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MINUTES OF THE HIGHAM FERRERS ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 21st MARCH  2017 AT  THE TOWN HALL 7.30PM. 

 

PRESENT: 
Cllr Mrs P H Whiting (Mayor) - Chairman for the meeting. 
13 Town Councillors 
1 District Councillor 
5 Members of the Public 
Sandra Mitcham (Town Clerk) 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
Apologies were received from Cllr B Prigmore, Cllr R Gell, Julie Thorneycroft (Town 
Manager) and Steve Roberts (Higham Ferrers Tennis Club). 
 
2. MINUTES OF THE 2015 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING. 
Following an amendment under item 5 – change £130,000 to £130 million, the 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 15th March 2016 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
3. MAYOR’S REPORT. 
Cllr Pam Whiting gave the following report: 

Neighbourhood Plan 
The Neighbourhood Plan completed the process. The plan was made by East             
Northamptonshire Council on 11th April 2016.  

School Crossing Patrol 
Following the resignation of the School Crossing Patrol in December 2015 the              
Council continued to advertise until July 2016 without any applicants coming forward. 
The role is no longer being advertised. 

Christmas Sparkle 
This year’s event was again very successful and attracted in excess of 1000 people. 
This year we reverted back to large fair rides with the carousel being the main          
attraction. There was a best Dressed Shop Window competition won by Colemans   
and a competition for the children to find the most goblins hidden in windows. 

Plans are already underway for this year and the date is 18th November 2017. 

Queens 90th Birthday Event 
To mark the Queens 90th Birthday an event was held on Saffron Road Recreation   
Ground on 4th June 2016. The theme was the 1920’s and the event was well            
attended. 

Litter Pick 
The Council recently took part in the Keep Britain Tidy – Spring Clean event. Thank 
you to the Scouts and the other members of the public who assisted. 

Farmers’ Market 
The market continues to be successful. It has its own Facebook page. Birthday         
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celebrations were held in April with a cake and entertainment. The Salvation Army   
Band performed at the Christmas Market. 

Additional Cemetery land 
Work to find suitable land is still ongoing. Tests were undertaken on land owned by   
the Duchy of Lancaster. This proved unsuitable. Further sites offered are considered 
to be too far from the town. The Council is now hoping to work with Rushden Town  
Council to provide a new cemetery in conjunction with Rushden East. 

Rushden Rider 
To ensure the continuation of the service, the Town Council has continued to            
subsidise the service to the tune of  £5616. The subsidy will continue in 2017/18 

Planning. 
The Council has considered 51 planning applications over the last 12   months.           
Works continue on 3 sites in the town - 88 dwellings off Station Road, 166 dwellings 
at Garden fields and 36    dwellings off Midland Road. Work has also started on a     
site off Kimbolton Road. 

Works are well on the way on the Rushden Lakes development which is planned to   
open in June/July 2017. 

Rushden East 
The Council has 1 representative on the Rushden East Board which is working with  
the developer to masterplan the site for up to 2500 homes on the other side of the   
A6. The Council have lobbied hard for further representation as Rushden Town            
Council has a larger number of members. This development will have an impact on 
Higham Ferrers and the Council aims to mitigate this impact. 

CCTV 
The Town Council continue to provide this service after East Northamptonshire        
withdrew their funding in 2013.  

Heritage Centre 
Following the decline of the offer from the Duchy of Lancaster to lease 19 College    
Street, the Council have been looking at other options which include the conversion 
of the Cemetery Chapel. 

Planters 
The Council has worked with Higham Ferrers Tourism to improve the appearance of 
the town. Four more barrier troughs were purchased this year as well as 3 tiered      
planters. These were funded by a grant from Higham  Ferrers Tourism and also       
Councillor Empowerment monies from Cllr Anna Sauntson.  

Website 
In April 2016 the Council changed website provider to improve the accessibility of the 
information it provides. 

Walls 
During the year the wall fell down between the churchyard and the Green Dragon.   
As it is a closed churchyard the Council is responsible for its maintenance. This  was 
rebuilt and others were inspected. This led to two more being repaired. 
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Charters 
A small group from Higham Ferrers Tourism continues to work on the project for the     
Council to restore the charters and produce copies and information on them for        
public use. 

Greenway 
As part of the Community Plan the Council committed to  extend the Greenway from  
Queensway to Kimbolton Road. This project has now received £40,000 of grant          
funding and some s106 monies, so with £15000 from Council funds, work is              
progressing to deliver this project. 

Fitzwilliam Leys Play Area 
The bark surfacing at the play area in Fitzwilliam Leys was replaced with wet pour.  

Car Parking Enforcement 
Parking enforcement is now taking place in the Market Square by Northamptonshire 
County Council. This has improved the turnover of parking spaces.  

Town Manager 
Julie Thorneycroft was appointed in April 2016 as Town Manager. She is shared with 
Rushden Town Council.  

Common Land at the end of Mallard Close 
Works are being undertaken to improve and tidy the land at the end of Mallard         
Close. It is intended to place recreation equipment on the land. Village Green land   
on the other side of the A6 is to be developed as a ‘Dogs off Lead’ Area.  

Phase 5 Kings Meadow Lane 
Phase 5 has still not been transferred. There are some outstanding issues that need 
to be resolved before the Council take it over. We are in regular contact with the       
developer on these issues. 

Assistant Clerk 
Alicia Schofield joined the Council as Assistant Clerk at the beginning of October.    
This appointment was made following an external review of the staffing structure     
which showed that the Council was under resourced. 

4. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 
 

Cllr Mrs P Whiting gave the following report:- 
 
It has been quite a busy year with several Towns and villages putting forward their 
ideas for their Neighbourhood Plan. Several are nearer completion than others, with 
Chelveston due to go to referendum on May 4th. 

The District Wide Local Plan – Part 2 was a decision taken in April 2016 which is a 
project plan which identified the development plan documents which would make up 
a local plan for the District.  The first formal part of the process was a Regulation 18 
consultation and a six week consultation period would end on 13th March 2017.  The 
consultation was accompanied by a “call for sites” where landowners and developers 
could promote sites for any use. 
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A document provided by Consultants on Open Space and Playing Pitch Strategy 
Assessments was put to the Committee but it was lacking several open spaces etc 
that should have been listed that it is now waiting an update before coming back to 
Committee. 

The regular Planning Policy and Conservation Update provided us with a report 
which shows the work being carried out on key areas by the Planning Policy and 
Conservation Team.  Work is under way on the Government approved Deenethorpe 
Garden Village and the Rushden East SUE.  The Council were in discussion with the 
County Council about the A6 and connectivity to the established part of Rushden. 

One issue which does affect us all is the £5 a year rise in the Council Tax 

5. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT. 
 

Cllr D C Lawson MBE gave the following report:- 
 
The County Council faces a difficult financial future.  The Council’s budget has 
reduced from well over 1 billion pounds 5 years ago to just over 800 million pounds 
today and a further saving of 57.8 million pounds will have to be made in 2017/18.  
There have been ever increasing demands on Social Services and this against the 
back drop of Northamptonshire being one of the fastest growing counties in England 
with the highest employment rate in the region. 

A national solution is needed to address the short falls in funding.  In the meantime 
the County Council will continue to lobby central government for a fairer settlement.  
This year the Council tax increase for the County Council will be 4.98%; this 
translates for a Band D property charging level of approximately £1 per week.  As a 
matter of interest the population in Northampton is predicted to grow from current 
figure of 723,000 to 800,000 over the next ten years. 

Turning to other matters.  Income generation opportunity will be achieved through 
the development of Chester Farm and 7.75 million pounds will be allocated during 
2017/18 for the development of the A43 joining Northampton and Kettering.  I have 
been disappointed that money has not been found by Highway England to dual the 
A45 from Stanwick to Thrapston and that we still await improvement to Chowns Mill 
Roundabout which will probably not happen until 2019.  Extra money to the tune of 
1.7 million pounds has been received from central government to address the 
problem of potholes in the County and this is very welcome. 

So far as education is concerned, Henry Chichele Primary School is increasing its 
capacity to 2 forms of entry and work is ongoing to achieve this.  It will mean that 60 
new students will be admitted each September as opposed to 30 in the past.  On the 
question of secondary school places over 85% of parents have been given their first 
choice of school in September. 

Just a word on children’s services which has until recently been a difficult service to 
deliver. Northamptonshire County Council has now improved this service and the 
introduction by the County Council of a Social Work Academy has been recognised 
by England’s Chief Social Worker as an excellent example of best practice. 
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I think that is about all I wish to report.  As you know this will be my last report to the 
Town Council on the activities of the County Council as I have decided to retire after 
40 years as your County Councillor.  It has been rewarding work and I have enjoyed 
representing this wonderful old town of ours.  I wish my successor every success 
and I hope that he or she will enjoy the experience as I have. 

Thank you and if there are any questions I will do my best to answer them.  

Cllr Lawson MBE was questioned about the  increase in Council Tax for social care. 

6. REPORT FROM  HIGHAM AND RUSHDEN TOWN MANAGER. 
 

Sandra Mitcham, Town Clerk, gave the following report on behalf of the Town 
Manager, Julie Thorneycroft: 

1. Town Team 
Through agreement with the Town Council I have set up a Town Team consisting of 
3 town councillors, representatives from the Tourism and Business forums, the town 
clerk and a substitute councillor.  The aims of the group are to improve the economic 
and business well-being and to improve the quality of life in Higham Ferrers.  The 
Town Team meet on a regular basis to discuss project progress. 
 
2. Christmas Competitions 
The Best Dressed Christmas Shop Window competition 
The Best Dressed Christmas Shop Window competition was organised in November 
alongside the Christmas Sparkle event.  The aim of the competition was to promote 
Higham Ferrers and offer an opportunity for businesses to participate in a friendly 
competition whilst at the same time making their window displays festive and 
interesting for Christmas 2016.  A “People’s Choice Award” was introduced to 
encourage businesses to inspire their own customers to vote for their favourite 
festive display in the town.  In total 186 votes were received, the business receiving 
the most votes and the winner of the “People’s Choice” trophy was Colemans. 
Colemans achieved 1st place with a total of 40 votes, Little Steps Nursery came 2nd 
with 32 votes and Cranberry Cottage came 3rd with 28 votes.   
The Higham Ferrers Gargoyle Trail 
The Gargoyle trail was introduced as a fun way for children and their families to 
explore the businesses and the variety of offers available in Higham Ferrers.  
Families were encouraged to locate hidden gargoyles and find the gargoyle names 
hidden within the festive window displays (or in the shop) throughout the town.  
Children completed a competition entry form stating where they had found the 
gargoyle and what its name was.  Entry forms were available at all participating 
businesses.  In total 18 completed entry forms were received for the trail, 2 local 
brothers aged 9 and 7 were the winners of the competition having correctly identified 
18 of the 21 gargoyles and their locations.   
Both competitions were promoted through the local press, posters, fliers, liaison with 
the local schools and nurseries, the town council website and social media. The 
competitions were fully supported by 22 local businesses. 
 
3. Town Guide 
I am progressing on work to produce an updated Town Guide to promote Higham 
Ferrers to residents and visitors – the anticipated completion date is May 2017. 
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4. Heritage Trail 
I am working with the Higham Ferrers Town Team to combine and update the 
current Higham Ferrers heritage trails. 
 
5. Promotional signage 
Work is progressing to improve/add new tourist signage at the gateways into Higham 
Ferrers. 
 
6. Rushden Lakes 
I attended the Rushden Lakes working party which meets on a regular basis, 
partners include Rushden and Higham Ferrers town councils, East Northants 
council, LXB, Crown Estates, Waitrose partners and Savills.  
Following initial delays in the 28 week Highways programme the likely opening of 
phase1 of the site is now scheduled for July 2017. 
Promotional opportunities are being discussed including a soft launch followed by a 
launch weekend when the majority of retail units have opened, the launch event will 
involve local businesses and stakeholders.   I hope to build a close working 
relationship with the Rushden Lakes site manager as soon as the position is filled. 
 
7. Business Networking 
Further to the success of a Business Reception held in September 16 followed by a 
further business networking event held in January 17, I have been asked to work 
with the Higham Ferrers business forum to provide informative business networking 
sessions on a regular basis.   
 
8. Higham Ferrers Business Database 
Work is progressing to collate a database of all the businesses in Higham Ferrers, 
businesses located in the central shopping/business area of the town have been 
recorded and will be included as directory entries in the new Town Guide.   

7. REPORT FROM HIGHAM FERRERS TOURISM 
 

Simon Wiles gave the following report:- 

Like most previous years, 2016/17 has been no different for Higham Ferrers 
Tourism, in that it has been busy with events and donations to ‘making the town a 
better place’. 
 
The Mayor’s Market at the start of the year is our launch to the spring and summer 
period of events, and our Pavement café last May proved to be as popular. 
 
This year, with the help of Higham Ferrers Town Council’s donation of over £600, 
our activities at Chichele College have been enhanced by the addition of a series 
of musical evenings. Kirsty Crawford and her colleagues provided two of the 
events during the summer months, two local guitarists provided an evening of 
entertainment, Kettering Town Silver Band provided “Brass on the Grass’ and a 
poet from the Poetry Society worked with children from the Junior School and 
Henry Chichele School during the day in June, before all of them coming to the 
College to perform their creative writing in the evening. The sponsorship from the 
Town Council permits the audience to enjoy these concerts free of charge, in line 
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with the English Heritage policy, and the Tourism committee is grateful to the 
Council for its support in this venture. 
 
Alongside this, there were a record number of 20 exhibitions of art and 
photography, including the annual Chichele Society Exhibition. 
 
The plan for 2017/18 is to continue this success, and build on the goodwill of 
audiences for the musical sessions. We are again grateful to the Town Council for 
their support in this activity for next year. 
 
The medieval Cloister Garth continues to be cared for in the summer months by 
members of Tourism and a happy band of gardening volunteers. We have worked 
closely with English Heritage in managing the College to a high standard, to 
ensure the grounds are well cared for, and the facility is well used for the 
community to enjoy. 
 
To fund such improvements, Tourism arranges or contributes to, a number of 
Town activities.  Some events are featured regularly.  Examples of these are the 
Secret Gardens of Higham Ferrers, where 15 gardens are opened each year in 
June, and this year, brought over 400 people to enjoy walking around the town 
with a purpose in mind.   
 
Our other activities have included a winter Film Season, showing classic films to 
audiences of between 30 and 95 people. Including Fish and Chips for £10.00, this 
activity has introduced many new people to the event over the two seasons, and 
will re-commence in the autumn of 2017.  
The Neighbourhood Sale was an activity that brought 500 people to walk around 
the town on Bank Holiday August Saturday. 
And, in October, a Murder Mystery Night in the Bede House brought over 120 
sleuths wondering whodunnit!? 
 
Our big summer event, in conjunction with the Town Council was the celebration 
of the Queen’s 90th birthday. Tourism was fortunate enough to apply for, and 
obtain, a grant for £3500 to pay for the entertainment on the Recreation Ground, 
and contributed a major part to the organisation of the day. 
 
Our contribution to the Christmas Sparkle event continues to be successful with 
the combined efforts of the Town Council and the team at St. Mary’s Church 
bringing over 3000 people into the town.   This year, our team of helpers displayed 
over 95 trees in the front of shops and houses in all the central streets of the town, 
making Higham Ferrers a very unique place during the Christmas period. 
 
All of these large and small events bring Higham Ferrers to the notice of many 
people outside the town as well as attracting residents to come to enjoy the 
activities provided. 
 
During 2016/17, our investment into the town has been by way of flower troughs 
and flower fountains, located in the High Street, Market Square and the Saffron 
Road Car Park. New flowers will be introduced in May this year, and as each year 
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goes on, we will continue to supplement the floral decoration of the town, to make 
it more attractive for businesses, residents and visitors alike. 
 
We have invested in the Queen’s 90th celebrations, and to Christmas Sparkle, 
where we expect to at least, break even financially. The money we raise on the 
day and leading up to the day is spent on entertainment across the event, 
supplementing Santa’s gifts and helping to promoting the event. 
 
Finally, we now have an updated website and Facebook page which is being very 
regularly read and visited, which can only serve to bring more people to the town. 
 
Our plans for this year and forthcoming are to support the Council in making the 
Town Charters more accessible, and in the provision of finding and developing a 
heritage centre in the town environs, so we can display and promote the heritage 
and history that we are so proud of. 
 
 
8. REPORTS FROM CLUBS AND GROUPS IN HIGHAM FERRERS 

 
The Town Clerk read the following report on behalf of the Tennis Club:- 
 
“Ferrers and Rushden Tennis Club has enjoyed a very good year with well supported 
club sessions on Wednesday evenings from May to September and Sunday 
mornings all year round. During the last year we have also extended our league 
match teams so that we now have 5 teams playing in the summer leagues(including 
a men's team in the Northampton County league) and 1 team competing in the 
Northampton winter league. This commitment to league match play has provided an 
opportunity to junior players to participate in this competitive level and thereby 
support their development as good tennis players. On a disappointing aspect, in 
common with most other tennis clubs, we are short of lady players and it is the 
intention to apply a recruitment campaign during the spring and early summer in an 
effort to encourage more ladies to join us. 

Our lack of accommodation remains an area of much frustration and that is 
compounded for those of us who recall having a pavilion hut alongside the courts 
which were all destroyed by vandals approximately 15 years ago. The courts have 
since been rebuilt and are a very fine end product but we are still without 
accommodation which would provide toilets, refreshment facilities and storage. The 
latest proposal to consider the cost of installing a portacabin is very welcome and we 
await the outcome with interest to say the least, albeit nervously.” 

Higham Ferrers Riverside Park Anglers 
Barry Spencer gave the following report:- 
The club was still struggling with weed in the fishery. They do not have the resources 
to hire in the equipment as previously. Tests had been undertaken on the weed and 
it was an invasive species with no permanent biodegradable solution. They have 
invested in a small boat to. Membership on 2016 was down to 151 from 184 in 2015. 
The main reason for the reduction was the declining in the facilities. 46 members are 
needed to break even.  
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Higham Ferrers Cricket Club.  
Nick Bonser gave the following report:- 
“The 1st team have remained in Division 5 but the 2nd team have been relegated to 
Division 12. They were struggling to recruit and retain players and would be 
undertaking a recruitment drive. Pitch preparation was underway and they are trying 
to raise funds for new equipment.” 
 
Higham Ferrers Bowls Club 
Mr Drage gave the following report:- 
“The club had a successful season. In the league they were in the County Top Club 
final. They hosted 5 others clubs, They were  runners up in the ‘Triples League. The 
men won 15 matches and lost 3, Ladies won 7 and lost 2 and the mixed team won 
10 and lost 3. The following maintenance had been carried out:- 

• Re-laid all slabs on the moat side of the green - £1800 

• Repaired bases on 2 sides of the green - £2700. 
 
A new mower is needed which will cost £2000 - £3000. 
 
They are actively seeking new members and will have an open day in April. In June 
2017 they are hosting the Harris Cup. 

 
9. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM. 
 
There were no questions. 
 
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 
 

Chairman 

 

 

Date  


