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MINUTES OF THE HIGHAM FERRERS ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 20th MARCH 2018 AT THE ADULT SCHOOL 

WESTFIELD TERRACE 7.30PM. 
 

PRESENT: 
Cllr P Tomas (Mayor) - Chairman for the meeting 
11 Town Councillors 
1 Town Councillor/District Councillor 
1 Town Councillor/County Councillor 
1 District Councillor 
5 Members of the Public 
Julie Thorneycroft (Town Manager) 
Sandra Mitcham (Town Clerk) 
Alicia Schofield (Assistant Town Clerk) 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
Apologies were received from Cllr D C Lawson MBE, Cllr D Drage, Cllr A M T 
Reading, Cllr R Gell, Liz Brown (Higham Ferrers Tourism) Steve Roberts (Higham 
Ferrers Tennis Club) and Nick Bonser (Higham Ferrers Cricket Club). 
 
2. MINUTES OF THE 2017 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING. 
The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 21st March 2017 were approved as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

3. MAYOR’S REPORT. 
Cllr Peter Tomas gave the following report: 

It was with great sorrow that the Council heard of the sudden death in November of 
Glenn Harwood MBE.  Glenn was the District Councillor for Higham Lancaster Ward 
and only last year became the County Councillor for Higham Ferrers.  His 
contribution to the community will be missed. 

Olwen Mayes resigned from the Council in August and we thank her for all her hard 
work. 

In November we welcomed Angela Gardner to the Council who was co-opted to the 
Council. 

Christmas Sparkle 

This year’s event was more successful than ever and was very busy all day.  More 
space was made in the Market Square to accommodate the crowds.  There were 
activities at the Methodist Church for the first time and Higham Ferrers Tourism 
relocated to the Working Mens’ Club, whilst the Church ran activities at the Bede 
House and the Church.  There was a ‘Best Dressed Shop Window’ competition 
which was won by Cranberry Cottage and the competition ‘An Adorable Christmas’. 

Plans are already underway for this years event and the date is set for 17th 
November 2018. 

New Play Equipment 
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A new multi play unit and agility trail was installed at Saffron Road Play Area.  This 
replaced the wooden equipment which had come to the end of its useful life.  The 
design of the new equipment was chosen following consultation with the School 
Council at Higham Ferrers Junior School. I officially opened the use of the 
equipment. 

Saffron Moat 

During the summer a new interpretation board was installed by the Saffron Moat.  
This was partially funded by the Cllr Empowerment Funds from Cllr D.C. Lawson 
MBE. 

‘Welcome to Higham’ Signs 

To improve the entrances to the town  4 new ‘Welcome’ signs were purchased and 
installed. These include brown tourist symbols to promote the important heritage our 
town has to offer. 

Building next to the Tennis Courts 

As the funds are not yet available for a new building next to the tennis courts, a 
temporary building has been purchased to provide toilets and changing facilities for 
the tennis club and schools and any other groups that use the tennis courts and 
MUGA.  

MUGA Improvements 

I officially opened the new equipment at the MUGA on 26th September.  New goals 
and basketball hoops have been installed along with the ‘Innovative Street Snooker’  
Children from Higham Ferrers Junior School took part in a workshop led by Mark 
Hawkins who represented Team GB at Handball.  The facility was funded by a grant 
from the Community Facilities Fund at East Northamptonshire Council. 

Upgraded Streetlighting 

In November the streetlights in the Market Square were upgraded.  The Town 
Council had contributed to the cost so that heritage lights were installed rather than 
the standard lights provided by the County Council. 

Town Guide 

A new Town Guide was produced in 2017.  This included information about groups 
in the town, services, halls to hire as well as shops and businesses.  Each household 
received a copy and they have been flying off the shelf at Rushden Lakes, which has 
meant that a reprint was needed. 

Planning 

The Council has considered 59 planning applications over the last 12 months. 

Rushden Lakes opened in July 2017. 
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Sharba Homes, the developers for the site next to the Ferrers School, are starting to 
put together their plans and undertook a consultation at the end of January. An 
outline planning application is expected shortly. 

Rushden East 

The Council has 1 representative on the Rushden East Board which is working with 
the developer to masterplan the site for up to 2500 homes on the other side of the 
A6.  Consultation on the masterplan is expected to take place in 2018. 

Charters 

A small group from Higham Ferrers Tourism along with several councillors continues 
to work on the project for the Council to restore the charters and produce copies and 
information on them for public use.  The first bid for funding to the Heritage Lottery 
was unfortunately unsuccessful.  The bid is being rewritten and this will shortly be 
resubmitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Greenway 

As part of the Community Plan the Council is committed to extend the Greenway 
from Queensway to Kimbolton Road.  Finalisation of the drawings and costings took 
longer than expected.  This project has now received £40,000 of grant funding and 
some S106 monies, so with £15000 from Council funds, work is progressing to 
deliver this project. 

Common Land at the end of Mallard Close 

Works have been undertaken to improve and tidy the land at the end of Mallard 
Close.  A play area is planned to be installed here with funding from 106 money from 
David Wilson Homes.  

‘Dogs off Lead’ area. 

A Dogs Off Lead area has been provided on the Town Green land on the other side 
of the A6. Another piece of the Town Green to the front of Glebe Farm is subject to 
legal proceedings to get the land back into public use. 

Community Building/Sports Pavilion 

The Council is at very early stages of drawing up plans for a new community building 
to replace the current sports pavilion. 

Staff 

In July, Julie Morriss reduced her hours.  We welcomed Donna Anderson in January 
to cover these hours.  

4. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Cllr Mrs P Whiting gave the following report:- 
 
In December 2017 we were all totally shocked and saddened by the news that my 
fellow Ward Member, Cllr. Glenn Harwood MBE had passed away suddenly.   Glenn 
was Deputy Leader at East Northamptonshire Council and had, in May 2017, been 
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elected as the County Councillor for the Higham Ferrers Division.    Glenn was a real 
hard worker and one who knew exactly what needed to be done, he will be greatly 
missed by many. 
 
Following a by-election in February, we were pleased to welcome Harriet Pentland to 
the District Council. Harriet is from Chelveston and is young and keen to get 
involved. 
 
The make up of the District Council is now 36 Conservative, 2 Labour and 2 
Independant, following one previous Conservative member changing to Independant 
then Labour. 
 
I have only attended one Licence & Taxi Panel this year when we received an 
application from a gentleman who wanted to be a taxi driver. We granted this request 
as he escaped the hustle and bustle of London to start a family in this area. 
 
My main Committee is Planning Management, we have regular meetings and now 
carry out site visits a few days before the meeting. These are proving very 
successful as you can actually see first hand what is proposed and as you do not 
always know the area this is of benefit.  A few weeks ago, we had to visit the site of 
the proposed chicken farm in Newton Bromsold. It was a bitterly cold morning and 
we had to walk across fields getting absolutely covered in mud.  This chicken farm 
would have been in my ward, so I received numerous letters and telephone calls 
from people objecting to the proposal. I had written a long report ready for the 
meeting and then the day before it was due for discussion, the applicant withdrew 
the application. It can be very frustrating at times, but is all part of the job.  I can 
honestly say that in the 16 years I have been involved with planning, I have never 
known as many letters and comments objecting to a planning application. 
 
Being involved from the very start, it is nice to see the Rushden Lakes Development 
being so successful, work is still ongoing.  The large development as you go into the 
site is almost complete and the Cinema complex is now well under way, and only 
two weeks ago, plans were passed for a further terrace of slightly smaller units and a 
restaurant to follow on from the Card Factory shop. 
 
The Council continue awarding Grants from the Community Facilities Fund, and 
again, Higham Ferrers has been lucky to receive a grant toward play equipment. 
Over the past few years more than £1.7 million has been awarded for Community 
Projects. 
 
Unfortunately there has been an upward trend of homeless applications, in 2016 135 
applications were received and a total cost of B & B to ENC is estimated at £15,000 
for 2016/17 
 
The Council Tax has been set, with a rise of £5 per year for a Band D property. The 
Planning Policy Committee have received details of various Neighbourhood Plans, 
had up date on the Tresham Garden Village (near Corby) and approved the draft of 
the East Northants Tree Strategy which will now be published for publication. 
 
We were consulted on the plans for Peterborough, Huntingdonshire and Bedford. The 
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Officers had no objections to recommend for the Peterborough and Huntingdonshire  
Plans, but several concerns have been raised as to the Bedford Plan, these were 
discussed in detail and returned to Bedford. We were also informed that the 5 year 
land supply is well on target. 
 
We had a Safeguarding Presentation a few weeks ago, this was very interesting and 
covered different aspects of abuse such as physical, sexual, emotional or 
psychological, neglect and self neglect, financial, discriminatory and organisational.  It 
also covered the aspect of forced marriage and female mutilation.  We were also 
guided as to what to do if you suspect any type of abuse.  The whole presentation was 
well put together. 
 
5. REPORT FROM HIGHAM AND RUSHDEN TOWN MANAGER. 
The Town Manager, Julie Thorneycroft gave the following report: 
 
Town Team 
Regular meetings with the Town Team have continued throughout the year.  The 

aims of the town team are to improve the economic and business well-being and to 

improve the quality of life in Higham Ferrers.  The town team meet on a regular basis 

to discuss project progress. 

Christmas Competitions 

The Best Dressed Christmas Shop Window competition was organised in November 

alongside the Christmas Sparkle event.  The aim of the competition was to promote 

Higham Ferrers and offer an opportunity for businesses to participate in a friendly 

competition whilst at the same time making their window displays festive and 

interesting for Christmas 2017. 

• There were two categories – Peoples Choice Award and a new category was 

introduced this year the Mayors Choice Award 

• 29 local businesses took part 

• 178 votes were received 

• Winners awards were presented at the Christmas Market 

 

An Adorable Christmas  

• The Adorable Christmas Campaign was introduced as a fun way for children 

and their families to explore and get to know the town 

• Families were encouraged to locate and correctly name 20 famous doorways 

in Higham Ferrers 

• Entries were received from 44 families 

• Local schools and the library were pleased to be involved 

• 6 winners were presented with prizes at the Christmas Market 

Both competitions were promoted through the local press, posters, fliers, liaison with 

the local schools and nurseries, the town council website and social media. The 

competitions were fully supported by 22 local businesses. 
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Town Guide 

The 32 page Guide produced last year has proved to be an excellent promotional 

tool for the town. The Guide can be downloaded from the Town Council website; 

hard copies of the booklets were delivered throughout Higham last May.  Copies of 

the Guides are available from many outlets in and around the town including the 

visitor centre and customer services office at the Lakes. The Rushden and Higham 

Ferrers Guides are proving extremely popular nearly 16,000 copies of the Rushden 

Guide and 5,700 copies of the Higham Guide have been circulated.  Over 1000 

copies of the Guides have also been downloaded from the website.  I have ordered a 

further 2000 copies of the Higham Guide recently. 

 

Heritage Trail 

I am working with the Higham Ferrers Town Team to produce new interesting 

heritage literature which will combine and update the current Higham Ferrers 

heritage trails.  Work is commencing on a Town blue plaque trail. 

 

Promotional signage 

Five new Town signs have been installed at the gateways leading into Higham 

Ferrers. 

 

Rushden Lakes 

I meet regularly with the Management team at the Lakes to bring together ideas to 

encourage visitors to explore further afield.  Crown Estates and the Rushden Lakes 

team are keen to work with the town councils.  As part of the Explore More campaign 

I have produced a local map and fliers that identify easy accessibility to and from 

Rushden Lakes into Rushden and Higham Ferrers.   

 

Working with the management team, we are planning a schedule of Summer events 

(it is now understood the location is unsuitable for winter events/activities) Events 

taking place at Rushden Lakes will present opportunities for a variety of smaller 

independent local businesses and community groups to promote themselves to a 

new audience.   

I also work closely with House of Fraser and several events have been held that 

offer local businesses the opportunity to promote themselves from within the store. 

Events have included, Desk to Dance floor, an Artisan Christmas Market, leisure & 

fitness weekend and a recent Wedding Fayre.  Many local businesses have had the 

opportunity to get involved including the local bridal shop who handed out over 60 

business cards to potential customers – 60 new people know about her business 

that didn’t before. 

A Rushden based engravers helped to promote a Valentines Day event by offering 

their services to engrave perfume bottles within the store. 
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I am working with management at House of Fraser to create a full schedule of events 

that will involve a variety of local businesses including a Tai Chi Day a repeat of the 

successful wedding fayre, a craft market and children’s activities. 

10th March local artists are taking part in an art exhibition within the House of Fraser 

store. 

 

English Tourism Week takes place 17th to 25th March (National event organised by 

Visit Britain).  

 

Saturday 24th March I am working with other Nene Valley Tourism partners to 

showcase the overall tourism offer within the Nene Valley.  Event venue is House of 

Fraser. 

Community Board 

We have a community notice board at Rushden Lakes for display of local events and 

activities; the board is updated on a weekly basis if you have an event you would like 

advertising again please forward a copy of your poster. 

 

Website & Social Media 

Rushden and Higham now have a presence on the Rushden Lakes website and 

links to the town council websites are included.  We are working on joint promotional 

campaigns through social media. 

 

Business Networking 

I hold regular business networking events to support and provide information to local 

businesses. 

 

Love your Local Market – May 27th 

The Love Your Local Market (LYLM) campaign held on May 27th was very 

successful; a number of children took part in a competition to spot the “Odd Item on 

the Stall.” Sophie the lucky winner received £20 of vouchers valid for the Farmers 

Market.  There was also a fun opportunity to have a “selfie” with the town council 

carrot.  Love your local Market campaign will take place this year between 17th and 

31st May. 

 
6. REPORT FROM HIGHAM FERRERS TOURISM 
Sandra Mitcham. Town Clerk, gave the following report on behalf of Liz Brown:- 
 
Tourism works with English Heritage in managing Chichele College,  the  15th 
Century Historic Buliding. We have raised funds, through events, to improve 
the College facilities making the College wheelchair and disability friendly . 
The Tourism Garden Group and their volunteers have restored the College 
Cloister Garden to its former glory, planting flowers that are sympathetic to the 
15th Century. 
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We have a list of fundraising events organised for 2018 which include: 
 
Classic Film Nights with Fish & Chip supper. 
May - Chichele Garden Fayre with a chance to purchase plants and all 
manner of garden delights . There will also be a refreshment table in which 
tea/coffee and homemade cakes will be on sale. 
June - The ever populer secret Gardens of Higham. 
August - The annual Garage/Neighbourhood sale. 
October -  An Italian Evening. 
November - The now famous Sparkle Event. 
December -  a Christmas Film special. 
 
All the fundraising events will be advertised in advance through posters 
which will be displayed in various shop windows in Higham, and on the 
Tourism website. 
 
The Charter Group, along with the Town Council who own the Charters, and 
Higham Ferrers Tourism are working on a project to restore and safely house 
the Charters. Full size reproductions will give the Community a chance to 
appreciate the historic value these treasures played in Higham Ferrers rich 
heritage.   
 
All the funds that Higham Ferrrers Tourism raise are ploughed back into the 
Community. 
 
7. REPORTS FROM CLUBS AND GROUPS IN HIGHAM FERRERS 
The Town Clerk read the following report on behalf of the Tennis Club: 
 
The year 2017/18 has been a progressive and therefore a pleasing one for Ferrers 
and Rushden Tennis Club. Club membership has continued to increase steadily and 
now totals 44 players. Particularly gratifying is the growth in juniors to 9 players and 
lady members to 10, although the quest to expand all membership categories will 
continue. Plans are in hand to use the services of a professional coach and it is 
hoped to run two day Junior Tennis Camps during the Easter holidays and also run a 
Friday evening Junior coaching course in the summer term. A further proposal called 
" Rusty rackets" is being advertised with the idea of getting retired people back to the 
tennis courts to help their fitness and enjoyment of their retirement.  
 

We have great hopes that the new portakabin, when ready for use, will further help 
the recruitment drive. The provision of basic facilities will make a considerable 
difference in attracting potential tennis club members and whilst it must be noted that 
the portakabin replaces the original building destroyed by fire many years ago, we 
are extremely grateful for its arrival. 
 

With the increase in membership, opportunity has been taken to introduce further 
competitive teams into the local tennis leagues. We are now proud to have 6 
summer league and 2 winter league teams playing in 2018. Year 2017 was a good 
all round one as far as the league results were concerned with 2 division 
championships attained and 3 other teams holding mid table status and one resting 
at the bottom. 
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Club playing sessions have been enthusiastically supported. The club still runs two 
club sessions during the spring and summer and Sunday morning sessions 
throughout the autumn and winter and the fact that tennis is available all year round 
helps with development as well as recruitment.  
 
Higham Ferrers Cricket Club.  
The Town Clerk read the following report on behalf of the Cricket Club: 
 
2017 season has been a mixture of highs and lows for the cricket club with the first 
team gaining promotion to division 4 but also seeing a number of games cancelled 
for the second team. 

It is important to look at the cricket scene in context with the overall picture facing the 
Northants Cricket League. Over the past few seasons the league has seen a number 
of high profile teams disband as the numbers of players continue to decline. We 
have seen this locally with Rushden who have had to disband one of its teams due 
to numbers. 

Cricket in our part of the County continues to be dominated by the likes of Finedon, 
Irthlingborough and Rushden. These established clubs have their own grounds and 
infrastructure to attract the youth players because of the facilities they offer to 
parents i.e. club house facilities, bar etc. 

Higham CC has worked hard to attract new players and retain existing ones against 
this backdrop. Whilst membership numbers are strong there is a core of 45 players 
that are available throughout the season.  We were able to sign 6 new players last 
season but have seen a reduction in the availability of some of the 45. The extended 
football season that goes well into May and then starts early August means that 
cricket becomes a secondary sport for many and this is an issue across all teams 

Last year was not helped by the league where the second team had a 3 week break 
in August due to fixtures which meant that we lost players even earlier in the season. 
This has been fed back to the league. 

With these factors in mind the first team did have a stable team for the majority of the 
season, not always at the expense of the second team, but as the season 
progressed it looked more and more that promotion was a viable achievement. It 
was pleasing, therefore to gain promotion to division 4 and to have a team that we 
feel can challenge in this new league, is a real positive. 

The second team had a great start to the season topping its league for nearly five 
weeks but a combination of an unkind fixture list and player availability saw them slip 
away but retained its place in division 11. 

The club committee is mindful of the second team position. We have looked into a 
possible association with Irthlingborough where a core of our second team would 
work with the youth at Irthlingborough to put out a team on a regular basis and 
challenge through the leagues. This would preserve a core of second team players 
and still allow for progression and support into the first team. Unfortunately the issue 
of duel registration was not accepted by the league 
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The committee have therefore had to make the difficult decision to disband the 
second team for this season because there is a concern over the ability to field a full 
team week on week. The club will work hard to attract new players throughout this 
season and the closed season to try and re-establish a second team for 2019. 

It is the will of the club to retain a strong presence in the Higham community and we 
look for the Councils continued support. 

As a club we rely on our members and generous donations to cover the annual costs 
of running the club. We have, for a long time, only had a £1 membership fee in order 
to retain player numbers and not to put off new members, which is then 
supplemented by a £10 match fee per player. This is reduced to £5 for students, 
unemployed and those on low wages.  It is an area where we continue to review and 
ensure that full match fees are taken each week. Obviously the impact of the second 
team cancelling matches has reduced the match fees over the last few years. We 
have costs each week for teas, paying umpires and general ground maintenance 
including rent for the ground. We are thankful for donations that are received from 
members and we look to undertake fundraising events where possible to raise 
additional funding. The club has been extremely grateful to the Council for its support 
through a yearly grant to help with pitch maintenance. We feel that the investment 
made by the Council is a positive move to support local facilities and provide 
opportunities for local residents to participate in sports. 

We are excited about the plans to develop the new multi use pavilion and feel that 
this will put us on a same footing as other clubs in the area. This will help retain the 
youth of Higham to stay in Higham rather than move out to Finedon, Irthlingborough 
and Rushden. 

The cricket club committee are looking positively to the 2018 season.  We continue 
to look for players to boost availability and to make Higham a competitive club in the 
divisions that it participates in.  

Higham Ferrers Bowls Club 
Mr Drage gave the following report:- 

 
This is the 72nd year for the Bowls Club in Higham Ferrers. The club is open to all 
subject to a green fee or a members’ subscription. The club is leased from the Town 
Council and is maintained by the members assisted by specialist contractors.  
 
Last year we spent approximately £5,000 keeping the premises in good order and the 
green up to a county ‘A’ grade standard which is necessary to play county 
competitions. 
 
This year we are hoping to purchase another mower as our current ones are about 20 
years old and also to re-roof the storage shed which leaks.  
 
Although we are a small club we are quite strong and successful in competitions and 
in our friendly matches with other local clubs. These matches take place on Saturdays 
and Thursdays and may be ladies, mens or mixed.  
 
The club was runner-up in the town triples league and won the league knock-out cup.  
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We had 2 County finalists and to crown the season one member became the National 
Senior Singles Champion winning 5 matches over 2 days at Leamington Spa. 
 
Enrolment evening is 20th April and the playing season starts 28th April.   
 
We are planning an Open Afternoon for Sunday 13th May between 12.30 and 4.30pm 
when everyone is welcome to come and try their hand, assistance and equipment will 
be available.  
 
8. HIGHAM FERRERS LIBRARY UPDATE 
Cllr B Prigmore gave the following report on behalf of the Library Working Party: 
 
The Town Council agreed to establish a working party of 5 Councillors to support the 
Town Clerk on this issue. Their brief was to research and carefully consider all 
options available for the provision of a cost-effective library service. 
 
Building  
The building has been valued by NCC at £370,000. This is more than the annual 
budget of the Town Council for 2018/19 (£365,000). The Town Council has paid for 
its own valuation and survey on the property. The report shows that the building has 
been allowed to fall into disrepair over the years, with an approx. cost given of 
£50,000 to complete repairs including the roof, windows and guttering which all need 
repair or replacement (copy of part of valuation made available). To purchase the 
building for £370,000 the Town Council would need to borrow the money over a 
period of 25 years. Repayments would be approximately £20,000 per year. 
Therefore, funds are needed to service the loan as well as undertake the repairs. 
NCC have stated that the annual running costs of the building are £26,435. Another 
cost which needs to be funded from the council tax (or a community group raising 
funds). Note this figure does not include any internal maintenance cost.  
 
An architect has been engaged by the Town Council to assess whether it is feasible 
to undertake internal alterations to make the building more flexible and improve the 
facilities such as adding a lift and more toilets.  
 
The building is currently used by other groups – knitter natter – yoga – etc.  
However, these groups bring in little or no income to subsidise the cost of running 
the building. 
 
Library  
Usage of the library service nationally has fallen in recent years with the advent of 
amazon and online books. Higham Ferrers Library is no different and numbers have 
declined.  However other services have been introduced into the building e.g., blue 
badges, bus passes, adult activities, children’s activities. These other services are 
not included in the current offer from NCC to the community to run the Library. 
 
Since the library service was threatened the options and deadlines have changed 
several times. On Tuesday 13th March, the cabinet at NCC agreed that Higham 
Ferrers library will remain open till 31st August, opening at least 3 days per week. 
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In order to save money, the only option now on offer from NCC is for the community 
to run an Independently Managed Library which has no financial support or 
otherwise from NCC. 
 
A formal interest in running the Library will have to be declared by a group or 
organisation by 31st May This group will have to purchase or lease the building and 
all operating costs will have to be met by the group. The County Council is offering a 
service level agreement to provide certain infrastructure requirements such as new 
books, NCC management systems and training. These packages range from £6000 
a year for 500 books to £11250 plus one-off costs for training and set up which could 
equate to approximately £3000. 
 
In addition to property costs and costs of the library system there are staff costs 
which have been estimated at £41462 by NCC. Although this could be reduced by 
using more volunteers, there will still need to be paid staff to co-ordinate the 
volunteers and the building. 
 
Wellbeing  
Wellbeing Services operate within the building. Consultation and research has 
shown that Higham Ferrers residents value this local service highly and is more 
important than the books. This service will be lost under the proposed transfer of the 
Library to the Town Council or another group. 
 
The Town Council has not yet been able to identify how this service is funded. It was 
until recently run by a Community Interest Company but has now been brought back 
in house to NCC.  
 
The Children’s Centre services will continue to run for 3 months we are told and a 
12-week consultation is due to begin on the future of the Wellbeing Service on 23rd 
March.  
 
Cando is a private company, currently renting space at the library from the NCC. It is 
a company that runs a day centre for the elderly. How this will continue within the 
building is unknown as the lease is with the NCC not the Town Council. 
 
Overall to purchase the building and run a library will cost in the region of £120,000 
per year.   The Town Council have included £60,000 in the budget for 2019/20 
towards the service, but a further increase would probably be needed for 2019-2020. 
This could be as much as approx. 30% or approx. £42 per year (a copy of the budget 
is available). 
The building has an income of approx. £8278 per year, this is mainly from CANDO. 
 
It is possible for a community group to purchase and run the Library. However, as far 
as we are aware no community group has come forward. 
 
This information could change over the next few weeks, now that the report from the 
Government Inspector has been published and with the advent of the new financial 
year on 1st April. 
 
9. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM. 
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Cllr Mrs Val Newbery wished to speak to the meeting with regard to the Hachenburg 
Twinning Association. She reported as follows: 
The Town Twinning with Hachenburg was established in 1990. The next visit to 
Hachenberg is taking place Thursday 16th August to Monday 20th August. Transport 
is by coach with the option to stay with a host in a local hotel. The cost of the trip is 
£160 per person, £80 for children.  
 
Cllr D Hamblin referred to the report on the library from the working party. He said 
there was a moral obligation to be taken into account when considering the library as 
well as the financial. Cllr B Prigmore responded on behalf of the working party. He 
noted the financial and moral duty and questioned the County Council’s position 
regarding morality. The Town Council is looking into the feasibility of running the library 
but he did refer to the recent Town Council consultation on library provision, noting 
only 423 responses from a population in the town in the region of 8,5000.  
 
Mr Etheridge spoke of the volume of traffic on Queensway. Visitor numbers to the 
school are growing and generating additional traffic. He moved into Queensway 22 
years ago and the traffic has increased significantly. He referred to 5,000 cars visiting 
the school in a 7day period. He thought a second entrance into the school was planned 
which would help alleviate traffic issues.   
 
Mr Blair of Duchy Close spoke of the same issue and the suffering experienced from 
the disturbance, the dust, the pollution. When asking vehicle owners to turn off their 
engines while waiting to collect from the school he had received verbal abuse. He is 
thinking of moving. In 2009 the application included a car park and another entrance. 
When the school first opened there were 10 car park spaces allocated. There are now 
over 100 spaces but this is not considered enough. He has contacted the school but 
the return calls are lacking. The football pitches create evening traffic. 
 
The Town Clerk advised that highway issues were the responsibility of the County 
Council. Due to safeguarding issues and monitoring of the access she was aware the 
school had a preference for one access point. County Councillor, Cllr J Smithers, 
offered to raise the highway issues with the County Council.  
 
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 
 

Chairman 

Date  


