in the Working Men’s’ 
Club, whilst the Church ran activities at the Bede House and the Church.  The Victorian theme 
included a visit by Queen Victoria. There was a ‘Best Dressed Shop Window’  competition 
which was won by Willow and Gray. The Mayor’s choice was BMW Home Improvements Ltd. 
A further 5 motifs on the street lights were added to the Christmas lighting Plans are already 
underway for this years event and the date is set for 21st November 2020. 
 
 
 



 

 

The Town Charters 
The Town Council in association with Higham Ferrers Tourism received a Heritage Lottery 
Grant of £29900 toward the conservation of the 5 charters and 1 byelaw held at the Town 
Hall. Once restored these will be held at the Northampton Record Office. Full size prints are 
now on loan and are displayed at the schools in the town as part of a touring exhibition. An 
exciting educational programme was launched in May and will continue in 2020. As part of 
the project there will be training for Town Guides in 2020. Thank you to Cllr Anna Sauntson 
who was a driving force behind the project since 2012 and also contributed Councillors 
Empowerment monies to the project. 
 
Charter Celebration Day  

Charter Celebration Day took place on a very hot 29
th

 June. There was a charter exhibition in 
the Bede House where the copy charters were on display and the Higham Ferrers Junior 
School Year 6 film about the charters was premiered. I, accompanied by my Sergeant and 2 
knights, collected the dues from the stall holders at the bustling Farmers’ Market. There was 
a medieval encampment on Castle Fields where the day culminated in a battle between the 
Kings Men and the rebels. Chichele College was host to the Medieval Chapel Tent which 
reflected its holy origins. There were demonstrations of cooking, knights and combat and a 
barber surgeon. Medieval Cocktails – Monks Ruin and Chichele Gin Fizz were enjoyed by many. 
 

Litter campaign, ‘Keep Higham Ferrers Tidy’ 
Litter is a constant complaint made to the Council. A working party has been set up to try and 
find solutions. The Council will support any group wanting to a carry out litter picks. The Town 

Council started a ‘Keep Higham Ferrers Tidy Campaign’  on 1
st

 January. The campaign is to 
increase awareness and promote a change in attitude towards waste. Each day we will be 
posting on the Town Council Facebook page an entry from our poster design competition. The 
competition was run in the Autumn at the Infant and Nursery School, the Junior School and 
Henry Chichele Primary School. The pupils were asked to design posters on a theme 'Keep 
Higham Ferrers Tidy'. The posters form an integral part of the campaign. The winning and 
runner up posters will be displayed around the town. The posters are aimed at encouraging 
residents and visitors to the town to be proud of its appearance; to keep the streets, parks 
and play areas free of litter, to use the litter bins provided or take the waste home. 
 

Heritage Family Fun Day 

Heritage Family Fund Day took place on 15
th

 September as part of the 10 Nene Valley Festival 
and National Heritage Weekends. Over 40 local businesses and community groups took the 
opportunity to set up a stall and promote their business and wares to a new audience.  
Highlights of the day included an open top bus tour with local tour guides showcasing points 
of interest and heritage in Rushden and Higham Ferrers, the screening of the Higham Ferrers 
Charters film in Cineworld and the launch of the autumn edition of the “Shop Local” voucher 
booklet. Other entertainment included performances from local bands, medieval fun and 
entertainment, heritage displays, family activities. Copies of the annual “Shop Local in 
Rushden and Higham Ferrers High Streets” booklet containing over 48 redeemable discount 
vouchers were handed to visitors on the day.   
 



 

 

Nightingale Way Play Area 

A new play area at the open space at the end of Nightingale Way was officially opened on 31
st

 
October. The design for the play area was agreed following consultation with the primary 
schools.  The play area was partially funded by s106 funds from David Wilson Homes. Fencing 
of the play area is due to be installed soon. 
 

Planning 
The Council has considered 60 planning applications over the last 12 months. Sharba Homes 
the developers  for the site next to the Ferrers School submitted a planning application in 
September 2018 which was objected to by the Town Council. Amended plans were  
considered, but a decision on the planning application is still outstanding. The Council has 
continued to be represented at the Rushden East Board.   A Masterplan has been drawn up 

by East Northamptonshire Council which is currently on consultation until the 23
rd

 March. We 
expect an outline application for phase 1 around June 2020. A planning application for 120 
homes on the former Textile Bonding site was considered by the Town Council in December 
2019. This was a hybrid application which included creation of employment at Chelveston 
Renewable Energy Park. A decision is still outstanding on this application. The Town Council 
supported the 120 dwellings as it would be good use of a brownfield site.  

 

Other Projects 
The Town Guide was updated in September 2019 and a copy delivered to each house in 
Higham Ferrers. The Council have been working with Rushden Lakes to promote the amazing 
Higham Ferrers heritage trail. This is our latest interpretation board in prime position near the 
new Garden Square at Rushden Lakes, we hope the new map will encourage lots of new 
visitors to come and enjoy Higham Ferrers! The Farmers’ Market has continued to be popular 
despite some changes to stalls over the year. We once again celebrated the anniversary of the 
start of the market in April with a birthday cake and undertook extra promotion at the May 
market as part of the National ‘Love your Local Market’ campaign including handing out free 
canvas bags. In December Rushden Town Band performed and Father Christmas gave out 
sweets to the children.  
 

Ongoing Projects 
The Climate Change Working Party  has now had its first meeting and will initially be looking 
at what the community and other authorities are already doing as well as what actions can 
take internally to worker in a greener way.  
 
Upgrading the short stretch of footpath to Bury Close from the current Greenway is on the 
Councils forward plan for 2020-21, as it continuing work on a possible new Community Centre. 
Sketch plans are being drawn up ready for consultation in June. 
 
An interpretation board is being drafted for the churchyard to explain the history of the Bede 
House, Church, Chantry Capel and Churchyard Cross. 
 



 

 

After months of negotiations with Historic England they have now said they will consider  
allowing a wooden trim trail on Castle Fields in the location of the old tennis courts. Drawings 
and quotes are being obtained for consideration before a formal application is made.  
 
Thank you for listening. 
 

4. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Cllr Ms H Pentland gave the following report:- 
 

I am pleased to present my report for the year 2019/20.  

It has been another busy year for East Northamptonshire Council and in my role as a district 

councillor I have attended many meetings and sought to provide assistance to local residents 

on a range of matters. 

To kick things off, as you are no doubt aware, Parliament passed the legislation necessary for 

Northamptonshire to transition to unitary authorities just the other week. Whilst this may not 

be what everybody wants, I do believe it provides a fantastic opportunity for our area to 

establish a new authority that does right by our local community. Local councils will soon 

move into purdah ahead of the four types of election that will be held across the county in 

May. 

In relation to this transition, I currently hold the position of Vice-Chair of the Transformation 

Committee; the committee which has been overseeing the work to ensure that East 

Northamptonshire Council, and our area, is ready to transition. This is a very interesting 

committee, where we have seen joint working relationships between the various 

departments of local councils emerge, standing us in good stead to work closely with 

neighbouring towns in the future. 

As you may be aware, I am also on the Planning Management Committee and since the last 

annual meeting there have been notable applications determined in and around Higham 

Ferrers, particularly focused on housing growth, but also including an expansion to Rushden 

Lakes. In relation to this, the Sustainable Urban Development has gone out to public 

consultation and I hope that residents will engage with this over the next few weeks to ensure 

that the views of local people are heard in relation to this development which will have a big 

impact on our town (East Northamptonshire Council will be holding (held at the time you read 

this) events at Canoe2, Rushden Lakes on Thursday 27 February between 10:30am - 6:30pm 

and Friday 28 February between 10:30am - 3:30pm.) 

 

More broadly, at the time of writing, we have not yet set the annual budget for ENC, but will 

be doing so the week beginning 2nd March and I can provide an update on this, if desired. In 



 

 

addition, the council is continuing to deliver a number of projects across the district, including 

providing grants to community groups etc.  

Looking to my other council work, I have sought to ensure that I am readily available to 

residents and have done so through a variety of ways; as well as communicating with 

residents via email and telephone, I have provided written reports to the Town and Parish 

Councils and have set-up a Facebook page dedicated to my council work, alongside displaying 

posters with my contact details in the town. As a result, I have been contacted by a number 

of residents on a broad range of matters.  

Moreover, I have had involvement with a number of community projects/events, such as the 

Christmas Sparkle and have provided empowerment funding for things such as the Charters 

Project - if there are projects etc that you would like funding for, please do not hesitate to get 

in touch, as this funding may only be around for another year. 

If you ever have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

5. REPORT FROM HIGHAM FERRERS TOURISM 
None. 
 
6. REPORTS FROM CLUBS AND GROUPS IN HIGHAM FERRERS 
Higham Ferrers Bowls Club 
Mr S Limbert gave the following report:- 
 

Outline of last seasons successes 
We won the majority of club matches. The Ladies over 55 team became County Champions 
and represented the county at the National Finals. This is the 4th year in a row that we have 
had representatives at the National Finals.  
 
Looking to Achieve in 2020 
A new mower as current one is 30 years old. Replace the edging boards. Complete the 
electrical work to meet current standards.  
 

Membership and Fundraising 
There will be a coffee morning on Saturday 28th March. The members night for subscriptions 
is on Friday 17th April. Adults £62, Seniors £52, Juniors £12, Social £10 and new members £45 
for the first year. The Green opening will be taking place on Saturday 18th April, weather 
permitting. VE Day celebration to be held on Friday 8th May. There will be an open day, date 
to be arranged, with the aim of encouraging Higham residents to try the sport and hopefully 
join the club.  
 
Ferrers and Rushden Tennis Club 
The Town Clerk read the following report on behalf of the club:- 
 
The Tennis Club has enjoyed a good year over all. The year started off in April with some half 

day Easter Holiday Junior Tennis Camps which were very well supported and thoroughly 

enjoyed by the participants. This was the forerunner to the junior coaching courses that ran 



 

 

through the whole of the summer school term on Friday early evenings and the autumn term 

up to half term when unfortunately the dark evenings intervene. Summer Holiday Junior 

Camps maintained interest between the two terms. The professional coaches involved do a 

terrific job in keeping the coaching interesting and great fun and all of the juniors seem to 

appreciate the routines and exercises employed. The coaching is open to all juniors from ages 

4 to 16 and is advertised on social media at a reasonable charge (£6/£7 per hour) The Tennis 

Club runs the coaching at a small loss in partnership with the coaching organisation Nigel 

Willard Tennis. Parents of the juniors are able to sit and watch the coaching sessions whilst 

enjoying tea and biscuits thanks to the club house portacabin and paved area provided over 

2 years ago.  Particular thanks should be extended to Higham Ferrers Town Council for their 

concessionary treatment and support to the Club in making this project a continuing success. 

Also, thanks to the Town Clerk and staff for their regular help. 

The Club’s tennis sessions have been very well supported and apart from occasional weather 

disruption all Sunday morning (all year round) and Wednesday evenings (Spring and 

Summertime) have been thoroughly enjoyed.  Each session has an organiser appointed and 

their job is to ensure all the play is properly and fairly managed in addition to collecting the 

subs. The aim is to endeavour to provide every player with an equal allocation and good 

balance of games. This enables players to experience competitive tennis against others of 

similar ability as well as playing better quality players which helps their development. This 

system also mixes up the playing session so that each player plays with and against as many 

different players as possible within the two hour session. It has been found that this system 

also facilitates new members getting to know established ones and avoids the possibility of 

any cliques developing.  

Our teams’ performances in the two local leagues have been varied but overall a decent year 

experienced considering that a number of players weren’t always available for matches. In 

the Winter Northampton League the Mens A team finished 4th in Division 3 and Mens B ended 

3rd in Division 6. In the Summer East Northants League the final positions were – Mens A  8th 

in Division 1; Mens B 10th in Division 2; Mixed team 4th in Division 2. In the Summer 

Northampton League the Mens team were 3rd in Division 3. Congratulations to all the teams 

and particularly the captains for fielding teams in all matches throughout the County. 

The club membership is about 45 and probably more if occasional players are included and 

that indicates an increase over last year. Most pleasing has been the rise in Ladies total 

membership to 15 which is double last year’s figure – it would be nice to increase to 20 Ladies 

this year and we will continue to promote that goal along with encouraging more Men and 

Junior members to join us. We are very thankful that members attracted to the club are 

diverse and that will continue to be our policy. Our recent club AGM disclosed the Club’s 

financial position to be very secure – it is therefore with much satisfaction that I am able to 

report that the tennis club is in it’s most healthy position for many years.  

Thank you for your support. 



 

 

Higham Ferrers Cricket Club 
The Town Clerk read the following report on behalf of the club:- 
 
I would just like to start by thanking the council for their ongoing support for the cricket club. 

The first year of the merger between ourselves as Higham and Rushden has been a great 

success. We had one team playing out of Higham and two teams playing out of Rushden, with 

an increased number of players playing from the Higham area for the club.  Thanks to 

yourselves we were able to loan the Higham pitch to Wellingborough town on weekends 

when we were not using the ground at Higham, this was a big help financially and meant as a 

club we could use that money to invest in maintenance of equipment and work on the square. 

We have been running a youth section starting with players aged as young as 4 taking part in 

the ECB initiative called Allstars.  The club runs youth teams at under 11’s, 13’s and 16’s and 

this season we aim to play youth team games at Higham’s ground as well as Rushden’s. 

Club membership is on the up with Higham residents having the highest % of members at the 

club in both Adult and Youth teams. 

Moving forward as a club we aim to start a 4th team joining the league in the 21/22 season 

with that team made up of the majority of youth players at the club, meaning two teams 

playing out of Higham’s ground during the season. 

I would like to go on record of thanking you all for your support and understanding during the 

merger. Without the merger I truly believe that Higham Ferrers Cricket Club would no longer 

exist and I would never want to see that happen to the town. 

7. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM. 
None.  
 
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 
 

Chairman 

Date  


