
 

 

MINUTES OF THE HIGHAM FERRERS ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 9th APRIL 2019 AT THE TOWN HALL 

MARKET SQUARE, 7.30PM. 
 

PRESENT: 
Cllr J Smithers (Mayor) - Chairman for the meeting 
10 Town Councillors 
3 Town Councillors/District Councillor 
1 District Councillor 
2 Members of the Public 
Sandra Mitcham (Town Clerk) 
Alicia Schofield (Assistant Town Clerk) 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
Apologies were received from Cllr A M T Reading and Steve Roberts of the Tennis 
Club. 
 
2. MINUTES OF THE 2018 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING. 
The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 20th March 2018 were approved as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

3. MAYOR’S REPORT. 
Cllr J Smithers gave the following report: 

First of all I want to start by thanking Cllr Richard Gell who has given notice that he 
intends to resign on 2nd May. He has given 38 years to this community, firstly as a 
Borough Councillor and then as a Town Councillor. He has been Mayor twice and his 
knowledge of the town will be greatly missed. He is to remain as a District Councillor 
until the next elections. 
 
I would also like to thank Val Newbery who has recently resigned from the Town 
Council. She dedicated 12 years of her life to serving this community and on behalf of 
the community and Council and her contributions and support will be missed. 
 
Christmas Sparkle 

This year’s event was more successful than ever and was very busy all day.  More 
space was made in the Market Square to accommodate the crowds and the stage was 
relocated. There were activities at the Methodist Church and Higham Ferrers Tourism 
were based in the Working Mens’ Club, whilst the Church ran activities at the Bede 
House and the Church.  There was a ‘Best Dressed’ shop window competition which 
was won by Willow and Grey. The Mayors choice was Mark Bird Flooring. There was 
also a ‘Christmas Bauble Trail’ competition. The highlight later in the afternoon was 
the snow that came just before the light switch on at 5pm.  

The Christmas lights had been upgraded in 2018 with 7 motifs on the street lights as 
well as new lights in the trees in the Market Square. In 2019 another 5 motifs are due 
to be added. 

Plans are already underway for this years event and the date is set for 23rd November 
2019. 



 

 

Poppies 
 
The Council were overwhelmed by the fantastic community effort on this project. 
Thank you to Higham Piecemakers, Rainbows, Guides, Cubs, Higham Ferrers Junior 
School, Higham Ferrers Nursery and Infants School, Ferrers School, Henry Chichele 
School, The Shrubbery and many individuals and groups that made poppies. The 
display on the tree was the talk of the area and many people came and took photos. 
 
Library 

The proposed closure of the library has taken a great deal of Council time during the 
year, which has not been helped by the County Council changing timeframes and the 
goalposts throughout the year. Currently we are waiting for decision on its future. The 
Town Council decided it could not buy the building back in May due to the costs 
involved of making it fit for purpose and undertaking the maintenance that the County 
Council had failed to do over recent years. A Community Group has been formed to 
staff the library and with them the Council has been lobbying the County Council to 
persuade them to allow the service to remain in the current building at a minimal 
charge for 3 years whilst a new Community Building is built which could accommodate 
the service. 

New Play Equipment 

The Town Council in conjunction with Higham Ferrers Tourism Partnership and East 
Northamptonshire Council have funded 3 new pieces of play equipment on Saffron 
Road Recreation Ground – Cableway, rope swing and flymobile. The actual equipment 
was chosen after consultation with the children at Higham Ferrers Junior School. The 
Town Council has a general policy towards improving facilities within the town for 
youth. 
 
Common Land at the end of Mallard Close 

Works have been undertaken to improve and tidy the land at the end of Mallard Close. 
The design for the play area has been agreed following consultation with the primary 
schools. The contractor HAGS should be on site in the next few months. The play area 
is being partially funded by s106 funds from David Wilson Homes. 
 

Charters 

The Town Council in association with Higham Ferrers Tourism have received a 
Heritage Lottery Grant of £29900 toward the conservation of the 5 charters and 1 
byelaw held at the Town Hall. Once restored these will be held at the Northampton 
Record Office. Full size prints will be available in the town for a touring exhibition. The 
project also incorporates an exciting educational programme being taken into the local 
schools. To celebrate these charters and the towns heritage an historical day is 
planned for 29th June focusing on the medieval charters period. 
 

 



 

 

Greenway 

After almost a year of negotiation with the Ferrers School on the legal agreement for 
the part of the site owned by the school, works started at the end of February and the 
Greenway extension is due to open shortly. This project is principally being funded by 
a £40,000 grant from the Community Facilities Fund at East Northamptonshire Council 
and s106 monies, along with £15,000 from Town Council funds. 
 

Heritage Day 

The Heritage Family Fun Day held on Sunday 16th September was organised by 
Rushden and Higham Ferrers Town Councils and was part of the annual 10 day Nene 
Valley Festival and National Heritage open weekends. It provided an opportunity for 
new visitors to learn about the heritage and history of nearby Rushden and Higham 
Ferrers. Over 35 local businesses from Rushden and Higham Ferrers took part. 
Entertainment included performances from Rushden Town Band, medieval fun and 
entertainment and heritage displays. 1,500 “Shop Local in Rushden and Higham 
Ferrers” booklets containing over 48 redeemable discount vouchers were given out to 
visitors at the event. 
 

Heritage Trail 

The Heritage Trail leaflet was updated in 2018 by the Town Manager to include more 
points of interest and bring it up to date. It was officially launched at the Mayors Fun 
Day on 23rd July 2018.  
 

Blue Plaques 

The Higham Ferrers blue heritage plaques were officially unveiled on 29 th October 
2018. The plaques include an interesting fact about the building or its history. There 
are now 15 on various buildings which link up with the Heritage Trail. This is part of a 
larger project to promote the heritage of Higham Ferrers and encourage more visitors 
to the town. The plaques have been funded in part by a grant of £3,500 from East 
Northamptonshire Council Community Facilities Fund and in part by the Town Council. 
The plaques have been funded in part by a grant of £3,500 from East 
Northamptonshire Council Community Facilities Fund and in part by the Town Council. 
 

Mayors Fun Day 

The inaugural Mayors Fun Day was held on 22nd July 2018, which was another very 
hot day. The rounders tournament saw Co-op as the winner. There were plenty of 
stalls, activities and refreshments on offer and the day was a great success with 
£1,065 being raised for the Air Ambulance. 
 

 



 

 

 

Planning 

The Council has considered 66 planning applications over the last 12 months. 
 
Sharba Homes the developers for the site next to the Ferrers School submitted a 
planning application in September which was objected to by the Town Council. 
Amended plans have recently been considered and a decision on the site is expected 
during April. The Council has continued to be represented at the Rushden East Board. 
The Board is working with the developer to masterplan the site for up to 2,500 homes 
on the other side of the A6. As the masterplan has not been finalised consultation has 
not yet taken place. This is expected shortly. 
 

Community Building/Sports Pavilion 

Higham Ferrers has grown by over 37% since 2001 and the facilities have not always 
matched this growth. The Community Plan highlighted the need for a Community 
Centre. The Council is embarking on an exciting project to construct a new community 
building at Saffron Road Recreation Ground, which could:- 
• Replace the Sports Pavilion as it is no longer fit for purpose. 
• Provide additional community facilities for hire such as meeting and function rooms. 
• Provide offices for the Town Council as the current premises do not meet the growing 
needs of the community.  
 
In May 2018 the Council did consider whether to purchase the current library building 
on Midland Road. However, with the purchase price of £367,500 and the work that 
was required to make it meet the growing needs of the community, a budget was 
needed in the region of £750,000. The Council felt it would be more prudent to put 
these funds towards a new building which would meet the needs of the community in 
decades to come. 
 
We are at an early stage in the project and the first consultation has just closed. Next 
stage will be concept designs. 
 
Staff 

In August, Danielle Edwards left the Council and emigrated to Spain. Donna Anderson 

increased her hours to cover Danielle’s role.  

4. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Cllr Mrs P Whiting gave the following report:- 
 
It has been very strange these last few months with all the problems at the County 
Council and the threat that all the local District and Borough Councils will be abolished 
and replaced with two Unitary Councils.  The meeting schedule has been turned 
upside down and issues, such as the District Wide Local Plan, are now having to be 
dealt with as a matter of urgency. Twice now we have held Planning Policy Meetings 
re the Plan which have lasted three hours, looking at the responses to the 
Consultation. Small print after two hours is not good.  



 

 

 
On the planning side, we have not had any major controversial applications in Higham 
Ferrers.  The proposed Chicken Broiler Unit near to Newton Bromswold is still hanging 
around in the background but as more information is still required this will not be 
brought before the Committee until later in the year.  The Rushden East Masterplan 
will soon be submitted to East Northamptonshire Council and the plans for the 
development near to the Ferrers School will soon be discussed. Plans for a new 
school, to cater for pupils with special needs, near to Moulton College have also been 
submitted.  An application has been submitted for a Petrol Filling Station and two Drive 
Through’s on the roundabout at John Clarke Way, it has not yet been released who is 
applying for the Drive Through’s but there have been objections raised to this 
application both from Higham Ferrers and Rushden Town Councils.  Until the 
applications actually come to Committee I am not permitted to say whether I would 
grant or refuse the application. 
I have only had to sit on two Licensing Panels recently, both Taxi, but I am due to sit 
on the Panel on the 8th April regarding a local restaurant which I cannot comment on 
at the time of writing this report. 
 
East Northamptonshire Council have just received the go ahead for a Flagship 
Enterprise Centre at Raunds on land at Warth Park. This is subject to funding approval, 
and if secured will provide a modern accessible space for small and growing 
businesses. The centre will provide 27,000 square feet of office and workshop space. 
It is anticipated it will support 205 businesses and will create 785 jobs in the first ten 
years.     
 
Now the local Council elections have been put back to 2020 we all have to sit on the 
Council for a further year.  April 2020 is when the new Unitary Councils will commence 
if the Secretary of State makes that order, and all other Borough and District Councils 
will disband.  The election of the new Unitary Councillors and the Town and Parish 
Councillors will be around the same time. 
 
Cllr Ms Harriet Pentland gave the following report:- 
 
It has been a busy year for East Northamptonshire Council and in my role as a District 
Councillor I have attended many meetings and sought to provide assistance to local 
residents.  
 
At the County level, we are awaiting the finalisation of the move to a unitary structure 
and our local government has been working very hard to prepare for this. At East 
Northamptonshire Council, the Transformation Committee, made up of councillors 
including myself, has been working on modernising and transformational projects, 
such as paperless working. A positive move in my opinion, from both an efficiency and 
environmental perspective.  
 
In terms of committee work, I am also on the Planning Management Committee and 
since the last annual meeting a notable application which has been determined has 
been the Pyrolysis Plant at Upper Higham Lane. The application for the chicken 
rearing facility has not yet come back to East Northamptonshire Council, but is being 
consulted on at the Town and Parish level. Furthermore, the application for a shopping 



 

 

and food outlet complex on the edge of the town has also not yet come to the 
committee.  
 
In broader Council news, East Northamptonshire Council has recently taken the 
decision to increase council tax by an average of £5 per household. This decision was 
taken by the Council in order to expand on and deliver key projects in our local 
community. 
 
Furthermore, local Councils have been successful in securing the Business Rates 
Pilot, which will see an additional £17 million in the local area - very welcome news for 
local residents.  
 
Looking to my other Council work, I have sought to ensure that I am available to 
residents and have done so through a variety of ways. Most recently I held an 
advice/questions ‘surgery’ at the Town Hall. Furthermore, as well as communicating 
with residents via email and telephone, I have provided written reports to the Town 
and Parish Councils and have set-up a Facebook page dedicated to my Council work, 
alongside displaying posters with my contact details in the town. If you ever have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 
5. REPORT FROM HIGHAM FERRERS TOURISM 
None. 
 
6. REPORTS FROM CLUBS AND GROUPS IN HIGHAM FERRERS 
Ferrers and Rushden Tennis Club 
The Town Clerk read the following report on behalf of the club:- 
 
The year started successfully with a junior coaching initiative that began in the school 
Easter holidays. The services of a professional coaching organisation were engaged  
and the coaching  began with two Easter Holiday Camp half day events  and these 
were well supported. The programme continued with Friday evening coaching 
throughout the summer school term and then during the first half of the autumn school 
term. In addition, further Camps were provided during the summer holidays. The 
coaching was open to all local children and proved to be very popular throughout and 
it was disappointing when it ended because of the dark evenings of autumn. We are 
hoping to repeat the process this year and begin with the Easter Holiday Camps on 
10th and 17th April. A thank you to Higham Ferrers Town Council for granting 
concessionary use of the courts by the tennis club thus enabling the coaching service 
to be provided. 
 
Generally, the club has enjoyed a good year with the club sessions continuing on 
Sunday mornings throughout the whole year and the mild winter helping to maintain 
momentum. Wednesday evening club sessions during spring and summer were also 
well supported. The provision of the Club house portacabin last year by the Council 
has helped immeasurably and we are very thankful for that.  
 
The Match teams have experienced mixed outcomes – In the Summer East Northants 
league, two of the Mens teams finished Champions and Runners-up in Division 2 but 
the Mixed and Ladies teams suffered under the loss of player availability. Similarly, in 
the Northampton Summer League, the Mens team was relegated from Division 2 



 

 

mainly due to two regular players incurring long term injuries. In the Winter 
Northampton League the two Mens teams both finished 3rd in their respective 
divisions and thereby narrowly missed promotion. Summing up – the club did 
extremely well to field 8 teams over the year in support of the two main County Tennis 
Leagues and in view of the difficulties mentioned, it’s probably fair to say that the 
successful results of some of the teams can be regarded as a bonus. 
 
We have about 40 members currently which is a satisfactory amount although we are 
always encouraging more players to join us. However, there is a shortage of ladies 
with only 7 at the tennis club and this is a problem from which most tennis clubs suffer. 
We are endeavouring to recruit more through advertising and other campaigns but we 
need all the help that we can get, so please spread the word whenever possible i.e. 
that the tennis club would be very pleased to welcome lady tennis players of all abilities 
and contact details are available on our website under “Ferrers and Rushden Tennis 
Club”. 
 
 
Higham Ferrers Bowls Club 
Mr Drage gave the following report:- 

 
There has been a Bowls Club in Higham Ferrers for 73 years. The club is open to all 
subject to a green fee or a member’s subscription. The club is leased from the Town 
Council and is maintained by the members assisted by specialist contractors. 
 
The past year has been an expensive one for the club:- 
Electrical work £1500, ditch lining mats £1648, hedge trimmer £600, greens mower 
£900. There is a lot of fundraising to be done. We have already had a coffee morning 
which raised £200. 
 
The green suffered badly during the long hot spell last summer and will require a lot 
of work to get back to a county ‘A’ grade standard which we had for several years.  
 
Although we are a small club we are quite successful in competitions and in our friendly 
matches with other local clubs. These matches take place on Saturdays and 
Thursdays and maybe Ladies, Mens or Mixed.  
 
The club was runner up in Division 2 of the County League, won the Frank Darnell 
Cup and the Bond Cup which are mixed gender teams.  
 
Two members played in the County Ladies Team losing to Surrey in the national semi-
finals at Leamington Spa. The ladies team were runners-up in the County Top Club 
just losing out to Roade. One of our mens teams lost a very close game in the semi-
finals of the County Fours competition.  
 
We had County finalists in the mens pairs who went on to represent the club and the 
town at the National Finals in Leamington Spa.   
 
Enrolment evening is 19th April and the green will be open 20th April. Our playing 
season starts 28th April.  
 



 

 

We are planning an Open Afternoon for Sunday 12th May between 12 noon and 4pm 
when everyone is welcome to come and try their hand, assistance and equipment will 
be available.  
 
The club is being used on 25th April by Engage Planning for a consultation exhibition 
about the new development to the east of the bypass. The Mayor will be using the club 
for one of his events and should there be a Fun Day similar to last year we would like 
to be involved.  
 
Finally we would like to thank the Town Council and the Town Clerk, Sandra Mitcham, 
for all the assistance we had following the fire which destroyed part of the hedge, fence 
and two of our storage buildings and for enabling the club to get up and running again 
as quickly as possible.  
 
 
7. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM. 
None.  
 
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 
 

Chairman 

Date  


